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Chapter 1

What we are going to study, why and how

| am not going to flatter the ego of the believer

Reaching holinessf the soul should be the goal
of every person who comes to know GAdtdhis is
not a pleasant subject to discusdge to the fact that
human beings in general possess a desire to
continue behaving in the same way and doing
whatever pleases them in spite of their conversion

Many enjoy listening to sermons and joiimg
churches where they tell them that they can
continue to be a_degeneratescum bag without
losing their salvation because they are under
Godbés grace.

This is one of the reasons why this subject is not
pleasant to allbecause | am not going to discuss
issues that maimas adesireto discovey but that
which most people do natant to heagrbecause it
doesnot flatter their egol will discuss issues that
do notfill the pews of our churchesith donors but
of issues that will sarctify the Church It is only
fitting to Chrisian lovethat we bring this topic to
light even if t may not be pleasant to our ears

*

We must read the Bible

One of thekey ingredients necessary to reach
holinessis to understand what God wants from us
andobey Him. In order to do thiswe must reacr
listen to the Word of God as it is written the
Bible.

Many may wish to become physiciarsdtorneys
or engineersbut few are willing to sacrifice their



s  personal pleasuresn order to utilize theitime to

a7 study these career3hey would like to obtain a
s doctorate degreeut only if the knowledg itself

s would somehow enter their brains without having to
40 study

a By the same tokerthere aremany Christians who

«2 would like to learn about theght doctrines of our

s Christian faith but relatively few are willing to

«  sacrifice their lifestyles to utde that time for the

s reading of the Word of Godrhey would love to

s know the Bible from Genesis to Revelatidout

2 only if somehow that knowledge could penetrate
s their mindwithout having to read the Bible on their
49 own.

50 The majority of people read books that

ss hexpl ai n o actordieg toBthdledings and

s Interpretation of the authpbut very few are willing

ss  to read the entire Biblén successiorat leastwenty

sa  times

55 When books that fAexphaino the Bible
ss  brothermay learnsomeabout Sdpture, but he may

57 also begeting erras believed by its author The

ss Bible is inspired by the Holy Spiritbooks that
s explain theBible arenot inspired and are the opinion
s Of anauthor If you read 5 or 3 chapters per day

s (which is not impossiblg, you will be able toread

2 the entire Bible in eight months to a vyear,

ss  dependingon if you readfive or threechapters on a
s daily basis

65 If you had aflowing springnearby and/ou wanted

e a drink ofwater, the best is to go and get the water
e With your own handslt would not be wisgo ask

¢ Someone to bring you a drink of water from the
e Spring in hissoiled handslf you were to drink from

7  soiled handgt would only be from your own and not
n someone el se &au needtoreaddtheh ands
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Bible on your own andat books thafiexplain the
Bibled These books can be a gosdpplementto
your study of the Bible but should never
complement the Bible orbecome &ubstitute for the
real Word of God

*

Our Father wants our holinessand cleansing

An important Head foState is preparing to attend a
summer outing where many national dignita@esi
foreigners have been invitede has a two year old
son whom he wishes to take with him to this outing
as he is proud of his sonhe father orders the help to
bathe his son and dress him in an outfit that
corresponds to summertimehe father is dressed in
an appropriate white suit and at the last minbee
prepares to pick upis sonin order to take himbut
the sonhas ventured into the gardéfhe child has
become soilg, he has played ithe mud his hair and
clothing are mudg he has eaten chocolate and he is
greatly soiledThe father cannot possibly pick him up
because he is dirty and he doesnot
until the chid is bathed and dressed once aghie
wants nothing more than to take him to the ouyting
buthecannobue to the ,dhefathed6s behavi or
cannot take the child'he father loveshim, but he
must love him from adistance The fathemwantsto
carry him in his armsout if he doeshe will become
dirty as well He would like to personally take his
son but he has to let the servants deal with his child
The father sadly departs for the outing

God | oves us, wishes to 0
in his armso so t habtitweve <c a
are soiledHe wants to speak with us personaliut
the stench of our filth nauseatesnd He must love

pick us
n

wal k wi t |
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us from a distance arftt must end Hs servantdo
deal with usThat is why we need holinessvhich is
attainable.

*

How we will deal with this topic

As in all of my booksl have numbered the lines in
order to facilitate any questions or discussions
pertaining to the topics mentioned herein

Chapter 2 will be dedicaté to the explanation of
what holinessis and how manyconfuse it with
divinity. (Pg 6)

Chapter 3 will demonstrate thatholiness is
atainable to human beingf he loves God and is
willing to obey hima persorcan be sanctified’here
are lots of testimonies of persons who attained
holiness(Pg 11)

In Chapter 4, | will illustrate theblessingsoliness
can bstow upon ugPg ¥)

In Chapter 5, we shallbecome aware dhat the
mainobstaclehat prevents us from reachihgliness
is our sin not the world around ygredestinationor
Satan All of these are stumbling blockdut the
ultimate fault lies withirus (Pg 43

Chapter 6 will make knowrthe existenceorigin,
description functionrs and permissian granted to
Satan by Godhe Father Almighty(Pg 80

Chapter 7 will explain, as part of celestial
dynamics the mechang of temptation towards
human beingqPg 99

Chapter8deal s with the rel
commandments and our sinThere is not one
worthlesscommandmentf God has dictated setof
commandmenist is because He knows we need to
learn and obey tlem God does not give us
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commandments in order to entertddmself as H
watches how the commandments cause difficulties in
our daily lives nor how they may cause us to sin by
giving us many commandmentgle simply has
dictated a minimahecessaryist of commandments
(Pg 119

Chapter 9 is dedicated to illustrate the
consequences of sinsomething human beings
overlook not understading the correlatiofetween
sin and our problem¢§Pg 142)

Chapter 10, which is the longest ones dedicated
to exposng diverse methods used by our spiritual
enemies in order tmake sin simpléor us Note that
| did sayfimake sinsimplef or us 0 not
s i ,nbécause they cannot cause us tq simply
facilitate the means which will cause us to. £Pg
197

Chapter 11 will show methods God uses to
sanctify His ChurchThese methodsat times must
be painfu) due to the fact that at times Christians do
not heed initial warningsSometimesGod must cast
us into adeephole so that we feel obligated to lift
our eyes to that which is above. Mghen one is in a
deep holgone can only look ugPg296)

In Chapter 12 | will demonstrate how true
repentance is indispensable in the forgiveness of sin
It would not be logical for Godto bring us into his
kingdom, if our souls are burdened with evil
feelings (Pg 339

Chapter 13 will make knownthat Christians will
be judged We will not be judged in order to
determine whether we have salvation or will be
condemnegdbecause we already have salvation by
grace througtihe means of the blood of Chrisiut
we will have toaccount forour actions and words
(Pg B3
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In Chapter 14, | will expose the benefits of prayer
of a sanctified Christigrfor the Churchsociety and
the nation(Pg 3®)

Review of Chapter 1 In this book we will not
flatter the ego of the Christighut exhort him to find
the will of God by means of prayer and reading the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation several times
There are many that want to kndovut few that want
to learn Many read books thaeach about the Bihle
but few read the entire Bible several tim&ur
Father wants tdiembrace us and take us to where
He wants to take ubut we are soiled

*kk

Chapter 2
What is Holiness?

Holinessis not divinity

Holiness is not the same @iginity. A human being
can reach a level of holinedsut can never reach
divinity. The only divine beings are Gatkesus Christ
and the Holy SpiritA divine being has never and will
never sin A human beingwho is currently holy
could have sinned tneendously in the padtut heno
longer sins in the present

Holinessis not reaching heightsery high heights
but to emerge fromthe dregs of our s# wicked
thoughts and feelingsloliness is the cleansing of the
blood of Christ andhever again desng to return to
thedunghill
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Holiness is not being a believer of colossal
proportions who climbs the MEverest of spiritual
majesty way beyond the cloud#iolinessis to be a
humble Christian who is fully aware of his tattered
morality and spiritulity and wants to emerge from
the depths in which he finds himself in order to live
near a stream where he mhg clean Holiness is
having no desire in returning to thikhy depthsafter
having been helped toascend from there not
necessarily climing majestic heights

Unfortunately there are many human beingsiav
seek God solely for their sation protection and
blessingsThey are simply not interested in holiness

*

Holinessdoes not mean drawing oneself from the
world, but to separate onesélfrom sin.

In the recent timesholinesshas been defined as
simply the act of separating oneselfrfraghe world
but without specifying what separation from the
world meansAs always they dather definition of
holinessis taken from thesupposed etyoiogy of
Greek or Hebrewvords

Nowadays every timethey can not provehe
veracity oftheir doctrines using theBible versions
translated by those whitid know those languages
they appeal to theupposedireab meaning of the
Greek or Hebrewword this or that It almost
appears as iheywant to return to the times of the
Inquisition, when it wasallegedthat if a person did
not understand HebrewGreek and Latin, they
could not read the BibJdecause they did not have
the capacity to understangand thereforghe Bible
was prohibited
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In the following verses we will see thhbliness
is purely and entirely t he obedience of Godods
Commandments After verse 5 states that the
commandment and covenants of God &webe
obeyed verse 6says as a consagence ofwhatwas
said formerly that we will be holy if we are in
obedience

fis Now thereforgif ye will obey my voice
indeed, and keep my covenarthen ye shall
be a peculiar treasure unto me above all
people for all the Earth is mine 6 And ye
shdl be unto me a kingdom of priesésdan
holy nation. These are the words which thou
shalt speak unto the children of Israeb

(Ex 195-6)

In other words according to the passage above
holiness comes as a resultof obeying the
commandments of @b This is in concordance with
Luke 16 where Zachariah and Elisabeth are
extolled because they obeyeithe commandments
of God.

AANd they were botlrighteous before God
walking in all the commandments and
ordinancesof the Lord blameless 0

(Lk 1:6)

Another versethat confirms what we have seen
here s John 1415 wherewe seethat Our Lord
Jesus Christ himself saidilf ye love me keep_my
commandments &n other wordsthe love of Our
Lord is the equivalent of keeping his
commandments




285 Although the wordfisanctifyd means to set apart
26 It @lso means to cleansigat whichis sanctified At
27 the endto fiseparate oneself for Godneans to flee
s from that which isuncleanin order to reach
20 Cleanliness

290 In the verse belowwe will note that the Lewes
20 comparefisanctificatio to ficleansing .In Verse
22 15, it states that the Levites sanctified themselves
23 and entered the Temple to cleansedamoving all
2« that was impure (16)urther in verse 17reference
25 IS made to the cleansing of the Tempkang the
206 Word fisanctifyo :fié Now they began on the first
27 day of the first month tosanctifyé 0, further in
28 verse 17 referenced is made once again tthe
20 Cleansing in the Temple saying fié so they
w0  sanctifiedthe house of the LORD in eight dags.
301 In verse 18theyinform the King by saying in
w2 reference tothe sanctification: i éThen they went
w3 In to Hezekiah the kingnd said We havecleansed
24 all the house of the LORIxaNd the altar of burnt
ws  Offering, with all the vesselghereogé 0. In other
w6  Words we see thain their vocabulary, the word
27 Aholines® o r sarttificationd was the equivalent
w08 O fcle@nsing .

309 Finally, verse 19 saysiMoreoverall the vessels,
a0 Which king Ahaz in his reigrdid cast away in his
au  transgressionhave we prepared arghnctifiedd If
a2 We go bak to verse 18we will note thatthe act of
sz Cleaning the vesselss what they here call
aa  fNsanctifyo the vesselsTherefore we once again
a1s  note that in their mindsanctification and cleansing
a1 Were equivalent We can then assumevithout
a7 much speculatiothat in order to become hglwe
a8 Must cleanse our souls

319
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fits And they gathered their brethreand
sanctified themselvesand came according

to the commandment of the kjhy the words

of the LORD to cleansethe house of the
LORD. 16 And the prists went into the inner
part of the house of the LORD cleanse it,
and brought out all the uncleanness that they
found in the temple of the LORD into the
court of the house of the LORIANd the
Levites took itto carry it out abroad into the
brook Kidron. 17 Now they began on the first
day of the first montiio sanctify,and on the
eighth day of the month came they to the
porch of the LORD so theysanctified the
house of the LORD in eight dayesnd in the
sixteenth day of the first month they made an
end. 18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the
king, and said We havecleansedall the
house of the LORD,and the altar of burnt
offering with all the vessels thereadnd the
shewbread tablewith all the vessels thereof
19 Moreoverall the vesselswhich kihg Ahaz

in his reign did cast away in his
transgression have we prepared and
sanctified, and, behold they are before the
altar of the LORD 0 (Il Chr 2915-19)

If we turn to Il Chr 3017, we will see that once
again the word fisanctificatio® is equé to
ficleansing for on one handit states that many
were notsanctified andon the othethat is why the
Levites sacrificed durindgPassoverfor all the ones
who had notcleansedthemselves In other words
Aisanctified andficleansea were synonymous

10
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fiFor there were many in the congregation
that were not sanctifiedtherefore the Levites
had the charge of the killing of the Passovers
for every one thatvas not cleanto sanctify
them unto the LORDO (Il Chr 3Q17)

Thereforeeven tloughfisanctifyd may also mean
fiset apad ,jt is obvious that the termset apan
does also imply ficleansing .It is not only fiset
apard but also an inner cleansing

Review of Chapter 2 Holiness is not divinity
sinners can reach holiness pytting themselves
away from sinthanks tothe power of the blood of
Christ Holiness is not isolating ourselves from the
world, but separating ourselves from siim Exodus
we note that holiness means to ke€po d 0 s
commandmentsWe also noted that according to
Our Lord Jesus Qrst, whoever loves Him will
keep His commandmentlk the manner expressed
by Scripture we see that holiness is the equivalent
of cleansing and obedience to God

KKk

Chapter 3

Holiness is Attainable

The Bible tells us that holiness is attainable
Neither Godnor Christ nor the Holy Spiritnor the
apostles and other Biblical writevgould encourage
us to reach holinessif holiness could not be
achievedNone of them would ask a believer to fly

11
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to the moon and bring back a rock, knowing that
it would be an impossible featFrom the moment
they encourage a believer to reach holiness it is
because it can be achievedLet us see some
examples of encouragement

*

God encourages us to reach holiness

One of the fallacies that interests our spiritual
enemies without exception is thatiamtil we are in
heavenwe have to be sinnarsor fiwe cannot be
holy until we are in heaverwe can make theffort,
but we will never reach holiness.

Spiritual enemies of Christians know that if they
can convinceus as if it were afact that we cannot
reach holinesswe will not try to do soWe are
simply conformedto whatever we naturally obtain
or achieveln that way they have already won the
battle against Christians and the Church before
beginning the fightThis is the main reason why
The Churchlacks power It is not that the Holy
Spirit does not manifest himself fithese times jt
is the fact that the churches are radieying the
Commandments

fiv Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye
holy, for | am the LORD your Gad And ye
shall keep my statuteand do theml am the
LORDwhich sanctifyyou. 0

(Leviticus 20:7-8)

This passage brings attention to the fact that after
God exhorts us to be holy in verse He further
exhorts us by sayingié ye shall keep my statutes
and do theml am the LORD whiclsanctify you o

12
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Is He not exhorting us so that we may become
holy? Clearly, if we want to be holywe need to
obey the Commandments of GoHvery one of
them not just the ones waliked or the mes that
please us In order to reach that obedience
Christians havehe blood of Jesus Christprayer
andfasting so that when our enemies do not permit
us toinch ahead in ordeto achieve holinessve
can in turn usell threeas spiritual weaponsothat
those abominable beings are cast from our lives
That is why Jesus said in Mark2®: fiThis kind can
come forth by nothindut byprayerand fasting. 0

As we see in the following vers&od urged
Abraham to be holy,which evidently is a sign that
a luman being can reach perfectidh would be
illogical to think that God would require perfection
knowing that it cannot be achievedod has never
asked, nor will He ever ask a human being to fly
and perch himself on the roof of a tower,
knowing that a human being cannot fly

AAnd when Abram was ninety years old and
nine the LORD appeared to Abrarand said
unto him | am the Almighty Gagdwalk before
me andbe thou perfech (Genesisl7:1)

The absurd notion that we cannot achieve holiness
is not bund anywherén the Bible because God is
totally aware of the fact that we can achieve
holiness He encourages us in various places to be
holy. Would God encourage us to be something or
do thatwhich we cannot achieva Of course not
God is not the type of being that finds
entertainment in requiring of someone that
which he cannot dg or chastise them for not

13
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doing that which He knew could not be achieved

or done.

How can we become hdlyJesus saidilf ye love

me keep my commandmentsAre we going o
believe that the Commandments Jesus is referring to
Fat hr ds are di

and

t he

*

Christ encourages us to reach holiness
There are many Christians who believe titas

impossible to attain holiness while we are in this

world. However Jesus urgs us in this verse to be
perfect a clear sign that a human being can achieve

perfection | do not think that anyone can believe
that Christ is urging humans to reach a point of

spiritual maturity that He knows cannot kiéamed

That would be like thinkg thatJesus waplaying a
joke on humanity

fiBe ye therefore perfecteven as your
Father which is in heaven is perfecb

It is important to note how the numerous

(Matthew5:48)

verses pertaining to the Sermon on the Mount
are mentioned millions of times but never is
mentioned this verse | have never seen the

encouragement towards a Christianrjotdb become

holy and perfectand persuade them to do, smd
demonstrate how it can be achievétbwever |
have heard hundreds of times tbpposng and
erroneous hypotss which is that we will never
reach holiness while we are alivewould seem as

if our

spiritual

enemies are very active

14
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misrepresenting such a truth and prevent the truth
from being preached

*

The Apostles encourage Hatess
In the following verse we note that the Apostle
Paul encourages us to regmrfection thereforehe
did not find it unattainable If the apostle would
have believed that it was something a human being
could not achievehe would not encourage us do
sa

AFinally, brethren farewell Be perfectbe of
good comfortbe of one mindlive in peace
and the God of love and peace shall be with
you 0O (Il Corinthians13:11)

Paul is trying to persuade them to hawy,
comfort, harmony, andto be peafect. We all agree
that the firstthreetraits can be attained/Vhy not
thefourth on&

If the will of God is our holiness, it is because it
can be achieved by a human beingGod would
not ask of us something eHknows we cannot
accomplish It goes witlout saying thats null and
without value the affirmatiomve so frequently hear
among Christians thdwhile we are in this lifewe
cannotreach holiness .It seems as ithosewho
think this way have not read the Book of Jatere
God Himself declareshé holiness of JobL et 6 s
look atl Thessalonians4: 3-4.

fis For this is the will of God, even your
sanctification, that ye should abstain from
fornication, 4 that every one of you should

15
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know how to possess his vesseal
sanctificationand honouo (I The 43-4)

't is obvious ,theigaalHeGatsd 6s i nt ent i

for us is holinessand thatwe learn and know that
we should reach holiness and honthus cease to
sin. God does not abandon us in tlysatl He is
willing to assist udn achieving it as it is seen in
many versesone of which is the most common of
all, the Our Fathemwhereby Christ teaches us to ask
God not to let us fall into temptatioAnother verse
is where we find Godods
that He will not allow us to beempted more tha
we can endureout that together with the temptation
He shows us a way quasit is written by Paul in |
Corl0:13.

AThere hath no temptation taken you but
such as is common to mamut God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are ablegt will with
the temptation also make a way to esgape
that ye may be able to bearnit

(1C010:13)

In 1l Timothy 3:16-17, Paul talks about the
possibility of attaining perfectionThis is against
the hypothesisthat Aiwhile we are in the flegshwe
cannot break away from odusts nor can we stop
sinning

fite All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctring for
reproof for correction for instruction in
righteousnessi that the manof God maybe

16
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perfect throughly furnished unto all good
works 0 (1 Tim 3:16-17)

There are many other Biblical attestatiadhat say
that a human being can reach perfectioam not
sayingthat som@ne has always been perfebut
that while being siners some haveleft behind
with divine help, all lusts and sirs until a state of
perfection is reachedrhis is a state in which by
force of habitwe cease to sitWe have the case of
Noah, Job, Moses, Samuel and Danielyho are
mentioned by God as exgles of perfectionLust
is the strong tendency that may have a human being
toward some specific type of siAlmost all of us
have or have had one or more lusts

In the previougpassagehat we reademphases is
givento the facthat in order to reacthis state which
God wishes for ysScripture is essentialhat is why
the daily reading oseveralchapters of the Biblan
order to read it in its entirety in less tha year is
important and to repeat this pattern numerous times
while we live

The Apostle Reter also exhorts us to reach
holiness. If reaching holiness were such an
impossible mission the Apostles would not
encourage us to reach litecause it would be a false
demand on their pam prank played on us

fizs But as he which hath #ad you is holy
sobe ye holyin all manner of conversatione
because it is writtenBe ye holy; for | am
holy. 0 (P 11516)

To be holy is to stop sinningin this passageve
see that not Wy Peter but prior to that God
Himself, asked His pedp to seek holiness

17
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Throughout the entire Bible we have that
encouragement Where does that heresy that
proclaims that while we are in the flesh we cannot
reach holinessome fron? It is obvious that this is
the work of the spiritual enemies of Christdaof
Christianity

In the following passage®nce morewe find the
notion with respecto the issuehat the Christian
shouldcease sinningand can stop sinning.

fie Whosoeverabideth in him sinneth not;
whosoever sinneth hath not seen hmmither
known him 7 Little children let no man
deceive youhe that doeth righteousness is
righteous even as he is righteous He that
committeth sin is of the Devilfor the Devil
sinneth from the beginnindror this purpose
the Son of God was manifestéuat he might
destroy the works of the devib

(I John 36-8)

The Apostle John,in verse 6 tells us hewho
remains in Gopgwhoever clings to God with sincere
desire can stop sinning Whoever sins conteedly,
is someone who does not know Gdohn futher
states that he who sins is from Sataot fromGod
He is na referring to someone who sins and is
pained by his sirhe repents of his sin and risésit
the one who falls and feels perfectly well in that
fallen place This does not refer to one wifalls
and desires to rise once mpigecause in other
verses of tls same EpistleJohn tells us that if we
confess our sinsChrist will forgive us and if we
have simed we have a redeemean advocaten
ChristJesus
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Alf we confess our singe is faithful and
just to forgive us our sinsand to cleanse us
from all unrighteousnesso (I John 19)

fir My little children these things write | unto

you, that ye sin_not And if any man sin, we

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus

Christ the righteous. 2 And he is the

propitiation for our sins and not for ours

only, but also for the sins of the whole warld
(I John 21-2)

When John says that whoever sins is from Satan
he is not talking about the person who maintains
himself in a cleansedtate humble before God so
that God himself will liberate him from siand one
sad day he slips and fallsbut he repents
wholeheartedly and continues to walk in His path
He is referring to someone who maintains a life
in which avoiding sin is not his rmain goal.

*

OQur Spiritual enemies say:

soften Christians and they will not be able to serve
the Lord in the manner which He deserves
James encourages us to be perfect and complete
sign which shows that henspired by the Holy
Spirit, knew that we could become perfect
However as if it were a sinister wicked plan
prepared by our spiritual enemiesin order to
soften first and corrupt Christianity lateve see an
idea spread among Christians that stated tve
cannot reach holess oreven lessreach perfection
It is logical to think
advantage that no one reaches a mountain, peak
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they will try to convince us that it is impossible to
reach that peakhat no one has ever reached it and
tha no one ever will

Not only that they cause us to believe that he
who does try to reach it is arrogant, a proud one
who believes he is better than otherswho
therefore is fisinning by thinking he can reach. it
In this way we would become discouragead it
would paralyze all our efforts Consequently
having been brainwashed into believe this
Christians that are more courageotisose who
escape the claws of the enemypuld only attempt
at ascending part of the wagonvinced that no one
could reactthe peak

The more spirited ones would reach the halfway
point of that which they could actuallgach Those
who not being that spirited couletach the halfway
mark are instead crawling through a mediocre
spiritual life, at the base of the mountaiAnd the
great majoritythose who are napirited at all will
allow themselves to be dragged to a marsh to
wallow in the mud until upon their deatthey
would go to the LordIn this way if the evil ones
do not succeed in affectinthe salvation of a
Christian, they would at least affect his productive
fruitfulness and the state of society

When in a churclhow to reach a better conduct is
discussedor how to combat sin within ourselves
conferredit is noteworthythatwe hear phrases like
fiwell, we should trybut weknow thatno onecan
reach holiness Or we hear fithis is impossible &
long as we are in the flehAnd alsq fiwell, we
should put our best effort into thisut we can never
reach holiness etc.

There 1sndét a wendored@tathear
deeply rooted notion among believers that they are
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740
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745
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747

defeatedbeforehandand theyhave to accept to be
enslavedto a life of sin AiWe canodt
anything Why should we tr§ Why should we
sacrifice ourselvéslt is as if we would try (they
believe) to open a gap in a wall witlhir headsWe
will never reach our gdaand we will suffer
miserably in ouway" .

In addition, the general attitude is that it is
shameful to think that they may cease their sinning
by the grace of God and their Wjlandthus reach
holiness Not only that they try to bring shame to
those that attempt to do so

In order tofidemonstraté that one cannot reach
holiness some point out verses that are distorted
and extrapolated It should not be surprising
becausesaan did the same thing when he tempted
Christ by distoting biblical verses Matthew 46 is
one of those cases

However what is it that James, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, is saying here? He is saying much
more that the humble aspiration to live in heks
he says i . that ye may be perfect and holy
wanting nothing . . 0

fis But let patience have her perfect work
that ye may beperfect and entire, wanting
nothing. s If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God that giveth to all men liberally
and upbraideth nagt and it shall be given
him. 0 (James 4-5)

It is not that | am boasting about having reached
holiness and perfectionrBut | am not ashamed to
admit that it is my goall do not believe it
impossible for a human being to reach tHétit
were impossible to reach we would not have been
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encouraged to do so in countless verses of the Bible
Let us note some of thase

fiBe ye thereforeperfect even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfecd
(Mt 5:48)

AKnowing this that our ot man is crucified

with him that the body of sin might be
destroyed that henceforth we should not
serve sin 0 (Ro 66)

fiLet not sin therefore reignn your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof 0 (Ro 612)

fiBut now being maderde from sin and

become servants to Goge have your fruit

unto holiness,and the end everlasting lifed
(Ro 622)

AiHaving therefore these promisedearly
beloved let us cleanse ourselvefom all
filthiness of the flesh and spiritperfecting
holinessin the fear of God 6 (Il Co 7:1)

fiTo the end he may establish your hearts
unblameable in _holiness before God even
our Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ with all his saints 0 (I Thes 313)

fis For this is the will of God, even yau
sanctification that ye should abstain from
fornication 4 That every one of you should
know how to possess his vesseh
sanctificationand honour;s Not in the lust of
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784 concupiscenceeven as the Gentiles which

785 know not Gode That no man go beyond and
786 defraud his brother in any mattebecause
787 that the Lord is the avenger of all suclas
788 we also have forewarned you and testified
789 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness
790 butunto holiness 0 (I Thes 43-7)

791

792 fiFollow peace with all menand holiness,
793 without which no man shall see the Lordi
794 (Heb 1214)

795

796 fizs But as he which hath called you is holy
797 sobe ye holyin all manner of conversatione

798 Because it is writtenBe_ye holy for | am
799 hon 0 (| P 1'15-16)

800

801 AANnd every man that hath this hepn him
802 purifieth himself, even as he is pureo

803 (| John 33)

804

805 fir And the LORD spake unto Moseaying

806 2 Speak unto all the congregation of the
807 children of Isragland say unto thenYe shall
808 be holy for | the LORD your God am holg
809 (LV 19: 1-2)

810

811 ASanctify yourselvestherefore and be ye
812 holy: for | am the LORD your Gad

813 (Lev 20:7)

814

815 In light of all these verses | am nhashaned to

s1s  Say that | see holiness agyoal that can be reached
s17  even though | personally have not dgm¢ | do not
s USe a defeated thesis which states fimthuman
g9 being cannot reaclmolines® ,in order to justify
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myself for not having attained holinessor to
accommodate and take pleasure in lonst, nor to
excuse myself for not havirgirivenas | should

No oneshould expectthat holiness is something
which God grants us with a magical touch He
wants to deve@p our personalities and wants us to
strive towards holinessnot injecting us even
againstour desire or program us against our will
like a robot

As we see in the cited verseswhich were
inspired by the Holy Spirit, holiness is something
that can be reached, although noeasyto reach.
Holiness is not something that is stampedis or
injected into ussomethinghat can be atiaed from
one day to thenext It requires years prayer
fasting obedience to God and a desire to doT$e
human soul is not a stick of gum or clay which can
be molded in a manner that we wahis like a rod
of glass which requires fire and time in order to
mold it. It is like a bush whose flawed branches
must be trimmegdbut not all at the same timso
that the bush stays aliv®©n the otherhand the
healthy branches must be pruned with care so that
they become strong and replace liaglones All of
this, cannot be aamplished in one night it
requires time and patiencthe samepatience God
uses with us

What really counts according toan integral
reading of the Bibleis what the course of the
human is up or down A sinner who focuses on
things from abwe, is in a better situation than an
fihonorablé or fdecend person who focuses on
things below

Let us representgraphically the precedingin
which A0 and iBO are two human beinggshe
arrows indicate their tendencjesd good behavior
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is as high as is the ghest pointin a case like this
we would say thatiAo is in a betterspiritual
position thamiBo In effect AAO is actuallymoreof

a sinnerthanfiBo put his tendency isip, to focus
on the things above and towards not sinningn
the other handalthough AiBO js actually behaving
with decency approved by society and by those
who know himfrom outside (perhaps due to a good
parental educationhis tendencyis towards sin

HOLINESS

B®

A -
ABOMINATION

Throughout time and circumstancdsoth men
will move from their levelSooner or latemAo0 will
strive andwill deliberatelycall out to God for help
for his own regenerationThe other fiBo ,on the
contrary as circumstances become enticing to,him
will begin to descendHe has no desire to seek
regeneration and even lessllfully exet himself
or call out to God in order to seek a cleansing which
he does not love nor desifdis decercy is derived
from the education passed down by his pardmts
social pressureor an economic convenience which
brings him to act in a way that is approved by
society That is the case adfomeclerics belonging
to different sects and some artjdtssinessmen and
politicians that depend upon public opinion

It is not the same texpectthat a human being
be perfect from cradle to tomb, something
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impossiblein a hunan due to our low qualitythan
to expectthat heattain perfectionafter so many
yearsof learning experience anttaining

In the case of Job:1, we see that Scripture
testifies to the fact that Job was perfeghteous
fearful of God and set apart from evilhis
testimony appears laterconfirmed in verse 8
becausdt is God himselfwho bears witness about
Jobdos p dtisfreaffirmeddater in 3 when
al | of Jobds posamdGacsilions ar e
considers hinfia perfect and an upright manpne
that feareth Godand escheweth e@iland still he
holdeth fast his integty,é 0

Also in Genesis ® we see that Scripture says
that ié Noah was a just man angberfectin his
generationg 0

Yes, it is possible to reach perfection in this
life, if it were not possible, God would not
require it from anyone. He would not exhort
anyme to reaclperfection. He also wouldchotask a
paraplegicperson to run swiftly so that he may
catch a ballnor would he ask a blind man to paint a
landscape of a setting sun

*

Scripture testifies that many reached holiness,
| et 6s see some exampl es
One of the most notable examples is that of Job
Scripture testifies many times regarding the holiness
and perfection Job was able to reakle was not
always holy and perfecin Job 1326, he confesses
that he had sinned in his youtfurther he beliees
(erroneously) that what he was going through was
the result of his previous sindob was not always
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saintly, but he reached sainthoodlt is not that
Job never sinnedt is that he no longer sinned

AiFor thou writest bitter things against me
and makest me to possegBe _iniquities of
my youth 0 (Job 1326)

What occurred to Job was not motivated by his
singbecaushi s wer e not bigger
sin, and yef what happened to Job did not happen to
them It is safe tosay that what hapmed to Job was
motivated by a) the confidence God had in that Job
would behave adequatelthroughout his suffering
without knowing why and b) Go d 6 s desi
demonstrate to fallen angels that a creature that was
inferior was capable of a life and fa®dis towards
God that they (Satan arttie demons) had never
experienced in spite of having receiek more
benefits and never damagdige Joh

Concisely, Joh without knowledge served God
demonstrating the superiority of his clean feeljngs
as opposed tdbeings that having been created
superior were actually inferior by their voluntary
corruption In other wordsJob served God in order
to demonstrathe moral inferiority of Satan arttle
demons

In Job 11, the writer inspired by the Holy Spirit
testifies that he was a perfect maighteous fearful
of God and apart from eviln 1:8, it is Godhimself
who testifies about JoHike in 2:3, after Job was
left childless and without his possessionkis can
also be seen in:22, 2:10 and 427-8.

AiThere was a man in the land of ,Uzhose
name was Jabandthat man was perfect and
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upright, and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil 0 (Job 11)

AANnd the LORD said unto SataHast thou

considered my servant Jaihat there is none

like him in the Earth, a perfect and an

upright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth eyl 0 (Job 18)

filn all this Job sinned notnor charged God
foolishly. 0 (Job 122)

AANnd the LORD said unto SataHast thou
consideredny servant Job, that there is none
like him in the Earth, a perfect and an
upright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth eviland still he holdeth fast his
integrity, although thou movedst me against
him, to destroy him without caused

(Job 23)

AiBut he said unto heiMhou speakest ase
of the foolish women speakeWha® shall
we receive good at the hand of Gadd shall
we not receive evilin all this did not Job sin
with his lips. 0 (Job 210)

fir And it was spthat after the LORD had
spoken these words unto Jabe LORD said

to Eliphaz the TemaniteMy wrath is kindled
against theeand against thy two frienggor

ye have not spoken of me the thing that is
right, as my_servant Job haths Therefore
take unto you now seven bullocks and seven
rams and go to my servant Jpbnd offer up

for yourselves a burnt offeringand my
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servant Job shall pray for yodor him will |
accept lest | deal with you after your follyn
that ye have not spoken of me the thing
which is right, like my servant Job 0

(Job 427-8)

J o0 b 0 sesshandlpurity is not solely exhibited in
the book of Jopcenturies laterduring the era of the
prophets God uses him as an example of a saintly
person

AThough these three mddoah, Daniel, and
Job, were in it they should deliver but their
own salls by their righteousnessaith the
Lord GOD. 0 (Ezekiel 14:14)

In another notable example,although they are
not persons of Biblical fameare Zacharias ah
Elizabeth who reach biblical testimony that they
lived in holiness

fis There was in the da of Herod the king
of Judaeaa certain priest named Zacharias
of the course of Abjaand his wife was of the
daughters of Aaron and her name was
Elisabeth 6 And they were both righteous
before God, walking in__all the
commandments and ordinances did Lord
blameless 0 (Lk 1:5-6)

The thought thatholinessis unattainablgis an
error many churches transmit to thétock. As we
saw in the previoupassageyou may becom@just
before God walking without repression in
obedience to the commandmeranad statutes of
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Godd It is not how many now belieyehat fiyou
cannot live a day without sinning.

The bad thing abouthis erroneous teachini
churches is that those that believe that they cannot
be sinleswill not make any effort to become better
and reach that whichZachariah and Elizabeth
reached It does not mean they never sinnedit
meansthat they had ceased to sin

In Luke 225 reference is made about a just and
pious man named Simeon

AANd behold there was a man in Jerusalem
whose mame was Simegrand the same man
was just and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israeland the Holy Ghost was
upon him 0 (Luke 2:25)

Al t hough the Bindbbonedoest ates that
good (is just), not e vite evidemtiy & 0
referring to the facthat there is not one person who
has been just or good during his entire lifetime
from cradle to the tombwithout sin It is not
referring to thempossibility of reachinga state of
holiness All the persons mentioned previously
reached holinessThis does not mean that they
never sinned but there came a time mirthives that
they ceased tsin.

Another evident case is that of Joseph and the
Virgin Mary. There are two extreme negatiyes
towards them by the religious Catholics have
convered Mary in spite of herselfinto a goddess
and many Protestants proclaim her as an anathema
or a common womarirhose who regard her as a
goddesshave a sin ofdolatry. Those who see her
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as a common woman are extremely mistakamd
whatever | say about her apgd to Joseph

If the Virgin Mary had not been an exceptional
woman like Noah Enoch Moses Joh Daniel etc,
God would not have entrusted her with the
upbringing and caring of such a sacred beirgpy
the same about Josedham sure thatGod would
not have entrusted meith the care of the Son of
God This simple but solid reasoning is all that is
necessary to comprehend the merits of Joseph and
the Virgin Mary. Now, to regard her as deitpray
to her, etc, is farfetchegl | would not do the same
with Noah Joh Moses or Daniel because that
belongs solely to GodPleasebrethren neither of

the extremes are correct
*

Butchers vs. holiness

There is a type of Christian that attributes all his
sins to the fact thatelivesin the flesh Everytime
they sin and they are exhortednstead of
recognizing their sin and make a concentrated effort
to eliminate thelust that originated the sjrwhat
they do is justify themselves in the clich@t is
becase we are in the flestbrothed That type of
Christian is the one | call th@utched pecause he
always deals with thBmeab (flesh).

Holiness is perfectly possible for a Christiame
do not have to think we are defeated like the
fibutchers jn the sense of believing that while we
live in this life, we will be defeated by the flesh
There is no such thing

fiHaving therefore these promisedearly
beloved let us cleanse ourselves from all
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filthiness of the fleshand spirit, perfecting
holinessin the fear of God 0 (Il Co 7:1)

After our conversion to Christthe duty of a
Christian is to begin his ascent up thag stairway
of holiness step by step invoking protection and
the direct assistance of Gott is not correct to
stand on the firsstep kneeling and praying that
God carry usand take us to the highestepon the
stairway We have to make a personal effort to
climb eachstep

We are beingscreated with free will and God
does not force us to become halyt could be that
in this life we are training for the future lifeand
God will not perform on our behalf the work that
required ofus He wants us to learn to be self
sufficient and only asfor his protectionso that the
enemy does not weigh us dowor his help when
exhausted by our own effortere aspire to climb
one norestep

In a gymnasiuma fathershould notlift weights
for his son it is necessary that the son himself lift
them only by doing so will his muscles develop

Godis not going to do our educatiorfadmework
in the same way in which we woultbt do a page
of penmanship that was homework assigned to a
child. If we did, the child would never learn how to
write properly

It could be therefore that we are being
accustomed to behave and live on our olmnthat
manney God could rest calmly in heam knowing
that He does not have to worry about our behavior
because we have already learned and do not have
any need for inspection nor vigilance am not
trying to say that this is the state of every Christian
that dies but | do believe that it is thstate God

32



1140

1141

1142

1143

1144

1145

1146

1147

1148

1149

1150

1151

1152

1153

1154

1155

1156

1157

1158

1159

1160

1161

1162

1163

1164

1165

1166

1167

1168

1169

1170

1171

1172

1173

1174

1175

desires for all Christiasas they finalize their career
in this life.

We should not think that the simple act of
dying will fix our lusts or faults. Even in the case
of resurrecting with new flesim which we will not
havefleshly problems we have to think that there
are sins which are not motivated by our bodily
state but reside in our souls like pride and envy
Therefore those sins can accompany a soul even
after the death of the bodyhe most sinful of
beings, does not live in the flesh

| do not know if | am rightbut the thousand years
(Millennium) that we will have to live on thigarth
in the new bodybefore theNew Heaven andNew
Earth, will serve as an educative period will be a
time to learn for Christians who have noeheable
to live in a holy environment for too lonm order
to be trained in correct behavior and become used to
it. 1 imagine that whoever is educated here and
now, will enjoy the Millennium more so Christ
lived among sinnerde is used to jithe will reign
during the Millennium and we will be able to be
with Him. Perhaps during thateriod we will be
educated in order to liaterwith God who abhors
sin.

We are in the flestbut we do not serve according
to the fleshWe do not have to accept tHeesis of
defeat thafiwe are in the flestbrethre® We have
to strive to reach complete holingshich is
possiblein this life. If not achieved completelywe
should strive to attain our goal as closely as
possible at the time of our final existence &arth

What is not justifiable is the absolute indolence
nor a mere nominal effort to reach holineGsd is
just, and | am sure that it is prepared in a way that
he who exerts himself and wantdo reach, will
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feel happier than the one who became
accugomed to the flesh

Even in this life we now hayewe see the
unbeliever living a life or existence of less jdwam
a Christian and among Christianse who is closer
to God is more joyful still Therefore now, in this
life, there exists what we canalt fiautomatic
rewardd to he who becomes closer to Goof
course that same is true or more so in the future life
It is not that God give morgoodsto those who
seek him it is that because of some mysterious
mechanismthese are much happier with thensa
amount of possessions and even with.less

One of the biggest flaws of churchesowadays

is that there is no emphasis in the holiness of a

Christian They only speak of forgivenessin
immense majority adopt the thesis of filritched

or the finominaleffortd towards holinessThey even
refer to holiness as an unattainable myth which can
only be attained upon deatRurthermorethey are
ashamed to admit that they strive to reactf ithe
subject is discussedt is always in this manner
fiwe shouldtry, brethren but that is impossible
éperhaps ino.the other |

Review of Chapter 3. God Christ the Holy
Spirit and the Apostlesencourage us to reach
holiness If it could not be obtained in this lifaone
of them would encourage us to do, fftey would
not ask of us something they know could not be
obtained We should consider the fact that we hear
in numerousinstanceswords of encouragement
from the Sermon on the Mounbut we neverhear
aboutholiness

In SecondTimothy, Paul tells us thathe Bible is
good for the perfection of Christian As evidence
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thathuman beingsnay reach holinessve have the
example of EnochNoah Johh Moses Samuel and
Daniel persons who Godvitnesses of We read
many verses which confirm that holiness is
attairable and we are encouraged to reachWe
mention the example of Zachariah and Elizabeth
and Joseph and the Virgin Mary

The fibutchers blame thefiflesho for all sins
without reasoning that the most sinful of, &l&s no
flesh and has never lived inetilesh It is trug that
there isfino one goodnot even on@ but it is to say
that there is no one who has lived without sin his
entire life It does not mean that we cannot stop
sinning

*kk

Chapter 4

Blessings of holiness and obstacles in
reaching holiness

Sin separates us from blessings

As we will clearly see in the following verse
which | presentsin places an obstruction for our
blessings and the good things which God wishes to
pour upon usThereforeit is not to be taken lightly
to postmne to the futureto stop sinning In
addition, that would be a lack of respect towards
God, and alsoit is something which harms us
personally inasnuch as towards societyThe
majority of the damage we cause ourselves is a
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1246 result of our lack of obedienceto the
17 commandments of God

1248

1249 AYour iniquities have turned away these
1250 things and your sins have withholden good
1251 things from you 0 (Jer 525)

1252

1253 There are times in which God punisheshecause

wsa  We deserve punishment as a result of something we
1255 have dongandHe is no respecter of perspas Acts

s 10:34 declaresOther times, the harm we eerience

ws7 IS for the sake of learning from that experience
1258 HoOwever at other timesthey area result of our

1250 doing without the desire to punislks or the desire to

1o teah us We could learn something from said
12e1  experiencebutitwasnot t 6s .pur pose

1262 Our life, in relation to the commandments and

1263 our misfortunes i s mu c h l i ke t he operator 0 s
12ea  Manual which accompanies mostapparatus and

126s  €electronics we purchase

1266 If we foo | ow the manuf adturero6s instruct
127 apparatus will work to our benefif we do not we

e Will suffer the consequences

1269 At times we think we know everything there is to
1270 Know, but it is not soGod gives us commandments
wnn that many believe were gearéowards those that
w2 lived fAback thed jor that were giverto usfor no

1273 reason they are not obeyed and thus there are
s consequencespersonally had that experience with a
275 car | owned

1276 | was using cheap oil in my carhe oil hadgood

1277 Viscosity and sincé know about physigschemistry

1z7s etc, | thought | was doing the right thingwas with

279 a friend who was schooled mechanic and when he
1280 Saw the cheap oil | was using in my,dae advised

a1 Me to use an expensive brand of Sihce | knew that
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the oil | was using hadufficient viscosity | did not

see the need to spend more money in better quality
oil, thinking that | knew more because | had studied
physics and chemistrgtc.

After three or four yearsthe engine in my car
burned out and | came to nfryend, and together we
removed the old engine and installed a new. one
When we finishedmy friend saidiL et 6 s s ee
this motor burned outdNe opened it and upon
removing the casingve noticethetube whichtake in
the oil contained a screen so thiatreign bodies
would not penetrate the enginghe screen was
blocked by solid carbon and only three squares
remained open for the aspiration of the. dlot
enoughoil could enter through such a small opening
when | accelerated the car and thereftite engine
burned out

When my friend saw the tuplee saidiYou should
always use the most expensive oil you can afford in
your car because more costly oils contain ingredients
that dissolve carboand prevent carbdinom sticking
to parts of the motor anthat carbon is removed
every time the oil is changet you usecheaper ojl
the carbon sticks all over the engine as you see in this
case 0

At that moment! remembered and repliedYou
told me three or four years ago to use the best oil |
could afford but you did not tell me whyand
therefore | di d n.d thoudhti Isknee it all o

God does not always tell us why we should obey
a commandment,but if we do not oby it, in time,
we will burn out some of thémotors which runour
life.

*
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Why Daniel had divinepr ot ecti on in the | ionds
According to DanielGod liberated him from the
mouths of the liondbecausde was just

fizo And when he came to the ddw cried
with a lamentable voice unto Danjend the
king spake and said to DanieD Daniel
servant of the living Gads thy God whom
thou servest continuallyable to deliver thee
from the lion® 21 Then said Daniel unto the
king, O king live forever 22 My God hath
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions'
mouths, that they have nothurt me,
forasmuch as before him _innocence was
found in me and also before thed king
have | done no hurto  (Daniel 6:20-22)

Does this mean that the grave things that occur to
a human being are because he has a certain injustice
credited to hif? A sin that was committed by him
may not be directly in relation with the injustice of
the suffering but God does not deliver him from it
which is unjust because he did not receive
sufficient punishment for some sin he committed

In_synthesis a fault or stain that a human
being has or commits before God, invalidates all
or part of the protection God gives us through
his angels

Since Daniel did not have a ne¢iga balance in his
account but any wrongdoings he previously
commited werealready paid farthe angeliedivine
protection manifested itsdtfundred per cent

Does this mean that dad things that come upon
a person aras a result of punishment or some debt
he has to pd Not necessarilySometimes persons
of higher merit before God can eqence very
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hard times in which they will serve God to
demonstrate how much thegpvie him and they
continue to lee him no matter how bad their
experienceThis was the case with JoBut let us
not think that we are all like Job.

What occurs sometirseis that the consequences
of a national or social sin falls on a particular nation
or society and all members are sprinkled with the
punishmentEven though all of this is truéhe first
thing | do is not examining the society or the
nation, but examinemyself. As we can seere@ of
the blessings of holiness is to count asolute
protection from God

*

Obedience and happiness

When a human being walks in the path of God
automatically flee far from him many anguishes
which are not pushed far away fra a person who
does nobbey God The first anguish he is separated
from is the anguish of deatlthe fear of thinking
what will happen when we dieTrue Christians
know that upon deathve pass on to the presence of
God That is a blessing whicis enjoyd by true
Christians This is probably the greatest of the
blessingsHowever there are other blessings which
are not enjoyed by all true Christiaftsdepend on
which commandments we obey or disobey

God has given us commandments to bring us
joy. If we obey some andot others we will be
happy withthose things which have to do with the
ones that we obeyHowever we will suffer the
bitterness for which avoidance were given the
commandments we did natish to obey or the
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ones we did not obey because did not inquire
aboutthem

If we, being in an elecic plant see a red alert sign
with skull and crossbonewe immediately proceed
to read it Being in the worldwhich by experience
we know is so dangerouur most intelligent
decision is to seahcfor who is the owner of the
universe find his commandments and obey them so
that we are nafielectrocuted .

There are those that assign ffijebo of finding
the commandments that we should oleythe
pastor oftheir church or the hierarchy dheir sect
This isas ifat the crossingf a street with a lot of
vehicular traffic we would blindfold ourselves and
let ourselves be guided by our pastéach one of
us is responsible for oneseft judgment time, we
will not be asked what we learned from he
priest or what the pasbr told us, or what doctrine
the church taught ubut whatthe Bible said

Let us imagine a place where hail occasionally
falls. In order to reach from poiritAo to pointfiBo |,

a trail is covered by a roohade of concretavhich
protects us from the grains of halarge grains
medium grains and smajkrains Since the covered
trail extends to the right and to the left forming
severaliiSO yery often someone walking does not
have patience and does not want to walk to the
extremeright or the extreme left of th#so and they
decide to take a short ctithey step away from the
covered trail and cross a terrain which is not
protected in order to reach the other part offie
which forms the trail

There are some which proceedcardingly and
since at that moment hail is not coming dowrey
do not suffer from their disobedienc&here are
some who will do so and when they reach the
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ws  halfway point small hail falls upon them causing
26 little harm There are times in which large héalls
uzz  and those who find theselves in the unprotected
12s  Shortut sufferdreadfulconsequences

1429 Sufferings and adversitesfollow a similar path
10 to that which is previously descrined/e cease to
un  Obey one or more commandmertisit at that time
w2 our spirtual enemies are not aleraind nothing
uz  happens to u©ther timesconfident in that nothing
1w happened to us previouslywe disobey the same
ws  commandment or one of lesser value and the results
us  are catastrophicWorse still, at other times our
wuy  Spiritual enenes do not attack yuso that we may
1 continue to disobey anget harderd towards sin
wuwe  This way they cantake control of our mind and our
wuwo  life. These are the cases of persons who are
un  possessed

1442 *

1443

1444

1445 Fidelity in adversity, and joy

1446 It is easy for anyone tbe faithfulto the one who
wusr  filled him with blessings and protection
s Furthermore that was the reason Satan gave in
e Order to explain according to his reasoninghe
uso  fidelity of Job (Job 19-11). However it requires
wst  immense fidelity towards Godo obeyHim when
us2  obeying delivers setbacks injustice and even
us3  bitterness

1454 Job as much as Josepihe son of Jacqhwvere the
uss  type of men that were faithful even though their
uss  fidelity would cause inexplicable bitterneda the
us7  particular case of Josephis important to note that
uss  Satan tried to annul the future preservation of
uso  the sons of Jacob, who God was going to bring to
uso  EQypt, through the simple process of morally
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invalidating the key ingredient God was going to
utilize: Joseph.

fiz And it came to pasdtar these thingghat
his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph
and she saidLie with me s But he refused
and said unto his master's wifBehold, my
master wotteth not what is with me in the
house, and he hath committed all that he
hath to my handg ¢ There is none greater in
this house than;Ineither hath he kept back
anything from me but thebecause thou art
his wife how then can | do this great
wickedness, angin against Go@ 0

(Gen 397-9)

Because of his fidelity towards Godoseph

suffered the slander of the wife ohte guar dsé

captain anetnded up in prisarEven in prisonGod
blessed him and he became the supervisail ¢iie
prisoners In addition he left prison to the joy of
becoming the chief of all of Egypuperseded only
by Pharaoh himselfAbove all which is most
important he experienced the joy of knowg that
God had used him to sawis family and the people
who would bring forth the Messiah

Perhaps prior to a man receiving a great
commission or divine charge Saan upon
suspecting or knomgGodo6s pl ans , for
will try to sift him like wheat like he did with the
Apostles according to Luke 231 From this we
can deduce that this abominable being requested
direct intervention in the lives of the Aptes in
order to cause thermullennessWe can rightfully
say thathowadayshe or his spiritual henchmen can
do the same directly or through human beings
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which are fitting

In times prior to the crucifixion since thes
abominable beings had direatcas to God they
asked fopermissionbecause they coulddothing
on their own volition Nowadays since they were
cast from heaven and do not have direct contact
with God they can only utilize the implicit right
granted to all creaturgsince the begiming of time
and which is to propose their ideas to oth&isey
cannot go beyond the laws which God has
established concerning their tetatoon of humans

*

The promises of God are not unconditional

There are those who believe that the promises
which God makes in &ipture must be fulfilledby
God without a care about our behavibhave not
seen in the entire Bible or solitary divine promise
that does not have an explicit ormplicit condition.
Some believe that they cditlaimo a promise and
that is all that is necessaryWe will see some
promises in order to show that there is always a
conditionalfiifo in them

Many believers think that once God promises
something they can behave in any walgecause
God is obliged to fulfill his promises in amgvent
What they donoét reali ze
verse of the Bible has a promise and not a condition
required much later in aother verse they have not
read or have not wanted to understand the
condition God required for the fullilhent of that
promise to take lpce It would be good for those
who believe that the promises of God are
unconditional to review all the verses where there
are promises and look for the references to other
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verses so they can see that in orttepbtain that
promise we mustact in accordanceith something
on our parteven if that is only having faith_et us
see what the following verses say

AANd ye shall be left few in numberhereas
ye were as the stars of heaven for multifude
because thou wouldest noteythe voice of
the LORD thy God 0  (Deut 28:62)

This verse refers to the promise that the Jewish
people would be as numerous as the skiws/ever
it is here where it igecorded thathis promise
would be fulfilled if_they obeyed, not if they
disobeyd the commandments of Goth other
words the promise was not unconditional

There are many who have the foolish notion that
after God makes a promistney can do whatever
they want because they believe that God is
obligated to fulfill what they imagine is His
Word. When they read in the Bible a promise made
by God they only pay attention to or only
remember the part which is most advantageous or
beneficial to them not the implicit or explicit
conditions God has ordained for the fulfillment of
His pramise

A1 And an angel of the LORD came up from
Gulag to Bochumand said | made you to go
up out of Egyptand have brought you unto
the land which | swore unto your fathgesd

| said, | will never break my covenant with
you. 2 And ye shall make nodague with the
inhabitants of this land;ye shall throw down
their altars but ye have not obeyealy voice
why have ye done tifiss Wherefore | also
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said, | will not drive them out from before

you but they shall be as thorns in your sides

and their godsshall be a snare unto youo
(Judgex:1-3)

In theseverse, God said that he would never
invalidate His covenant (which is the part they want
to remember)on the condition that they not form
an allance with the enemgwhich is the part they
do notwant to rememberMany Christians proceed
in this manner nowThey remember that Christ
liberated us from all sirbut they do not want to
remember that it is necessary to repent
wholeheartedly of their sin and not continue to
commit the sin

In the 16th and 17th century, there were
corsairs and pirates

Both dedicated themselves to attacking ships at sea
in order to kill and robThe differencebetween a
corsair and a pirate ishat the latter acted for
himself while the corsair was semd pilfer ships
belonging to an enemy nation they were at war
with. In other wordsthe pirate was a bandoleer on
his own he did not represent any nation and no one
backed him up The corsair was a bandoleer
authorized by the government of his counthe
served h8 nation whereby he obtained what is
known asfiLetters of Marque which was a license
to assaultkill and robenemy ships

When God makes a promjsee does not give us a
fiLetter of Marqueé that allows us to do whatever
we want with the assurance th&od is obligated to
fulfill His word. See below

fiNeither will I any more remove the foot of
Israel from out of the land which | have
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appointed for your fathersso that they will
take heedto do all that | have commanded
them, according to the wholealv and the
statutes and the ordinances by the hand of
Moses 0 (Il Chronicles33:8)

It is similar with salvation. Christ did all the
work for us we simply have to accept; ibut we
should not believe that we haseletter & Marque
to continue sinning Muntarily and not lose. .itike
al |l of Go,davationphasatsrciorsliBoss:
the true and profound repentance of sin,
something that a person who continually repeats
voluntarily his sin canot have

The following verse shows David explaining to
his son Solomon how the promise made by God
hadconditions

fiThat the LORD may continue his word
which he spke concerning mesaying If thy
children take heedto their way to walk
before me in truth with all their heart and
with all their sou) there shall not fail thee a
man on the throne of Israeldo (I K 2:4)

Note that God said to Davyiélf thy children take
heed to their wag 0, in which case means that if
they do not heed their way, the promise would
not be fulfilled. We see it again in | Kigs 314,
6:12-13 and 94-5. Do not be deceivedhot even
those who are gréan the faith received promises
without conditions

The promises of our Lord Jesus Christjike his
Fat h are éomditional as wellFor examplein
Matthew 614, Christ saysii éif ye forgive men
their trespassesyour heavenly Father will also
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forgive yow, which means that if we do not

forgive, we will not be forgivenAs we segthefiif o

is conditional and states that the promise has

conditions

If we read Matthew 120, we will note that the
promise of being able toeemove amountain to
yonder placelepended on fditthe size of a grain of

mustardT hat 6 s

done for them of my Father which is in heaven

win éif ya hiave faithyasa
grain of mustard se€do Another example is in
Matthew 1819 where God promisefAgain | say
unto youy thatif two of you shall agree oBarth as
touching anything that they shall askif shall be

This is not unconditional
In Jesus Chris 6 s
there areonditional promises
fi éTo him that overcomettwill | give to eat of
the tree of life . (Rew. 2:7). This implies that if one
does not overcomée will not receive the promise

|l etters t o,

i éHe that overcomethshall not be hurt of the
second death (Rev. 2:11). There is thepromise of
not dying a second timé he overcomes

We see the same if we read R&\w7, 2:26, 3:5,
and 321 In other words we confirm thatthe
promises of God are not unconditionallLet us not

t

he Seven

have the dangerous notion that the grace of God
consists in the continuation of sin without losing

salvation

Review of Chapter 4. There is an obvious

relation between our sin and the lack of blessings

Our life, with respect to the BibJeappears to have
the efficiency and longevity of an applianaeith

respect

t o
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when we do not use fiexpensive od which is
suggested by Go,hdartincoormmandment s

life can burn out

Daniel had absolute protectiofbecause there

wasnot any S i

n

cr.e@urted

obligation is to decipher the meaning of tharning
sign with the skull and crossbones which we see in
an electric plantlt is also our obligation to know
what the Bible saysThe fidelity to God sometime
brings suffering as in the case of JoseplEgypt
but in the long run the obedience of the
commandments of God bring true happiness

In the Bible there is notevenone unconditional
promise God has not given Christians a Letter of
Marque so that we may sin repeatedly without
losing our blessigs protection and even salvation

*k*k

Chapter 5

Sin is our fault, not thefault of the
environment, predestination, ignorance or

Satan

God does not wish to send us malask nor allow

it

God does not wish to distress his creatuiebe
allowsiit, it is 0 that theylearn something or as a
consequence of some wrongdaitigGod does not
wish to send us malaise or distredmsit these
descend upon ust is because sin is a human

b ei n fpdits Distress can
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consequence of an acteprously committed by ys
either as individualsas a society or as a nation

fiz1 For the Lord will not cast off for eveg.
But though he cause griefet will he have
compassion according to the multitude of his
mercies 33 For he doth not afflict wilingly
nor grieve the children of men 0
(Lamentations 31-33)

Things that happen to man are not always as a
result of his personalaction. Sometimes it may be
asacomequence of S 0 masim e
the case in which ehild inherits a enerealdisease
from its parentsWe have to understand thahat a
child inherits is only while in the flesh andhe
only suffers from it in this lifetime. He may
follow God, be saved because of Chyiand live
eternally without the inconvenient malady he
inherited from his parentbecause he will inherit a
new body upon his resurrection

We can say the same about the sin of society,
like pornography, whereby children suffer the
consequences as well asomen who do not
participate inthat sin. Another case may be the
punishment of a nation for allowing abortion
That nation may pafor their sinin the form of way
although manymight haveopposed abortigrthey
will suffer the consequences of war

God does notvant to causenan any painbut if
they r ansgr es s , tBeomhiursl prbcass s
which follows the lack of obedience is suffered by
the entire nation and all of societyfeverthelessl
say, in almost all cases, when a person suffers
some form of malady or anguish, it is motivated
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by a personal act. At leag this has been my
personal experience

There are many who wish to blame their sinful
tendency and sin to their ancestorsThey claim
that because Adam and Eve sinngdey have
inherited a sinful natureThis is what they refer to
asfioriginal sird This is falseWe shalldeal withit
in the following section

*

AOr i ginal sino i s a myth
Adam and Eveb6s sin affected al|l of
is physical the earthclimatea per sobus body
we will refer only to human beings
The sinwhich was committed by Adam and Eve
which is referred to aoriginal sird affected the
soul of our two original parentbeing thatboth of
them directly commited thatsin. It also affected
their bodies because & a result of their sin
mortality enterel in the physiologial system of
human beingHowever their sin affectedonly the
body, the physical part of their descendentsto
whom they transmitted their mortaljtiiness and
other infirmities of their bodiesbut it did not
affect the souls of tleir descendants
Their descendantsvere not born with souls that
were condemnedhey were condemned to aroal
death but not a spiritual oneThe latter was a
sentence which each one caigpon himself by his
behavior after reaching a certain ageieh | could
not determine what that age is
Human beings are bomithout sin and loose the
state of holiness one by gndecausein the
following verse Jesus Christ says about children
fifor of such is the Kingdom of Godd herefore
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children are not amdemned since birthinstead t
should be said that man is born withianate right

to the Kingdom of God, he later loses that right
because of his malicious behavitir children can
enter the Kingdom of Gaqdhis is a clear indication
that they do notdwefisino at the time of their birth
because no one can enter the Kingdom of God with
sin. This easily indicates thdthereditary original

s i doés not exist

fiBut when Jesus saw, ihe was much
displeased and said unto themSuffer the
little children to come unto mend forbid
them notfor of such is theKingdom of God
(Mark 10:14)

No matter how holy a person may, rporal
death is certain because corporal death is
congenital it is hereditary No matter how bad and
sinful a parent mayd the soul of the child is not
lostbecause of his fathe€Consequentlyfihereditary
original sird is not transmitted from one soul to
another throughout generationBo think that the
fatherfiproduces the soul of the child and transmits
his genetic chacter is to think (like mangtheist
scientists Russellite, Seventh Day Adventist®tc)
that the soul and the body are one and the same

Some believehe existence of sin is transmissible
to subsequent generatiorikhis is what referred to
asforigind sind According to this hypothesislue
to the fact that Adam and Eve sinneall of
humanity is lost since before birthhey are all
condemned télell since their birth

This is not logicalWhat a human being transmits
to his descendants are physicharacteristicsnot
goodness or evilCharacteristics of the soul are not

51



119 passed dowriThis is proven time and time again in
1820 life today as in the Biblgthat the children of saved
1822 Or unsaved parentsan either beinsaved or saved
1822 In order to admit t hat our parents transmit the
122 Soul and its characteristics,we would have to
182« think that the soul is physical armological since
125 only matter forms a fetudf through that biologic
126 Matter the soul is transmittedhen we would have
127 to think that the soulnd the body are the same
126 thing, which is the hypothesis of atheist scientists
120 Seventh Day Adventists and RusgeHi

1830 Furthermorewe would have to think tha tiny
181 part of the soul of the father (or the mobdhes
1822 plucked which go with and iscontained in eachof
133 the femnine or masculine sexual cellboth, those
183« thatwould beusedin the formation of the fetysr
135 the ones that are lost due to the fact that they are not
183 Used or badly used

1837 At that rate the soul of a man with heavy sexual
183s  aclvity would be much diminished because he
139 would constantly los@microscopic particles of his
120 SOUub Otherwise we would have to think that the
121 soul is not diminised, because of self renewat
182 automatically renews itselbr however we want to
a3 callit. In that casgwe would have tosk ourselves
182 how the soulauto restorg itself. Does it restore
s itself based on daily fodd Then when a person
16 hungers for a prolonged length of timgoes the
187 SOUl diminist? Absurd!!

1848 Besides if the father or the mothetransmits in
a9 their reproductive cellsa microscopicfraction of
1850 their sou) then we wouldhave to arrive at several
151 Incongruousonclusions

1852 a) The soul increases in volunwhile nutrients
1853 are received inthe mothed s  w asntie fetus
15« grow; otherwise ve have to conclude thahe
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fivolumed of the soul a person hasday is an
infinitesimal fraction of what the father possessed
which is an infinitesimalfraction of the grandfather
etc. until it is traced back to Adam and Eve
Absurd!

b) Are we to bekeve that e fisoub duplicates
and multiplies itself in the same way that the
primary cell in an embryo duplicates and
multiplies? Are there nowtwo fisoul® (or more)
one for eactembryocell? Or is it thatthe fivolumed
of the fisoub of the first cell of the embryo
increase® Otherwisethe microscopic fraction of
fisoub transmitted by the parents would be tre
that would govern the entire body of an adAli
theseideasare absurd!

c) If the fisoub of the first cellfigrows ,n the
fetus why does itgrow? Does it grow due to
physical nutrient? Is the soul something physical
something belonging to this dimension in which we
live? Also, how far would it grow Until it is borr?
While his body grows Until whert? Is the soul of a
child or a dwarfiismdlero than that of an adult
Absurd!

d) If the soul of the progenitor is transmitted to
their descendants in some way that we cannot
comprehendthen we would all have the same soul
as Adam or Evewhy, then do we all think and feel
differently from one another and we have the
understanding that we are differemih addition the
soul that we inherited is from Adam or EV&/ho
do we inherit our souls fromOur mothegs or our
fathes? Another absurdity!

e) If in their obstinacy, they continue to beliee
that the soul is transmitted by way ioheritance
but each personality is differerihen please define
what the soul 8 Is it the Alo ,the ego or the
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personality of each individualand what are the
differenes between theP And above all who
commits sin my soul my egqg my body or what
els€ Where do thoughts and feelings come flom

As we can see, errors such as this doctrine
concerning faebeligya byamhanys i n o
becausethey are taught by personsin religious
positions of authority and it wasnever questioned
or analyzed As soon as we do seve understand
that we have to oppress common sense or turn to
superstitious dogma in order to admit this hegdtic
hypothesis

What is most in agreement with Scripture and
logic is that a humabeing transmits to its progeny
the characteristics of the badwhich is called
genotype or phenotypeAn i ndividual 6s soul i s
pl aced by God or his angels in that
body, at some point after conceptionThis occurs
either during pregnancy, during birth or some
undefined time after birth; or in some cases
before and in some afterwards

If we inherit our souls and its characteristics from
our parentsthen no one would be accountable for
their sins because it would be an inherited trait
This wauld be like inheriting an illness which is not
our fault or doing It would be like an Indian or
African inheriting his corporal characteristics from
his ancestorsWhy condemn a person télell
because he may be Chinese or Indiawhat fault
is in that peson that would cause him to inherit
those characteristiesSimilarly, why condemn a
human because their ancestors transmitted an
attitude of sif? This is not what the Bible teaches.
King Solomon said that God createdupright
human beings; it is man whohave sought out
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many inventions, sdbecoming accountable by his
deviance from doing what is right.

fiLo, this

only have | foundthat God hath

made man upright; but they have sought out
many inventions 0 (Ecclesiasteg:29)

Aswe canseavhensod s | eave Godobés hands,
they are upright; it is later on that these souls
become tarnishedNote that Solomon refers to
fithemd , referring to many not just Adam

Therefore ac
not the prob

cording to Solomgm@Adamdés si n was
lembut the sinof each one of udf

God made man forthrighthen man is not ainner
by birth. There is no such thing aShereditary

original sird

over each newhumanbeing that is

born We are not draggin@glong a sentence that
does not belong to udut to our parentsOn the
contrary the sentence we carry is our very Qwot

anyone

el sebds

Jesus Christ taught us the opposite of the

hereti
never said

c doctrine of Hehereditary
anything that could wrongly be

interpreted as the fact that a person is condemned

because ofA

d a m6.90n the aontraryhis words

teach us that each one of us is born without sin or

penalty

fnBut Jesus saidSuffer little children, and
forbid them naqtto come unto mdor of such
is the Kingdom of Heaven o(Mt 19:14)

If children can emr Heavenit is an obvious sign

that they are
Heaven with
that there

without sjibecauseno one can enter
sin. From this we can easily gather
is no such thing as original ,sin
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transmitted from parents to childregsincethe time
of Adam Otherwiseg children would then be sinners
by birth and they could never enter Heauertil
they were convertedf a parent cald transmit the
sinfulness of his soul this descendantshen the
result would be that from a sinful parerhbere
would never be generatiomd Christians which is
not so

The prophet Ezekiel also reaffirms the doctrine
that children do not carry the blame for thim,
thoughts or feelings belonging to their parents
Contrary to the doctrinef the fihereditary original
sind which condemnsnan to Hell for the sins of
Adam, Ezekiel, inspired by the Holy Spirit, said
that children are not condemned by the sins of their
ancestors

A1 The word of the LORD came unto me
again, saying 2 What mean yethat ye use
this proverb concerning the landf Israel
saying The fathers have eaten sour grapes
and the children's teeth are set on €2lgés |
live, saith the Lord GODye shall not have
occasion any more to use this proverb in
Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; as the
soul of the father, & also the soul of the son
is ming the soul that sinneth, it shall die 0
(Ezekiell8:1-4)

fiza Now, lo, if he beget a sqrthat seeth all
his father's sins which he hath denend
considereth and doeth not such liked .17
That hath taken off his hdnfrom the poar
that hath not received usury nor increase
hath executed my judgmentsath walked in
my statuteshe shall not die for the iniquity
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of his father, he shall surely livé .20 The
soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall
not bear the miquity of the father, neither
shall the father bear the iniquity of the son
the righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon him and the wickedness of the wicked
shall be upon him 0

(Ezk 18:14-20 abbreviatell

In Deuteronomy24:16, Moses tedoes that we
should not punish the chilen for the sins ofthe
parents If that is what God teachghow can we
think He would do the oppositel do not seen
Scripture anythinghat would support the heretical
doctrine offihereditary original sia .If God says
that children should not be condemned for the sins
of their parents God certainly would not send
someondoHellbecause of Adamoés

AThe fathers shall not be put to death for the
children neither shall the children be put to
death for thedthers every man shall be put
to death for his own sin @Dt 24:16)

In Exodus 3231-33 we also see that a human
being is born without sirin a personal conversation
with God Moses asked thaod remove Moses
name from the Book of Lifea f Go d owgies n 6t
forgive the nationGod responded by saying thd¢
would remove those who would sin against Him
From the very words of Godave can conclude that
every human being is in the Book of Lifend only
after a person sins and does not repent is he
removed from it Consequentlyall human beings
are born without sin, otherwise ro one would be
written into the Book of Life, but if they are in the
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Book of Life, it is because they were born without
sin.

This excludes the possibility of the existence of
the fihereditary original sia It is logical to think
that God writes a person into His book when he is
born, because if He included someoranly after
their having been converteHe would not have to
remove or erase anyané He removes somaét is
becawse He included them since their birth

fizx And Moses returned unto the LORdand
said, Oh, this people have sinned a great,sin
and have made them gods of gatdY et now

if thou wilt forgive their sinand if not blot
me | pray thee out of thy bo& which thou
hast written 33 And the LORD said unto
Moses Whosoever hath sinned against me,
him will | blot out of my book 0

(Exodus32:31-33)

As you can seen order to believe irihereditary
original sird we have to step away from common
seng, destroy all logi¢ scornintelligence and take
refuge in superstition and dogn@hristian doctrine
is derived from Scriptutenot the teachings and
dogmas of different sects or religions

If hereditary original sin does not exist, then
the sinsin the world are a result ofourselves.We
should assume the responsibilityoair sin; if we do
not acceptthe truth we would not be able to reach
our holiness Whoever believes that illness is
hereditaryw o nti§y to prevent it

*
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Predestination to beingcondemned or saved does
not exist, it is our decision

It is necessary that a believer understand thas he
not predestined to be saved unsaved This is a
heresy invented bgomeone who wanted to blame
God for his final destiny. | f | donéadys get
predestinationiststhe one to be blamed is Gadho
did not predestine e be saved

Whoever believes that he is predestined to be saved
leans on thigifactd and allows hirselfto be dragged
by lust and temptation because his opinion he
must be savedanyway. Whoever believes that he is
predestined to be lost or unsayed| not make an
effort to seek God ando behave as he should
because he believes hellvbe condemned in any
event This type of thinking is extraordinarily harmful
to evamelization and the sanctification of a Christian
and the ChurchThat is why spiritual enemigsstill
this teaching

The subject of predestination is extensive and
cannot be address in this bodlhave another book
written on that subjecthat demongtates thatwvhat
exists is the predestination of circumstances, not
the predestination of salvation or damnation
This is to say that what Godomsietimes does is
predestinghe circumstances in which an individual
mustlive in order to fulfill ssme of @ d6s .| ans
perfect example is in thevay that He predestined
Pharaoh to become King of Egypt during the time of
the Exodusor predesting Cyrusof Persia in order to
liberate the Israelites in Babylon

We are not robotsve can voluntarily change our
feelings animals cannet they are born with a
Aprogrand that makes them act the way they. to
will demonstrate this by using biblical passages
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which show that free will exists and not
predestinationFor example

The fifth commandment indicates that
predestination does notexistt f t he day of
death is not predestined in a fixed mannaut
depends in part to the treatment of parethen
predestination does not exist

AiHonour thy father and thy mothehat thy
days may be longuipon the landwhich the
LORD thy God giveth theeo (Ex 2012)

The way in which God speaks to Solomon
contradicts absolute predestination If God
|l engt hened Sol omonés days
obedience or disobedience to divine
commandmentsthen the day of death ison
predestined to a specific date

AANd if thou wilt walk in my waysto keep
my statutes and my commandmenrts thy
father David did walkthen | will lengthen
thy days 0 (I Kings 314)

Free will and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. If God gave Adam the option to either
obey or disobeyis commangdthis means that man
is not predestined to one thing or anoth®rt has
free will.

firte And the LORD God commanded the man
saying Of every tree of the garden thou
mayest freely eatiz but of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
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eat of it for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surely die 6 (Genesis 206-17)

God recognizes the free will in Cain We see
here that Cain is given the option of doing right or
wrong but that depends on hjnand if he has free
will, it is because he is not predestined

Alf thou doest well, shalt thou not be
accepte@ Andif thou doest not wellsin lieth
at the door And unto thee shall be his desire
and thou shalt rule overim. (Genesis4.7)

If our Lord Jesus Christ goes in search of
sheep # 100, it is because there is no
predestination.

Christ says that it is manwho does not wish to
come to Him Therefore it is evident that they are
not predestined towards one way another but
theyd on 6t comeria Christo

fizg Search the scriptureor in them ye think
ye have eternal lifeand they are they which
testify of meso And ye will notcome to me,

that ye might have life 0(John 539-40)

If Christ wanted to gather them and they did
not want to, it is evident that they possess free
will. f they di dnthdy wduld hawe f r e e
beengatheredvhen Christ wanted tgatherthem

AO Jerusalem Jerusalem which killest the
prophets and stonest them thare sent unto
thee how oftenwould | have gathered thy
children together, as a hen doth gather her
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brood under her wings, ange_would noto
(Lk 13:34)

Based upon Christés words,

saved youo, he recod\mi zes
free wil is the opposite of predestinatiahis clear
thatthe Lorddid notbelieve inpredestination

AANnd Jesus said unto hinko thy way; thy
faith hath made thee wholeAnd immediately
he received his sightand followed Jesus in
the way 0 (Mark 10:52)

If Christ exhorts us to repent and be faithful, it
is because creatures have that abilityThis is to
say that they have free withey are not predestined
to beeithersaved or unsaved

fu Nevertheless | have somewhat against
thee becausethou hast left thy first love s
Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent and do the first works or
else | will come unto thee quicklgnd will
remove thy candlestick out of his place
except thou repento (Rewlation2:4-5)

If Christsays, A Thy wi || be donebo
it was not being done, therefore, predestination
does not exist

These examples suffice to demonstrate that man is
not predestined to sior to repentor not to repent
Predestination which is mentioned in the Bibde i
the predestination that causes a person or a group of
persongo live under certain circumstancestordo
a certainjob, not the issue of being saved or.not

*
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The responsibility of man isto inquire about the

laws andinstructions of God.

L e t @Eose shat a person loses avosgsness and
when he awakene finds himself in a marble palace
where he sees a silver table atop which are all types
of food, chairs of silver and velvetorks and spoons
of gold, goblets of the finest crystalory stook and
a series of furniture and instruments fit for a wealthy
lifestyle.

Upon awakening and seeing the sight before, him
what should that person da) Ask who the owner of
all that wealth wastry to find outhim, or b) begin
indulging in everything heees by eating and putting
the gold cutlery into his pocketand talng
everything he se@s

It is obvious that a person his right mind would
not behave in that waynstead le would try to find
out why he is theravho brought him thefend try to
find someone who could help him in order to ask
permission to eat of the feast before him

In the same waya humarbeing who finds himself
in a world which is so well organizedhe priority
should be to find out why he is heaend who does all
this bebng tq etc. Ignorance othelaws that ruk the
Earth in which we live ins no excuseOur obligation
is to inquire aboutGod If we commit a sin by
ignoring divine laws we are not justifiedAs our
Lord saidin Lk 12:47-48, the servant who lew the
will of his lord and @l not comply will be lashed
with many stripesbut the one whalid not knowthe
will of his lord anddid not comply will not belashed
as severelybut in any event both will suffer lashes
Let us not try to justify our sins with igrence
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because such pretext wdu render us

ridiculous

rather

Our obligation isnot only to obey those laws that
reach our conscience im accidental manner We
enquire the

mu s t

al so
in order to obey them

AiNow thereforen the sight of all Israel the

congregation of the LORDand

in the

audience of our Gqodkeep andseekfor all
the commandments of the LORD your God
that ye may possess this good laadd leave
it for an inheritance for your children after
you for ever 0

(I Chr 288)

ot her

It is obvious that the prevalent concept in this
verse is that we should inquire about Gods laws and
commandments in every situatjomot merelyfeel
satisfied with that which we learnby lucky

accidents

Many believe that in order to becondemned in
the Final Judgment, they would have to be guilty
of murder or having been thieves.They believe
ey dithaeyra@ ffreemfur der
fault. Not only that they can be accused of killing
or robbing even if they have had the desto do so
but lacked the courage to go through withTihese
are just two examples without including adultery
fornication idolatry, lying, self jurisprudenceetc..

t hat

f th

fia 1 will also stretch out mine hand upon
Judah and upon all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem and | will cut off the remnant of
Baal from this placeand the name of the
Chemarims with the priests and them that

worship

the host

of heaven upon
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housetops and them that worship and that

swear by the LORDand that swear by

Malcham s and them that are turned back

from the LORD and those thathave not

sought the LORD nor_enquired for him 0
(Zeph 14-6)

However there is moreAs we can see herthey
are going to be accountable for not inquiring about
God becaus i t i Wigatiom Wlioever finds
himself existing among other beings and things that
exist should be inquiring who owns all of what
surrounds himwho createdall of it. If a person
doesndt, it is begawserhe gives very little
importance to whom God,isolittle in fact, that he

doesnot even bother hi msel

exigs and what he desires of. us

That i s why one of t
cordemnationis not having searched fasr having
inquired about GodHe will not be able to claim
thatno one téd him about Godbecause it wathey
who had the responsibility of inquiring about Him
without anyone having to tell thenHow much
more thatanyone can inquirgbecausehe gospelis
preachedall over the worldand a Bible can be
obtained anywhe.

Something similar will occur to Christians who
allege that they were not aware that the laws of God
had to be obeyedVatthew 517-19 will come to
fruition in spite of any foolish allegation

fi17 Think not that | am come to destroy the
law, or the prophets | am not come to
destroy but to fulfil. 18 For verily | say unto
you Till heaven and earth passpne jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Jaw

65

h e

f

wi t h

causes

f

n

0 |



2318

2319

2320

2321

2322

2323

2324

2325

2326

2327

2328

2329

2330

2331

2332

2333

2334

2335

2336

2337

2338

2339

2340

2341

2342

2343

2344

2345

2346

2347

2348

2349

2350

2351

2352

2353

till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever therefore
shall break one of these |east
commandmets, and shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven but whosoever shall do and teach
them the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaveno (Mt 5:17-19)

As we can seeeven Christians will not be able to
allege thano one explainetb them thathe laws of
behavior which God placeldad to be obeyedhe
obligation to inquire and reason with others as to
whether a law was or was not to be obeigedurs
They do quite the oppositdf someone tries to
explain to then that the day of rest Saturday or
that certain animals should not be eaten that
certain interfamilial marriages shoutdt exist, they
refuse to discuss the topithey do not want to be
convinced of the truth and therefplater feel more
guilt because they did not oheyhey think that
they can allege ignorancéut it is not so their
obligation is to inquire Thesebrethren although
they will not lose their salvatigrwill be called
small in the Kingdom of God as we can clearly see
in Matt 5:19.

*

Judgment on persons who supposedly ignored
what sin was

There are manwnbelieverswho have asked me
how it will be with persons thataccording to them
could not have known anything about Gaubr
justice or anything els@hey have asked me \woa
person who was born before Christ can be saved
becauseherefore according to thenthey could not
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have known that Christ was their Savidhey have
askedmehow cana savagewvho lives in the midst of
the jungle and who ignoseall about Christ and
justice in generabecause they were never educated
be saved

| respond to these people that if educations
what is neededfor a person to be just,then the
world would be refurbiskd at least in the countries
where educatiorsiobligatory | have als responded
that their main concern should not be that of the
savage that have not heard about Chrisit
themselvesbecausdhey have heard about Christ and
have not wanted to accept salvation

After responding in that way have told thenhow
salvaion through gracewvas knownbefore Christ
evensince the very beginning of the human race and
how thosesavagescould obtain theknowledge of
salvation Therefore al and each one of us are

responsible for our own sind et 6 s di scuss

arguments

*

Salvation to those who were born before Christ

The Book of Job is the oldest book in the Bible
Job lived before Mosesvho wrote the book of
GenesisThi s means t h,asdlvationf [
through gracewas known it is because that
knowledgedidot commence during
MosesO ti me

Joh upon speaking in the following verses
clearly indicates thahe knew and confidently
expected and believed in the resurrection of the
flesh. During that time this was as clear as it is
today Not only that verse 25 indicates that he
knew that his redeemer would someday resurrect
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he declares that his redeemer would rise up out of
theearth

fizs For | know that my redeemer livetrand
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the
earth. 26 And thogh after my skin worms
destroythis body,yet in my fleshshall | see
God 27 Whom | shall see for myself, and
mine_eyes shall beholdand not another
though my reins be consumed within med
(Job 1925-27)

This is not merely something that Job suggabit
was certainfiFor | know that my redeemer liveth;
he knew that a Redeemer existed and that his
Redeemer wasa living being He was certain that
after shedding his skirafter his body decomposed
he would once again see Gdult not just in the
spritual realm but in the fleshin his own new
body (26) In order to suppress any doubt that he
was referring to the resurrection of the flé&f), he
further states that his own eyes would Eém even
if his entire body had decomposedven his
kidneys.

As we seethe belief in the resurrection of the
flesh is not a concept discovered in the New
Testament as some believelt was knowingly
certain since the most ancient of dags the Book
of Job is the oldest book in the BibleThis
knowledge of tk resurrection was within the reach
of anyone willing to read or hear the Sacred
Scripture or hear the narratives of the patriarchs

If this knowledge was lost or became scaiite
was due to the indifference of humans towards
reading Scripturenot becaset hey di dnadt
Today we see th same thingthere are many
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excellent biblical doctrines that are ignored by
masses of Christians and worse evémey are
twisted within their mindsThe origin of this is man
himself they do not readthey only hea what
others interpretOnce saved and they feel their soul
is anchored together with Jesus Chnsithing else
interests them or very |
to verify what the Bible says in reference to how we
should behave to please GodPractcally all
Christians are only interested in salvatignthey
truly do have iteverything else is indifferenThat

is why they are victims of errors and deception

It was not only Job who knew these things and
therefore confessed themin the book & Job we
see that Elihualso knewthese thingsas we see in
the following verseFrom the most ancient of times
human beingsand not just thelews were fully
aware ofG o drédemption plan

Elihu, like Joh lived before Moses and neither
one was Jewis However they knew that God had
shown mercythat it was not because of works with
which we could pay our salvatipibut through
Godbés mercy, his grace.

fizz If there be a messenger with himan

interpreter, one among a thousantb shew
unto man hisuprightness 24 then he is
gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him
from going down to the pjtl have found a

ransom o0 (Job 3323-24)

These Gentiles knew that God had liberated us
from death and ultimately knew that he had a way
to redeem manWe seethe same in verses 27 and
28. What they did not know at the time were the
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details that his name would be Jestlsat he would
be crucified etc, but even the Apostles were not
aware of that until it occurred

fizz He looketh upon merand if any sayl
have sinnedand perverted that which was
right, and it profited me not2s He will
deliver his soul from going into the pit, and
his life shall see the light 6(Job 3327-28)

Those who lived before Christ were not as ignorant
about God and His redwtion as some are lead to
believe Thereforeno one is excused

*

The uncivilized man who never leard the
gospel.

There are some who seek to justify themselves and
not believe the gospel by saying that salvation
through Christcannot be truebecase how will an
uncivilized person who has never heard about Jesus
Christ and doesné6t know
and wrongbe judge@

Ther e humandeing who does not know
the difference between right and wrong,at least
in aroughly manner There are many Christians as
well as non believersvho are worried about the
method in which an uncivilized person will be
judged being that he never he#ind gospel

As we will see belowthere is a good response
God writes the law in the hearts of m#& person
aware of his consciencaccusing and excusing his
thoughts and actions one against the otlwan
come to a conclusion of what is corrdde doesnot
have to learn it from the Talmudhe Bible the
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208 Koran orthe Vedasit is within his own leart That
290 IS Why they hide their sinslf they did not believe
00  that sin was wrongit would not be necessary to
2501 hide Sin

2502

2503 fiza For when the Gentilesvhich have not
2504 the law do by nature the things contained in
2505 the law these having not the laware alaw

2506 unto themselvesis which shew the work of
2507 the law written in their hearts, their

2508 conscience also bearing witnessnd their
2509 thoughts the mean while accusing or else
2510 excusing one anotherd (Ro 214-15)

2511

2512 But do not fearjudgment will be perfectly judor
13 all; it will be justified even why they donot
12 condemnus who have taken refuge in Jesus
15 Motivated by this| would advisehemnot to worry
6 SO much about the judgment ofsavagewho has
17 hever heard thgospeland worry more abouheir
18 OWN judgmenh because they have heard the gaspel
2519 The more man studies science, he will learn
20  about the infinite complexity of the world in
21 Which we live, which screams to our ears and does
22 not allow us to become deaf totihat something so
223 complex could not beasuallycome to existence

22 The mathematical probabilifpr the initial steps of
5 the supposedispontaneous generatiavolutiord
ss26  occurand sustainuntil new lucky and blindsteps
27 make the firsbnesmore complexare infinitesimal

8 SO much spthat theysimply cannot subsist against
220 enormous adverse factorshis is why men who
s havescientific knowledge do not have justification
2531 On the contrarya man who does not studs
3 person who is ignorantcannot elaborate upon a
33 fallacy acceptable to someone avts his equalhe
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is limited in recognizing that if something is
createdthere is a Creatoilhat is why there is truth
in fithat which may be known of God is manifest in
theno ..... They are without excuse

fito Becausethat which may be known of
God is manifest in them; for God hath
shewed it unto themzo For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the world
are clearly seenbeing understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power
and Godhead; so_that they are without
excuse 0 (Ro 119-20)

From the most knowledgeable scientist to the
most ignorant uncivilized manall can come to
know God if that is what they desjrenore so if
they do not wish to reject or resist Him

Paul also says that bguching andfeeling they
can findGod

fiThat they should seek the Lonfl haply

they might feel after him, and find him,

though he be not far from every one ob us
(Acts 1727)

If man by merditouching andfifeelingd can find
God then theso much mentioned savagé the
Amazonor Africa, will not be lost if he truly wants
to find God God loves his creatures too much to let
one become lost if he can be saved

fiHow think y& If a man have an hundred

sheep and one of them be gone astralpth
he not leave the ninety and nin@nd goeth
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into the mountains, and seeketh that which
is gone astrag o (Matthew18:12)

After God did the greatest sacrifice and effort
which was to let go of His Sonhe was not going
to dothe lesser which is tallow his message to
reach theso much rentioned savagdhat is why in
the following verses we see that no place on this
Earth is without testimony of His existence
althoughHe allowed them to walk itheir ownpath
if theyso desired

fizte Who in times past suffered all nations to
walk in their own ways 17 Nevertheless he
left not himself without witnessjn that he
did good and gave us rain from heavesand
fruitful seasongfilling our hearts with food
and gladness 0 (Acts 1416-17)

More importantly as the verse show§od has
never keen short of showing himselAt the same
time, if in a jungle there are persons He krsovan
come to know Himhe would sendn His time and
in the proper momergomeone who voluntarily or
accidentally would arrive there and preach the
gospel He couldeven use an angel to preach the
Gospel in that remote regiomhis would not be an
illogical case if we remember that this is precisely
what will happen in the end of day&ccording to
Revelation 146, an angel will preach the Gospel to
all who live on E&h. This will occur because
possibly Christiaawill have been exterminatedre
hiding in remote areashave been grouped to a
certain region or simply because God wants to do it
that way

73



2605

2606

2607

2608

2609

2610

2611

2612

2613

2614

2615

2616

2617

2618

2619

2620

2621

2622

2623

2624

2625

2626

2627

2628

2629

2630

2631

2632

2633

2634

2635

2636

2637

2638

2639

2640

AANnd | saw another angefly in the midst of
heaven having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to every natigrand kindred and tongue
and people (Rev 146)

It is logical for miracles to occur before someone
who is sincergbecausgthen why resurrect Lazarus
in front of Caaphas in order to attain his belief in
Christ? What Caiapaswould do ishaving Lazarus
killed in order to erase evidencas we see in John
12:10-11. By the same tokemwhy preach tall the
savagesf they have not tried to find God in spite of
what they witness in natufe Why perform a
miraclein front of an individual who do not react to
what he seés

fito But the chief priests consulted that they
might put Lazarus also to deathi1 because
that by reason of him many of the Jews went
away, and beli&ed on Jesus 0

(John 1210-11)

Neither Caiaphasor the uncivilized man missed
out on their conversion
preach to themThey both had sufficient facts or
elements of judgment that allowed them their first
step towards Gadifter taking the first stemfter in
his heart he truly manifests a desire to find a God
that his instinct told him existedhe necessary
element for his conversion would come naturally
There would be miraclegevelations preaching
missionaries angels, the Holy Spirit orwhatever
was necessary to avoid the loss of the Ib@heep

*
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The Final Judgment using the laws of the accused

In the verse belowit says thatfithey will be
judged in the same manner they jud§ehat this is
saying is that Go@stablished lawsiorms for man
to follow, and those are the laws upon which
judgment will fall upon manlf someone alleged
not having known about these laws or allege that
the laws of God are unjyshe could be judged
according to his own lawsWhat lavs? Of the
accused it means he couldbe judged by the
jurisprudencesetby him through his actionsvords
and thoughts

fiThe king shall mournand the prince shall
be clothed with desolatiorand the hands of
the people of the land shall be troublédvill
do unto them after their wayand according
to their deserts will | judge themand they
shall know that | am the LORDJdEzk 7:27)

In other wordsthe verylaws that hehought just
will be used against the accusedme explicitly
upon thinking or talking about them others
implicitly as he acted according to them

In summary, whoever does not rely on salvation
which is offered and given to us by the sacrifice of
Jesus Christthe Lamb of Godwill certainly have
to face the final judgmentn this judgment many
may refute the laws of God as not being just or
impartial to themselvesin that casgel imagine,
according to thee verses God will let judgment
upon the accused (be it angebr human)by His
own laws which He explicitly and implidly
established during the course of life
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There will be for example those who will allege
that the adultery he committeddoes not merit
punishment because he did t know i.t was
He will then be shown his thoughts when twenty
years later adulterwas committed against him and
he tried to murder the guilty partyhen he would
have the followingalterndive: if adultery is not
punishable then he is guilty of homicide sie he
wanted to kill or killed those who committed
adultery against himHowe\er, if he considers his
action to punish the guilty was corre¢hen the
samepenalty that he considered justould apply to
him.

Not only would it be just to wield against the
accused the jurisprudenset by his actionsbut as
well for his words asis said by Jesus Christ in
Matthew 1237, and the ones that set his thoughts as
is inferred to in Matthew:28.

AFor by thy words thou shalt be justifieahd
by thy words thou shalt be condemnea
(Matthew12:37)

AiBut | say unto youthat whosoeer looketh

on a woman to lust after hérath committed

adultery with her already
(Matthew5:28)

It is simple to understand that whoevers a bad
thought, embraces that thought and caresses it
within his heart, is as guilty as if hewould have
committed the transgression What prevents him
from carrying out such an action is not his
repentancebut his physical inability to do s@n
example of this would be if he wanted to Kkill

someoneb u t coul dnot because he
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anothe country and cannot reach the individual
Another similar case would be the case in witieh
does not commit the sin because of feaen if his
thoughts indicate him to do sbut he fears getting
caught and going to prison

We see, that the one that does not shield
himself behind the blood of Jesus Christ and
bathes himself in it, in order to cleanse himself
and reach holiness will have an arduous road
trying uselessly to justify his unjustifiable life

It will not be necesary to assert to the uwiized
and ignorant cannibal complex laws or Biblical
norms The reminder of the fact that he strangled a
child because he was bitten by him will be
sufficient and in essencée not only bit but ate
others Judgment within the same law which he
himself established when he thought about killing
the person who took away his nourishment
reminding him that he himself had robbed someone
of that nourishment before and after that very
incident

Something similar is found in Matthew172 and
12, which evideces that the norms of living given by
the law and therpphets can be summarizgau will
not do unto others what you donoét
It meansthe selfjurisprudencdunctioning what you
donot wa n t, yofi cannot ylmta soseohef
else and if you dq you will be condemned even if
you never read th Bible or know the gospel
Therefore what you wish upon otheysu deserve it
in equal circumstances

A1 Judge natthat ye be not judged For

with what judgment ye judgeye shall be
judged and with what measure ye mete, it
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shall be measured to you againo
(Mt 7:1-2)

AiThereforeall things whatsoever ye would

that men should do to you, do ye even so to

them; for this is the law and the prophet®
(Mt 7:12)

In the case of howa person can be accused
because of something he thougdatid or didif they
denied it it is sufficient to understand that if man
nowadays can record voices and images ,(TV
movies photographsetc) what other wonders the
creator of manGod himself do

Even electrical waves within the brain can be
actually recorded and there is talk of being able to
record thoughts in the not too distant futufell of
this is being done by humans who are misetable
ignorant and limitedwhat can the Omnipotent God
do and wiht hashe been doing since the beginning
of our creationin order to judge with justice

Review of Chapter 5. A person suffers the
consequences of his personal, ghlose of society
and those ofthe nation Personal sin is almost
always what b suffers from fiHereditary original
sind does not existA human being is born with an
innate right to the Kingdom of God as Christ
himself proclaims in ScriptureWhat is directly
transmitted from parent is physicabt spiritual

The predestinationfanan to be saved or not does
not exist What exists is that God predestines
someone to some specific act in the same manner in
which he predestined the Pharaoh of the Exodus or
Cyrus to free the Jew#n order to understand that
predestination does notisk but that offree will of
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man we must rememberthe fifth commandment
what God told Solomarthe Tree of Life the case
about Cain and the 160sheep We should
remember also things that Christ said likgou

dondt want & fiyourcfaitmhas saved me

youo il wanted to gather your children, the
exhortations of Christ to the seven churglets, all
of which confirms the existence of free wiDur
obligationis to inquire about the commandments of
God this is something similar to waking up a
palace of marblesilver and gold In addition the
Lord clearly says that the servawho did not know
the will of his master shall also be flogged
Ignorance is not an excuse for.9Bthers ask about
the savageor those who lived before Chrjsttc..
These persons should worry about themselves
because thelgave heard the gospel

The book of Job shows us clearly that salvation is
attained through grace and was known among men
before Christ and before Mosdsot only did Job
know this but Elihu God placed the knowledge of
the truth inside of us whether we are a scientist or
savageThe only thing a person can do igec the
truth, n o t say t heli God isatrifided
himself by sending His SerHe was not going to
allow anyone to be ki because of lack of
knowledge He would send a missionargn angel
or the Holy Spirit in order to guide hinf someone
rejects divine jurisprudence because thinksit is
bad he can be judged with his own jurisprudence
Let us remember that if we caacord voices and
imageswhat can God not do

*k*k
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Chapter 6

Existence, descripions, functions and
permissiongiven
by God to Satan anddemons

Satan invented liesReaction by creatures before
something unknown until then

Based on what the upeong passage shows
homicide andies were invented by Satamefore
he used lisfor the first time deceit was not known
in the universe nor was it conceivaltes perfectly
logical to believe that it & s nb&dause it is not
normal tosay tha somehing that does not exist
does exist or create somethingientally and then
assure that it exists physicallgven more sgo say
t hat somet hing thaorthdti dnot occur di c
something existslthough it never did

AYe are of your father thBevil, and the lusts

of your father ye will doHe was a murderer

from the beginningand abode not in the

truth, because there is no truth in him.

When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his

own, for he is a liar and the father of it 0
(John 844)

It is permssible to asume that all beirgcreated
until then declared what they sawspoke abot
what existed but they did not speak about
something that did not exjsgomething that was not
created by Godbut by the mind of the one who
spoke
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When achild, confused by a dregndeclares that
his mother bought him a tpwe try to teach him to
think normally to recognize his drea and
distinguish it from realityWe do this because we
realize the psychiatric danger implied by aliogy
him to develop sch astate ofconfusion becauset
would weakenhis capability in separating fiction
from reality.

If we come across a person who believes he is
Napoleon we become aware of the deplorable
mental situation in which he finds himselA
similar casebut aggravated by malice, and by his
superior mentality, is how we can describea
being who for the first time in all of eternity
invented decejta being that declares what is not
true who acuses others of having done sonieth
which they have notdone s¢ who tells another
created being that if he eats from that which he has
been told would harm hipwould certainly not do
so.

The Devil is the father of lies and those who
use deceit are imitating his maliciog nature and
his technique justifying him, therefore, in the
sense that he can allege that those who serve God
use deceitIn that sensemany Christians please
Satan and displease God

This is clearly crucialbut it is not the only grave
thing. As in many other instances I\r@said when
the physical and spiritual laws are transgressed
nothing can detain the adverse effect that this causes
in us If we defy the law of gravity with full
knowledge of what we are doing or we violate it
because we ignore it (whichever we deg will not
be spared from suffering the consequendiesve
fall from a certain heightaware or not aware of the
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existence of gravitywe will break some bones
anyway It is the same with spiritual laws

As we use lies, we are defying laws that not by
ignorance, nor by pretending ignorance, will
they prevent one from feeling its effectsWhen
we lie with relation to a personal subjeute are
giving Satan and his henchmethe right to
introduce themselves into this subjeBy the same
token with our lies we fill our ienvironmend with
a filth that is ingrate obstruct and prevestthe
presence of Gqdhis Holy Spirit and his angels in
this personalopic.

The satanic interesthat these evil beings us®
introduce deceitn our business is why thatensity
of the temptation is so greditis not logical to think
that something will have a better result if we use
satanic techniques (lies)han if we proceed in a
divine manner (truth)

When Sdan lied for the first time, the most
logical reactionwould have been for the other
angelic creatueto believe his lie Their minds
were not trained to think that somethisgmeone
said was not true, that it had never ocaued It is
possible that many good angels believed initially in
his deceit and lateon, as time passed realize that
deceit existed and that Satan usedVviany good
angels sinned because of thsit repentedThat is
why according to Colossians2D, the redemption
of Jesus Christ reached the angels

AANd having made peace througthe blood
of his cross by him to reconcile all things
unto himself by him | say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven 0

(Col 1:20)
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It is not difficult to believe that angelshat are
not divine beingserred sinnedand would nee the
redemption of Our Lord Jesus Chyias any other
creature

On the other hand, there would be other angels
who would be marveled by
which was created by Sateand how useful it was
for them to usdt in order to reach a higr position
from tha which God had given therthis is where
demarcation between the two groups bedzach
with his own free will would chose to abstain from
this reproachable technique used by Satan and
maintain his position which is approved by Gad
on the contrarytake advantage of and utilize this
new invention in order to attain a better position
than that which he ha@his is how the existence of
demons beganHerg we commence tanark the
boundariesHere started the existence of demons

*

Why God did not destroy Satan immediately

God is truly a loving FatheHe does not want
loyalty from his creatures because of febut
because of a reciprocal love which we receive from
him.

Until that point in time dceit ha never occued
Angelic creatures did not have the experience that
would make them capable to decide what was not
true If God would have destroyed Satan, his
creatures would have continued to contemplate
the doubt of who was right and who was wrong.
Even many of those who lebed that Satan was not
right and that he was lyingvould have also thought
thathe should have been given the time to rectify and
not be destroyed immediatelyhis is inclusive of
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2990

2991

2992

2993

2994

2995

some who would have believed that he was indeed
wrong but he was sincety wrong and it was
possible to help him see his ertds it not the same
attitude of many Christians when the sinners are their
children parentsfamily member and frien@s

If the Lord would have destroyed Satan
immediately, since thetime of his destuction and
on, the loyalty towards God would have been
stained by fear, by doubt. A good Father as is Gpd
does not want this type of environment for his family
It was better to allowfor the own good of loyal
creaturessin to manifest itselfand thatwe come to
know who Satan was and how he was well as
those who made company with him

Additionally, Satan would also be utilized by
God in order to allow created beings with their own
free will who wishedto manifest their hatred towards
God and hidiving norms and his desire torookedly
and painfully overtake his brother®d do so The
premature destruction of Satan would have prevented
for a long time the unhealthy and malicious desires of
other angels who did not wish to be loyal to Gmat
for them to havauthorityover others

If the destruction of Satan in his beginning
would have avoided the manifestation of
maliciousness of other angels the heavenly
environment would have been full of doubt and fear
for millions and millions of yearsThat would have
provided for creation to live unhappilywithout
knowing what to think about certain occurrences
more so with angels who loved God

However, by allowing Satan to actGod would
shorten the time necessary for the malice of beings
that have free will to manifest.ifThat would allow
for the period of anguishincomprehension and
doubts about the manner of being and thought
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process of Gadwhich his creatures were suffering
for, to become enormously brieThis has the same
effect over te period of anguish, incomprehension
and doubts of the humanracel f it werendt for
fact that Satan and his henchmen were permitted by
God to act upon the human rattes period could last
hundreds of thousands of yearsinstead of the six
thousandyears approximately permittelth a certain
way, Satan and the other demons are, in essence
and without wanting, working on behalf of God
and his servants

Although this all occured before the creation
of man and although during the era of creation
mdice was knownas well as how bad Satan and
his demons werethey were still not destroyed
because a creation of beings with free will were yet
to be created (humansyho also wouldudgeabout
this issue

If God would have proceeded radically
towards Satan, and would have destroyed him
upon the first manifestation of the evil he possessed
the other angels who wi have developedbad
sentiments (or already had them) were going to
abstain from acting wrongly for a lontpng time
even if thg did not abstain from being maliciqus
and then we would have a Celestial Kingdom full of
demons who could not be cast out because they had
not manifested the evil inside them

If God would have cast them,n a justforesight
of what He knew was going occur then the other
good angels would semast out ofHeaven beings
that in their opinion fihad done nothing wroidg,
and would doubBven@®osd &iso j usti ce
were loyal to Godwould doubt for eternity that if
God ejected them because they weoing to be
evil or if they became evil after seeing the
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fiinjusticed of having been ejecteiivithout having
done anything wrorny .

As we can sedecauseour Lord and Creator was
dealing with beings that possessed free will and not
with robots he cmsidered it convenientfor the
eternal spiritual tranquility of his creaturés allow
malice to develop and become strpradgthough
within certain limits and always under divine
control. The development of malice continuésit
as it seems todayonly for a very short timg
perhaps fojusta few decades

Thanks to God because he created rational
beings with free will. Thanks to God because he
did not destroy malice or malicious beings from the
beginning Thank yoy God because you allowed
for malice to developwith limited measuresand
thank you because it will be destroyed forever
Now we are all assured of Your justice evenew
you destroy those we love

Nowadays we all thinknot that God acted too
rapidly in destroyingvicked and maliciousngs but
on the contrarywe think that God is excessively
tolerant and had great patien@nd that He loves
us to the point of suffering Himself for the sake of
not traumatizing us for eternityrhat He considers
us to the point that he has an interesthiat we do
not have a bad opinion of Him throughout eternity

Thanks to all of this we will not ever doylit all
of eternity with regard to the motives and
conveniences of what God will do in eternity

As | stated beforel believe that evenn the
present God uses Sataandthe demonsto hasten
the testing of humanityif demonic beings did not
exist and did nottempt humans to do wrongt
could be centuries before a human being would
rebel against GodWe would have to wait
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patiently until futu re rebels would decide to
rebel. In this condition the wickedness of humans
would last millions of yearsdhefore being judged,
instead of 6 or 7 thousand yeahs this way the
suffering in general would be notably shorter

It is incredibly good fawune and a grand
privilege for us that God allows us to consolidate
our faith in Him that we can base our confidence in
the knowledge of God and not in fean pure
knowledge of God and not in superstitidins good
fortunethat we can be His childreand not robots
that we can freely love him due to the conviction of
his justice and love and nétoveo him for fear of
the consequences of not loving hilthe following
is by an anonymouSpanisipoet

My God does not move e love yoy
The heavengou have promised me
Nor does Hellsofeared move me
To leave that which offends ypu
You move me Lord
It moves me to see you nailed to the cross in flesh
It moves me to see your body injured so
It moves me to see your affront and death
Move me in your love and in such a manner
That if Heaven did not existwould love you
And if Hell did not existl would fear you
You do not have to offer anything in return for my
love
Because although what | await does not wait
| would love you justhe same
*
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Satanods ability and potenti al

are the same as that of any other angel like being

Satan isnot a supeibeing capable of being in all
places at the same timaor capable of knowing
everything that is happening in the vapnor does he
do everything he pleasdde isnothing more than an
angel who rebelled against Gats an angelhe has
the same authoritypower and mental capacity of any
angel

Humans have the samecapability to reason,
memorize, learn, analyzeetc.. However some use
those capacities and better theothers do not use
them and waste them awe&§ome make an effort to
learn and othes feel better without making an effort
to learn That is why some humans are more
intelligent than others and why sme humans know
more than other®tc. It is the same with angelas
much among those who are loyal to God as those
who rebelledAn ange] who devoted himself to learn
from God has developed capabilities that are not
developed in the rebellious oneJhese have
developed in how to induce a human being to rebel
against Godhow to do undesirableacts how to
incite sin how to do things thahat particulademon
likes for a human to detc.

This is thesame case as it is with SatarHe put
his interest in how he could create a parallel
kingdom, surrounding himself with rebellious beings
and he has been dedicated in doing so for many
millenniums he has developed his intelligence in
order to do so One of the advantages that Satan and
demons have ovenan is that they have,800 years
of experience when it comes to human beirsis
millenniums in which to get to know them and deal
with them The experience of six millenniundgaling
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with human psychologyhas given great capacity to
the deceit overuimanbeing

They must have humans categorized in diverse
categories and subdivisionsln one category is the
one who is inclined toward sek another category
he who is inclined towards monag another power
fame sciencesports the illusion ofdrugs etc. Then
they maysubdivide each categqry suppose into
other diverse naturefor exampleto those inclined
in the matter of sexthey would group them into
different classificationsdecent sexpolygamy sex
with prostitutes sadistic sex sex with children
monopersonal sexhomosexual sexoestiality etc.
Even these subdivisiondrave their categories or
divisions and by the experience given them for
thousands of yeareave knowledge of them

Not all demons know thestylesof all type of sirs,
they are toanany too vast and their mind is finite
Most likely, they specialize in one aonore types of
sin that they themselves likeUpon finding a
specialty to a certain inclination towards, ¢irey find
themselves with a human bgiwho has thoughts and
similar tendencies toward that sin which they are
specialized inand they draw close to that person in
order to tempt them with their astute behavior they
have learned throughout their milleaexperience

As Christians, we haie become accustomed to
say that we are tempted by Stan, but there is a
strong possibility that
He does not have the same capacity as. GBeds a
created beingwith limited capacity It is probably
that he cares about humang a higher category
those who by their actions or position in society can
cause a major effect

It is logical that Satgrpersonally awto Saint Paul
Saint Peter and the other apostiefio by having
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gifts given of God could spread the good news
throughout the world He would also see to the
Roman emperors and kings of t&arth

By being a creature with limitations, Satan
cannot occupy himselfwith those Christianswho
only know hav to go to churchlistento the gospel
believe and lov&od while at the same time concern
himself with the kings and presidents of this planet
A demon belonging to the fifth category would
concern himself with a Christian of little importance

Satan and demons are permitted to suggest ideas
to us, but they cannot foce us to accept them.
They suggest ideas according to how they know are
our feelings and lusteow we will want to hear them
They would not tempt us with ideas that they know
we dislike They are conscious of the fact that we
would resist thus causinghem to waste their time
and effort To a man who is inclined to normal sex
they tempt with womerthey are not going to waste
their time in tempting that man with another man

Satan and demons cannot utilize physical nor
mental power over usin orderto impose something
on us It is all based upon seductiomsinuation
deceit the presentation of illusions in our minesc.
Also, whenmen dabble withthem demons cartake
charge of their mindand drive them insaner cause
illness sicknessetc, by convincing us not to obey
the commandments of God

A specific case is mentioned by the Apostle Paul
when he exhortbrethrento participate in the Supper
of the Lord in a cleansed mannand warns of the
consequences if weo not participate int as is
fitting.

fizz Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread
and drink this cup of the Lordunworthily,
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shall be guilty of the body and blood of the
Lord. 28 But let a man examine himseihd so
let him eat of that bregdand drink of that
cup. 29 For he that eateth and drinketh
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation
to himself, not discerning the Lord's bodyp
For this cause many arewveak and sickly
among you,and many sleeps1 For if we
would judge ourselveswe should not be
judged 32 But when we are judged, we are
chastenedf the Lord, that we should not be
condemned with the worldo

(I Corinthians 1127-32)

Our spiritual enemies cannot physically harm
us. If they could they would appear with horrible
aspectsn order to sink usnto panic They would
pull our toes at night in order to prevent us from
sleeping and other ridiculous acts that many imagine
If they had power to physically attack, tisey would
do so without scruples=rom the moment they do not
do sqis due to thefact that they cannot kecause it
is absolutely prohibited. They cannot even tempt us
in an unbearable forpbecause as James and Paul
say God does not allow them to

ASubmit yourselves therefore to Gdeesist the
Devil, and he will flee from yoa (James 47)

fiThere hath no temptation taken you but such as
is common to marbut God is faithfulwho will not
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are ablet
will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear itd
(I Corinthians 1013)
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Satan is not the owner of this world,as it is
affirmed by heretics and ignorapeople by basing
themselves in théact that there are warsrimes
hunger etc. There are Christians that affirm that
God gave Adam the dominiasf the world and that
he turned it over to Satawho, since then is the
owner of this planet and he does in it whatever he
pleasesaccording to what some believe

| have no idea where that absurd notion comes
from unless they have been penetrated hg t
heretic preaching of the Rusiists.

J e s wadbstates the contrary, he says that his
FatherGod is the Lord of this EarthiSee below

fAiln that hour Jesus rejoiced in spiriand
said, | thank theeO Father, Lord of heaven
and Earth, that thou hast hid these things
from the wise and pruderdand hast revealed
them unto babeseven s¢ Father, for so it
seemed good in thy sight (Luke10:21)

The fact that God placed rulers over theEarth
and they have become corrupt and not behaved
appropriately does not mean that God does not place
rulers in theEarth The fact that some pastors become
corrupt and do wrong does not mean that the Church
i's notThabis thé Bberty that God gives to
beings with free will The prophets and aptles have
always taught us thatl rulers are placed by God

AANd he changeth the times and the segsons
he removeth kings, and setteth up kingse
giveth wisdom unto the wisand knowledge
to them that know understanding

(Daniel 2:21)
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3282 fiLet evey soul be subject unto the higher

3283 powers For there is no power but of God
3284 the powers that be are ordained of Go@
3285 (Romans 131)

3286

3287 All that is stated in this chapter is important
2 INformation to have in mindso that we can see that
2 S0 N i s manal 6nst Sditam uok tdemonic
3290 temptationsfault.

3291 *
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3204 Satan and demons wereast outfrom Heaven
3205 after the crucifixion
3296 In the following \erse Jesus signaled the moment

a207  IN Which thefiprince of this worléd was beingcast
a0 out. Of course the finowd which is referredto,
a9 could refer to this momerats much as that process
a0 Which finishedwith the resurrection of Our Loyar
w01 the coming of the Holy Spirit

3302

3303 fiNow is the judgment of this worldhow

3304 shall the prince of this world be cast outo

3305 (John 1231)

3306

3307 If we read Luke 281 we see that Satan had

sas  requested permission to sift the Apostldls he

a0 requested this permission it is because at that
a0 mMoment he had access to Gduestill hadnot been

s cast from heaverHowever after the crucifixion of

sz Christ, in any part of the New Testament will we
a3 find that Satan has presented himself before, God
s Can we infer that it happened

3315 This causes us to thinthat he could no longer
s present himself before God to make requdstaw,

sy Satan and the demons are ptimg and inducing
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man with the same age old divine permission they
always hadAnd they could do it in general terms
not as something specifias before the resurrection
of Christ as we see in the case of Job and now in
the Apostles as we find in thepisode

If we suppose that thBprince of this world is
Satanwhich is logica] it is also logical to think that
he wasficast outdo during the earthly ministry of
Christ or shortly thereafter

Now, where was he casut of? Supposedly from
Heaven because evidentlyhe was not cast out of
planet Earth Therefore this is completely in
concordance with the words of Our Lord in Luke
10:18.

fANnd he said unto thenh beheld Satan as
lightning fall from heaven @Luke 1018)

It is possible that the existence of Satan was
tolerated in Heavern spite of hiswickednessas is
indicated in the first and second chapters of the
Book of Job But when he dared to rise up directly
against the Son of Godluring his earthly life
tempting him trying to cause him to sin and finally
inciting others to make him suffesrucify Him and
assassinate hirhe was no longer tolerated

He hadtraveled too far and therefore, he coud
not continue to live where would go tovéi and
reignthe resurrectedesuswhom he mistreated and
assassinated on Earthdo not believe that there
would be a place in Heaven for him and as a result
was cast upon the earfhheyficould not live under
the same roaf God and the murderer of His Son
They could not livetogetherChrist and he who
intended by way of temptation tonake himsin, to
estrange him from higatherGod for the rest of
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we tmeThatdéds why | 1 magine that it
ws Of Jesusd t eoraftershe erucibixion mi ni stry
wse  Satan was cast oaf Heaven

ass7 This is confirmed in thevords of Jesus in John

s 16:7-11. In this passageverse 8 indicates that when

sso  the Holy Spirit comeshe would rerovethe world

a0 Of sin, righteousness and judgmenn verse 9 it

st says why the Holy Spirit would reprovbe world

ss2  Of Sin; in verse 10why he would reprove the world

a3 Of justice and in 11 why he would reprove the

ssa  World of judgment and in order to explain this last

ss  thing, it says AOf judgment, because the prince

s Of this world is judged. o
3367

3368 fiz Neverthelesd tell you the truth It is
3369 expedient for you that | go awafpr if | go
3370 not away the Comforter will not come unto
aa71 you but if | depart | will send him unto youw
3372 And when he is comée will reprove the
3373 world of sin and of righteousnessand of
3374 judgment 9 Of sin because they believe not
3375 on me 10 Of righteousnesshecause | go to
3376 my Father and ye see me no morer Of
3377 judgment because the prince of this world is
3378 ]UdgEd 0 (John 167-11)

3379

3330 | believe this is very cleabecause ifwhenthe

s day of Pentecostarrived the Holy Spirit, would
sz already start reprovintpe worldof sin, it would be
a3 becausatthe time of his comingSatan had already
e been judgedn Heaven If according to John 131,
sags  after the judgment of this worldSatan would be
ss  cast aut it is logical to think that théicasting oud
s occurred before the coming of the Holy Spititat
s tOOK place after Jesusn triumph returned to
s Heavena spot where Satan has no pldcate that
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it is logical to think that this occurred before the
coming of the Holy Spirjt because upon his
coming the judgnent of the world would begin and
that could be doneaccording to verse 11 once the
prince of this world vasjudged

fiNow is the judgment of this worlchow
shall the prince of this world be ast outo
(John 1231)

If all this is correct then it could be that this
moment of Chr i st 6 s , ber thec mmdmenx i
described in Revelation 1213 where it is
mentioned twice that Satan was cast, especially
in verses 9 and 12

fiz And tere was war in heaverMichael
and his angels fought against the dragand
the dragon fought and his angels And
prevailed not neither was their place found
any more in heaven And the great dragon
was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world; he was cast out into th&arth, and
his angels were cast out with himo And |
heard a loud voice saying in heavevow is
come salvation and strength and the
kingdom of our Godand the power of his
Christ, for the accuser of our brethren is
cast down, whichaccusedthem before our
God day and nighti1 And they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamlnd by the word of
their testimonyand they loved not their lives
unto the death 12 Therefore rejoice ye
heasens and ye that dwell in theriVoe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the &dar the
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devil is come down unto yphaving great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a
short time 13 And when the dragon saw that
he was cast unto the eartiie pesecuted the
woman which brought forth the man childo
(Revelation 127-13)

This passage sh@that the Devil once thrown
to earth, persecuted the womana fact that is in
concordance with historical realjtif we admit that
the woman is the suraf all saints the Church or
more sQthe synagogue converted into Christianity
Effectively, the persecution was against her after the
crucifixion of Our Lord and his resurrectioand
not prior to that timeLet us remember that it was
the Jews who were ¢hvictims of the first Christian
persecution

We should na that inverse 8 it states thaish
place was no longen Heaven and was casbut
forever In verse 9it says that he was cast down to
Earth together with his angela sign thatdemons
too, were cast ot of Heaven

This can all sere as a reference made to ateia
time frame as when the asharrated in Revelation
12 occur

From this passagewe infer that Satan was cast
unto the earth before the beginning of the
persecution of woman. If we accept that the
woman is the Churchwe have to think that Satan
was cast to the Earth before the persecutions by the
Pharisees and Sadducees against the Chilmate
of the Roman Empitethe Muslims and the
Inquisition

fIAndwhenthe dragon saw tat he was cast
unto the Earth, he persecuted the woman

97



3462

3463

3464

3465

3466

3467

3468

3469

3470

3471

3472

3473

3474

3475

3476

3477

3478

3479

3480

3481

3482

3483

3484

3485

3486

3487

3488

3489

3490

3491

3492

3493

3494

3495

3496

3497

which brought forth the man childo
(Revelation 121.3)

If the persecution of the Church was initiated after
Satan and demons were cast of heavenby logic
that expulsion occued during tke time lapse
between the crucifixion and the ascension of Christ
forty days later

Review of Chapter 6.Satan invented liesWe
can suppose that in the beginning of timeany
angels would believe his liesut they would
understand and rectify afteands Other angels
would be jubilant before this nefimventioro they
would use it and would join with the invent@od
did not destroy Satan and the other rebellious
creatures in order to prevent that the other
creatures mistakenly would come to doubthat
they were rightThese rebellious beings are serving
God without desiring to do san order to hasten
the period during which disobedience abides in the
universe and the destruction of the enemies of God
is hold

Satan is not a supéeing he has the limitations
of a created beingHe cannot know it alldoes not
know the futurehe cannot be in every placethe
same time, and cannot concern himself with
everything in the worldThe demons act without
subjecting themselves to a satanic higngrin this
way, each one does whatever he pleasdter they
disobeyed Godthey will not be loyal to Satan
Each oneconcentrates on what he likeShey
function in the same way as a bunch of gangsters
the most astute one of theatl is their chief The
others obey out of conveniene®t love

We say that the Devil tempts,usut probably he
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does not even know u¥hose of us whom are not
important will be handled by the demons of a fifth
category The only power that they have is to
suggest ides they cannot force us to perform acts
They suggest ideas which they know attract us
They are absolutely prohibited from harming us
physically, reveal themselves to ustc. Even the
amount of their temptation upon us is regulated by
God to the extat that we can stand.iAnother
error believed by Christians is to attribute to Satan
the act of placing and removing kings and other
governing bodiesAs for the casting out of Satan
and other demons from Heaveme realize that it
occurred after the cdifixion of Christ Perhaps that

is why he remained on Earth for 40 dags Heaven
was cleansed of their presence

*k*k

Chapter 7

The Mechanics of Temptation

Tempters EXxist

The Word of God clearly tells us in many
occasionsthat tempters existif Scripture did not
denounce thepwith the mere personal experience of
each onewe would arrive at the conclusion that
temptation exists and tempters exist

Psychology states that the tendency ofhé
human mind is to forget some memories or
unpleasantthoughts. In that respectl remember a
professor that told us the following anecdofe
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woman of means was known for losing a valuable
diamond ring from time to time which her husband
had given her The womanhad additional other
psychiatric problemsand placed herself in the hands
of the aforementioned doctor

In the interrogatory part of her examinatiothe
doctor realized that the ring was given to her as a
reconciliation gift The husband had had an affair and
when the wife discovered ehaffair, there was much
despair and sufferingfhe husband then decided to
give her a valuable ring and ask for reconciliation

According to the doctothe woman had transferred
that memory to her subconsciomsnd, but although
she didso, instinctivel, the woman wanted to rid
herself of that somethinghich reminded her of that
bitter episode The doctor advised the woman and her
husband to sell the ringfter that the majority of the
psychiatric problems suffered by the woman
disappeared

If according to psychologgnd psychiatrya person
buries in his subconscious mind undesirable thoughts
then why do thoughts concerning sis that are
undesirable recur in our minds? The response is
evident someone is bringing those thoughts to us

A Christian can have a recunee of thoughts about
a sinto which he is inclinedbut it is not logical for
him to experience a recurrence of a particular sin that
is extremely unpleasardr even abhorredif that
experience shows us that someone brings us bad
thoughts which are not agreeable tq miSs even
more logical to think that they will bring us thoughts
about sin which are agreeable to. (herefore
temptation exists

*
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The Temptation of Christ was physical and
spiritual

As we see in the verselBelow, Satan takes
advantage of the normal requirements of physical
human nature andf the feelings harbored in our
soul to converts them into siwith Jesushe tried
to use that methodHow did the Devil incite him to
sin?

After 40 days of fasting, it is normal for man to
feel an wuncontrollable amount of hunger;
therefore the temptationshould beginthrough
precisely that issyeasking himto eat But notin a
correct or natural wayhe incited him to doa
twisted use of hisdivine power in oder to
invalidate his savingission

On the other handince it was natural for Jesus
to be proud of being the son of God,t was
precisely there wher8atantried to exacerbate his
feeling and to do sppretends to doubt the paternal
divinity of Jesus and cause him so demonstrate this
He conjugates in his temptation the two
strongestforcesfelt by Jesus at that moment:ito
demonstrate that he was the son of @atlithou be
the Son of Gaél 0) and his natural urgency to eat
(..command thatthese stones be made bread
Maybe Satan thought that because of his long
fastingJ esusd® mind would not work proper

Demons who were created by God superior to
man can only be defeated whemstead of
confroning them shrewdagainst the shrewdwve
seekrefuge n the absolute and total victory which
Jesusthrough his bloodhas over themHe, who
does not appeal to this method has a lost battle
from the beginning, much like in the case of a
goat confronting a lion, whom God by nature
created strorgy than the goat
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There aremany Christians that due ttheir
ignorance lack of practice or experienceonfront
lusts and temptationderived from themwith their
own strength They do not appeal to the blood of
Christ or do so too latewhen the enemyhas
achieved to inflict wounds

That is precisely one of thepreferred
temptations of the enemy, to incite us to fight the
battle alone, without the help of Jesus Christ
because if he succeeisthis first stepthe rest is
easy Another help which is based on the Word of
God in order to do battle and succeed against our
spiitual enemiesis fasting which | will discuss
later on in this same book
ADo not try to arm wrtest |

itst amer . 0O
*

Temptation does not work if here is no
concupiscence

Our temptation is the daughter of our
concupiscenceand mother of our sin When
sameone is temptedt is in sins which wedo not
hate, in those which weénow should not bdoved
but deep down we do love the@r somethat are
soingrained in usthey appear natural and therefore
we do not detect ias such Everyone is tempted
when by his concupiscenbe is drawn to sin

fizz Let no man say when he is temptddam
tempted of Godfor God cannot be tempted
with evil, neither terpteth he any manas But
every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust and enticedis Then
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when lust hath conceived bringeth forth
sin, and sin when it is finishegbringeth forth
death 0o (James 113-15)

A whole masculine man wilbe temptedperhaps
in wrath arrogance or womenbut Satan and
demons will not try to coax him into sleeping with
another manBecause of his virile naturle rejects
such a repulsive act and any demon will knowt tha
to tempt him in thisis to waste timewithout
achieving his objective

To a man whose love is aney Satan and his
accomplices willnot try to induce him tdive a life
where by going to cabaretsith women would
deplete his mney The Devil and his demons
cannot convert him into a libeng but they can
induce him to stealswindle a widow deprive an
orphanfrom his possessionsr commit murder in
order to gain an inheritancetc..

Satan and his accomplices do not wastelittie
time they have leftiWhen they tempt someojtaey
do so based on the covetousness they have analyzed
in their victim

He who does not fight against his
concupiscence, deceived by the belief that
holiness is something that must be injected from
above,is also an ally of Satafjust like the person
who thinks that without divine gracewithout the
sacrifice of Christ and only through his own effort
and sacrifice can he attain salvation

Many years agoa friend now deceasedpde to
me from time to time of hiproblem with women
He alleged that it wvan 0t his fault
Devil who tempted him and facilitated
opportunities He said that women in his path gave

10z

but

t hat

of



3676

3677

3678

3679

3680

3681

3682

3683

3684

3685

3686

3687

3688

3689

3690

3691

3692

3693

3694

3695

3696

3697

3698

3699

3700

3701

3702

3703

3704

3705

3706

3707

3708

3709

3710

him sexual propositions and that because of tiet
could not resist

My rebuttal was thait was his fault because he
coveted thatand it was the reason why he could not
resist that sinOne daytired of his justificationsl
said iCome now if there was a man with the face
of Elvis Presley and the body of Arnold
Schwarzeneggeand Satan would induce him to
propose a sexual encountemuld you accept &t 0
Upon hearing my commentie jumped like a tiger
and repliediNo, man no. How can | accept thato
Then | said fiDo you see how you accept
temptations that you likenot because you cannot
resist them o

Surely man acceptshbse temptations which are
agreeable to him and knows enough to reject those
that are disagreeablét is because of this that we
should make an effort in reaching holigeso that we
do not becomeag dolls of the enemies of God

AOur t e mptedaugherofours t h
concupiscence and the mother of our
*

God does not permitus to be tempted above our

strengths.

It is obvicus that God does not allcanyoneto be
tempted beyondis strength but to each he has
given a way out of their temgtan so that they can
escape it if they truly wish to do sdn other words
temptation can always be overcome by the person
being tempted and wenly falter when we value
less than the minima common person can resist
which happens very often
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Every time we falter itis because instead of
hating sin we love it or we do not love igll, but
enjoy a slice of itThis is like saltwe would not eat
anything that contained two pounds of shlit we
like a pinch of it in our foodWhile this is our
attitude before sinwe will fall under a temptation
which is more or less elaborate

fiThe Lordknoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptationsand to reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished(ll Peter 29)

There is, however, inaddition, assistance to the
sinner who has that attitude it is to say, the
sinner who cannot abhor sin. The assistance is for
him to ask God to transform hjneven if in the
process he has to pay a bitter prib® you feel
tempted to take that which st yours orswindle
other® Ask God to expose you and embarrass you
publicly. Are you tempted to fornica®eAsk God in
your heartto change you or blind you so that you
no longer see the cause of your temptati¢ingou
sincerely want to change and cahrut are willing
to pay theprice, ask God in your heart to act and he
will do sg, in a soft manner or hard mannbut He
will act

A Christian is not under the power of
temptation at every moment Almost always after
sin there is a period of sorrowf the soul has not
hardened)in which one laments what he has done
and desires not to repeat that. $hring that perid
of time one has to implore from God to actan
drastic way. However we must think thoroughly
what we are askingve cannot play thérepentan
game with God
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If, because of your free wilyou allow God to
bring gentle solutionsHe will act Now, if there is
no way to change your heart or if this solution is not
the best or your free wiblocksit, you will become
blind as yourequestedThink, then how much do
you really want God to change yduAre you
capable of paying the price or run the Aisk

There is another solution which is less
dramatic and less dangerous: fastinga topic |
will discuss later on in this same book

*

Passion clouds reason

Hate greed envy, lust, wrath arroganceetc, are
negative feelings that can easily become passions
general passions cloud intelligenceeven good
passions bueven more sthebad ones The case of
Balaam is verynstructive

Two passions had taken power over Balaam
the first one wasgreed and then wrath His
understanding was so cloudday the passion
(wrath), that it impedechim to detecthe fact that
his donkey was speaking with hinfhe case in
which a donky speaks is so unusual that from the
moment in which the donkey aské@hat have |
done , Balaam surprised and even frightened
should have deposed his attitudgut his irate
pasion was so immensg¢hat it dominated his
intellect and he began to argue tlvithe donkey
without noticing the he was witnessing a miracle

fize Andthe LORD opened the mouth of the
ass, and she said unto BalaariiVhat have |
done unto theethat thou hast smitten me
these three timé&s29 And Balaam said unto
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the ass:Because thu hast mocked md
would there were a sword in mine hardr
now would I kill thee 30 And the ass said
unto Balaam: Am not | thine assupon which
thou hast ridden ever since | was thine unto
this day? Was | ever wont to do so unto titee
Andhe said,Nay. (Numbers 2228-30)

Passions (arroganceanity, pride fear, holding a
grudge envy, greed etc) blind the understanding of
man Every time | have argued with someone who
refuses to understand clear argumertamt are
clearly exposedl have lkeen able to semterposed
betweerus, one or more passions on the part of my
interlocutor | have been unfortunate enough to have
spoken with many donkeyswho are as such
because they give in to their passiofrd if these
donkeys speak without any airatle, it requires a
true miracleio make them reason

Another biblical case in which one or more
passions cloud intelligence is that of the priests and
the resurrection of Lazarus

It has been my observation for many years
(decades)hat when soméype of feeling ismixed
in with an analysis of somethinman cannot apply
logic and reason or he does so partiallyhis
difficulty becomes biggers the feelings become
stronger and becomes a crisis when that feeling
becomes a passion and that passatisorganized
and does not conte a standstill

That was the case in the prisci®r the priests in
this passageTheir passion was hatred; because
of the fear they felt that Jesus Christ would
displace them from ther preeminent priestly
position. Their hatred was such that instead of
trying to reasonthat whoever had raised Lazarus
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had tohavecome from Godwhat they tred to do

was kill Lazarus because this constituted the living
proof that they were wrong in not accepting Jesus as
their Messiah

fis Much people of the Jews therefore knew
that he was thereand they came not for
Jesus' sake onlybut that they might see
Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the
dead 10 But the chief priests consultethat
they might put Lazarus also to deathi1
Because that by reason of him many of the
Jews went away, and believed on Jesus
(John 129-11)

Anyone couldbelieve this total collapse of reason
is impossiblebut would not think the samegin the
same wayas |, have observed completely hosv
p e r sabihitydts reason is atrophied by simply not
having usedhis sense of reason for yeatshave
met somepeoplewho only reason with logic in
their daily activities in their profession otrade
where they have been traingrreasorbefore thai
passiongook power ovethem

| have met some that due to mental laziness have
atrophied that beautiful human ability to the point of
not being able to use it in anything that is not what
already constitutes a beaten path in the nervous
system A path not caused by conscious reactions
but by defensive reflexes to the survivalsociety
They develop a feline astuteness that later does not
match with their deficient intelligence and mental
activity out of their sphere of activities
corresponding to #ir social survival

Examples of this are the capabilitpy make
businessesto lie, to flatter and obtain what they
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want to conquer the opposite sew work in their
profession etc. They are incredibly sharpin a
determined type of activity relatewith thattype of
surviving in society thathey have chose and are
at the same timancredibly incapable of reasoning
in any other sense

Perhaps the explanation tthis inconsistent
polarization of the use of reason can be that they
were trainedto reason without givingn to their
passions onlyin a particular activity when they
were children or young adultdt could also be
explained in the respect that they were instructed to
accept in a dogmatic mannttte premiss of their
profession or paicular activity To their benefit
these premises are real and from that pointiatn
a rudimentary process of reasonitigey can each
certain correct conclusiongven moreso, because
in the majority of casedt was instilledin them at a
very yourg age to use reason in a mechanical way
when it came to the aforementionaemises

It is not that theycannot reason it is that they
quit using that powerthat ability, because it leads
them to undesirable conclusigrad they prefer to
refuge their mind in the use of instinct antor the
process of conditioned reasonjnghich exist as
much as conditioned reflex@earned reflexes)

The types of feelings and pa&sss that cloud
reason are manyself preservation instincpride
arrogance hatred frustration envy, selfishness
wrath, an obsessive love towards someone or
something complex of superiority passion for
fame selfworshiping etc. All of those can be
condersed in two primary or fundamental
causes: either there is no love for Godbove all
things, or thereis no love for othersas we love
ourselves or both.
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Upon failure of these there is such an
exaggerate love for hisson in canparison to the
nei ghthata lusan being cannot see that his
own son mayot be right The @ntrary is also true
because of the love you have for yoursetiu fear
the confrontation with the father of the other child
who accuses yourand cannot see or does not want
to seethat your childs truly right

The masses, full of envyhate a welthy man
even though they know nothing about hithey
agree with those who attack him even if they do not
know the facts The egotistical rich man cannot
understand the resistance of the poor when it comes
to hiswhim. ADo you not se&ho youare? dhinks
the impatant person in relation to someone of
lesser social standin@hey truly believehey arein
their right to enjoy excessive riches at tirece of
the hunger obthers fiThe poor are accustomed to
thatlife and do ot need to leavedt is theway they
think, while they take advantage of those beneath
them Greed pride and other passions do not allow
them to see that they are on the border of a
precipice of asocial commotionand therefore in
the endwill sufferit.

If those who possess aclouded intelligence
because of their passiasm would allow us to take
them through the process of reasoning to
ultimate consequencesthey would see themselves
without justification That is why they avoid it
That is why they do not accepliscussingtheir
opinions brandishing diverdiobled pretexts By
way of a subconscious defensive mechanismey
maintain the process of reasoning in the most
superficial layer of the mind

In these superficial lgers of reasoning thelyave
already constructed a platm of reasoning that is
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autojustificatory That autejustificatory platform
could have an imtrnal logical consistengyout be
based on a false premise or in a sublevel reasoning
platform without internal logical consistency
Additionally, it may be tlat this particular sutevel
is logical but may be based upon a secondeud,
which is the one that may have not consistent
internal logic or is based on false premises or.both

In persons that are more intelligent or more
complex, sometimes we have tlook to a third or
fourth level in order to arrive at the origin of their
error or to findthe falsehoodbehind which they
hide their wickedness.lIt is, at timesvery very
deep where we discover the false premise from
which they part or the false step the chain of
reasoning the broken link which make a chain
useless That is why they justify themselves with
their words but do allow anyoneto take the
discussion or reasonirgepenoughto discover the
deceitfulness of their apparent honesty or jastic

While more sub-layers of reasoning separate
the discussed errorof the subplatform without
internal logical consisincy or of the erroneous
premise whib sustains jtthe harder it will be for
the one who is searching for the trutb find it.
Also, it will be fimostimpossibl® to demonstrate
what their error isespecially inthoe who do not
wish to find the truth because it is painful

The princes of the priest could not reasorthat
Christ had to be the Messiatmey could not reason
that it wasto their advantage to be with the
Messiah their passions pride vanity, hatred
egocentricity etc, hindered it This happens to
rebelangels as well

*
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3992

3993

3994
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3997

Why God does not eliminate temptation

First of all we have to live with Christ during the
millennium and later owith God alsdor all eternity
After the millennium Satan will be free to roam for a
short time tempting humanityThe actual temptation
will immunize us from future temptatigriemptation
serves as edation in order to strengtheruospirit
Temptations and tribulations will serve as an
education for eternityTemptations also seryves
with Satan and the demqrte shorten the period in
which everyone can do all the harm he wants if he
desires to do sat is to saythe periodduring which
tribulationexists increation

Once again this confirms my thesis that God has
evelything under control and nothing occurs
without hispermit

Satan would not be able to (nor can he) address
the apostles directly to tempt them outside of the
usual or cause them unusual tribulatioria this
specific case which we will see belpwe become
aware of an occurrence in the celestial redimn
many other casewe do not have the same luck and
because of that we believe that Satan can do as he
wills when it comes to Christianhe Churchwith
humans or the plandiowever this is not so

AANnd the Lord saidSimon Simon behold
Satan hath desired to have yguhat he may
sift you as wheai (Luke 2231)

As we can clearly se&atanhad to ask God for
permission to sift the Apostlesas he did so later
on.

We see this again in the case of;JS8htan could
not simply shake him and his childrdrecause he
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3998

3999

4000

4001

4002

4003

4004
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4007

4008
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4010

4011

4012
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4014

4015
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4017

4018

4019

4020

4021

4022

4023

4024

4025

4026

4027

4028

4029

4030

4031

4032

4033

wanted to There had to be a petition on the part of
Satan and permission (with limiten the part of
God, as we see in Job:%12 and 24-6. Although

he had Godods per mheshad o n
parameters within which he could act

fie Then Satan answered the LORIDd said
Doth Job fear God for noughtio Hast not
thou made an hdge about himand about his
house and about all that he hath on every
side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands
and his substance is increased in the land
But put forth thine hand ngwand touch all
that he hath and he will curse thee to thy
face 12 And the LORD said unto Satan,
Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only
upon himself put not forth thine handSo
Satan went forth from the presence of the
LORD. o (Job 19-12)

fis And Satan answered the LOR&Nd said
Skin for skinyea all that a man hath will he
give for his life 5 But put forth thine hand
now, and touch his bone and his flesimd he
will curse thee to thy face And the LORD
said unto SatanBehold, he is in thine hand;
but save his lifed (Job 24-6)

This is all h concordance with | Cor 102-13,
where we come to know that God does not permit
us to be tempted morkan we can endur&ven in
the case of the personal temptation of each
Christian Satan and his accomplices have a
parametebeyond whichthey cannot @.

It is logical for this to be this waylue to the fact
that by creation an angelic being is much more
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4034

4035

4036
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4038

4039
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4041

4042

4043

4044

4045

4046

4047

4048

4049

4050

4051

4052

4053

4054

4055

4056

4057

4058

4059

4060

4061

4062

4063

4064

4065

4066

4067

4068

4069

powerful than a human and if God allowed them to
use all of their powerit is safe tosay that there
would not be one human who could resist the
presure That is why God set limifsbecause his
purposeis training human to reject wrong even
when t is shown inbeautifulcolors The purpose of
God is not to cause a fragitend weak creature to
fight against another who is poteand cruel in
order b conemplate how in the fighthe weaker of
the two is destroyed

In this way a human beingthat realizes in
himself the strength advil and of the temptewill
learn, on his own, to turn to God for help in such
an uneven battle. This assures hisufure and
eternal existengébecause he learned fromstown
experience to appeal to He who can do itvalien
he is inclined to ddiis own will or wants to do that
which God hates

Now again we verify thaGod maks use of the
bad actions of his crastes to benefit creationd
so we confirm that in all things God works for the
good of those who love himvho have been called
according to his purpose as we see in Rom#& 8

*

Insensitivity towards sin in society in general and
particularly in the Christian

Thoughts and feelings are in the sotlley are
produced and are stored within the sdtiat is why
the soul is judged and condemng&te brain is just
a physical organ which participates at the same
time of the two dimensions,the physical ard the
spiritual. The brain is what connects the soul with
the physical worldIf you have a thought in your
soul you transmit it to the brajrthe brain to the
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4071

4072

4073

4074

4075

4076

4077

4078

4079

4080

4081

4082

4083
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4085

4086

4087

4088

4089
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4091

4092

4093

4094

4095

4096

4097

4098

4099

4100

4101

4102

4103

4104

4105

mouth the mouth produces the words that enter the
physical world they travel throughout theira
penetrate the ear of the other persionpresshis
brain and the soul of the person hearing perceived
what the soul of the speaker has wanted to
communicate

If bad feelings are produced in the braim the
heart in the kidneys or any other ang for that
matter then once a person djethat organ would
decompose and the soul was liberated from bad
sentimentslf this were spall souls would be saved
all would go to heaven without the need for a savior
because upon dyingheir bad sentimentsvould
become detachedHowever we know that that is not
so because Our Lord says that there will be
condemned souls

The vastest part of the human brain serves to
connect the spiritual (soul) with thghysical (the
world). A very small part of humabrain and all of

the animal 6s brain funct.i

reflexes Animals as much as humangarn and
store in theibrain knowledge which is useftd their
existence and livelihoodAn animal learns where
there is waterwhere there igood, etc. The rest is
instinctive programs installed by creation in their
brain with the goal of them doing what they are
destined to do

In his partman has a small amount of instinary
few innate programs Almost all is learned
consciously even though much of his knowledge
passes to his subconscious sphere or is unconscious in
his brain as is typing or drivinghis knowkdge once
learned and practiced enougicoms a conditioned
reflex. A typist moves his fingers without thinking
about the dtter he is pressingA driver can speak
with hispassenger without going outlut way

11¢

ons

accordi

I



4106

4107

4108

4109

4110

4111

4112

4113

4114

4115

4116

4117
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4119

4120

4121

4122

4123

4124

4125

4126

4127

4128

4129

4130

4131

4132

4133

4134

4135

4136

4137

4138

4139

4140

4141

Due to this advantage in a human being to learn
things subconsciouslyhe can be Abr ai
So many times he is told something that is false that
the personabsorbs that fact as something that is
certain as long as someone does not make him
reason and therefore prove the veracity of the
opposite

There is a hammering of the mind in order to
reduce the morals and standards of behavior to
society in general, and Christians are no
exception. Two powerful instruments are usedhe
media (newspaperdV, magazinesmovies books
theateretc) and mockery

Before beginning any damagiagt they condition
humans to accept that he wilanks that exista
campaign for corruption is someone who is paranoid
exagyeratesa person with a Mtorian mentality an
intolerant individual someone who is against the
rights that others have to abse their moral @des
etc. The campaign to degrade sociebegins
thereafer.

Hormones play a great part in all vices.
Hormones are produced naturally by the hody
directed by the nervous systerivhen someone
places a drug into his systems brain receives the
erroneous warning that his body is producing too
many hormonesimilar or equivalentand the natural
production ofhormone ceasesWhen the effect of
the first dose of the drug passt®e body feels as if
something is missingecause the artificial drug has
left his body and he lacks the natural onHsat is
why the person feels the need to repeat that dosage of
the drug

The same thing happens with sexual hormones
and pornography onudity in the mediatelevision
movies beachetc. Or with adrenaline and wrath in a
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4152
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4155
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4160
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4164
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4166

4167

4168

4169

4170

4171

4172

4173

4174

4175

4176

violent movie the person returns to timebecause
they trigger those hormones that make him feel
fifineo .

The means of communication accustom society
to receiving a dose of thoselrug® and over time
society becoms desensitized to those sifkhey
become used to adulterywdity, homosexuality
violence incest rape etc.

The Christian gulps down all that poisdrecause
he does not want to separate himself from
fientertainmertt and because he has becomeduse
(little by little) to seaihow naturab those things truly
are Compare a movisixty years ago with anodern
movie which you do notlgect to watching in the
living room of your home

Observe, what is the difference in clothing worn
by a Christan woman and a nonChristian
woman? The difference is not more than an inith
there isa difference When a woman is sitting and
crosses her legder underwear may be seen in a
Christian woman as much as a rGhristian woman
It is the same with the necklin€he most interesting
part of this is thait happens in the presence of their
husbands who do not see anything wro@pserve
how a couple walks along in shortst he womanos
shorts are alwaysuch shorter than that of a man
when it should be the oppositi you notice their
clothing it appears that women feel the hot climate
morethan menThey are the onegontrary to their
male counterpartthat wear backless blouses or
dresses their shoulders uncovergdow necklines
etc. They appear to feel heat nedhan merbecause
me n dress that way

Why does all of this occ@rBecause they are
enticing us to live in the manner of Sodom
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4205
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4207

4208

4209

4210

4211

4212

Gomorrah Adma and ZeboimWe will more than
likely complain if fire rains down upon us

Let us search for holiness by distancing
ourselves from those placesvhere things that are
undesiral® to God are being presented to us as
natural doings

*

Review of Chapter 7.The mind tries to forget
what is unpleasantherefore when a thought that is
disagreeable to us com@ a reoccuing manner
someone is bringing it to usThis proves that
tempters existIf the Bible dd not teach us this truth
logic would be a sufficient means to discover it
Christ was tempted with the two strongest factors that
were at that moment overtaking hirthe pride of
being the Son of God and hunger followiadgorty
day fast

Through ignorance many Christians face
temptation with their sole strengiWhoever attempts
at facing temptation on their owtike that of a goat
before a lionor a human who wants to wrestle with a
gorilla, has lost the fight frorthe beginning

Let us remember that James says that each one is
tempted when attracted and stokegone 6 s o wn
desiresand lusts We also need to remember the
reaction of a Christianvho said that his sexual sin
was due to the temptation of the Devibut was
positive that the Devil could not tempt him to sin
sexually with another makaul tells us that God will
not allow us to be tempted more that we can take on
or tackle Are you ready to sacrifice yourself in order
to not sir? Ask God to blind you ihecessary in order
to not see the cause of your.dhasting is also very
useful as we will see later on
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4244

4245

4246
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Passions negative ones above all cloud
understandingThe case of Balaam and the priests in
the resurrection of Lazarus evidence a lack of
reasming in being that are possessed by their
passionswrath and greed in the first instance and
hatred in the second

God does not eliminate an actual temptation
because it serves tdimmunized us from future
temptation serves as education to strengthaur
spirit, and just like our tribulations serve as an eternal
education Temptations also serve to shorten the
period of tribulation in creation

In order to desensitize societyith the goal of
having them accept sin as something natomaksive
propajanda is utilized It prepars the masses to
considerthat any person who disagrees with the
propaganda isantiquated intolerant ridiculous
exagyerated anddeserving of mockeryt also makes
the person appegparanoid and with a Victorian
mind, someme who fitramplesd the rights others
have to chosetheir ownmoral codesetc. In that
way, they are steering us on the way to the
Apocalypse

*kk



Chapter 8

2 Relationship between the Commandments

4251 and Sin

4252

4253 When a human obeys or disobeys the
4254 commandments, it does notlamagenor benefit
4255 God

4256 We and our fellow man are either the damned or
w57 the benefited ones

4258 God istoo far up to allow our attitude for be of

w250 any benefit or hindrance towards him.Therefore

w20 his commandments are not for his bendfit

w261 protection but to our benefit and protection

4262

4263 fis Look unto the heavensand see and
4264 behold the clouds which are higher than thou
4265 6 If thou sinnest, what doest thou against
4266 him? Or if thy transgressions be multiplied,
4267 what doest thou unto him? If thou be
4268 righteous, what givest thou him®r what
4269 receiveth he of thine hand® Thy wickedness
4270 may hurt a man_as thou art; and thy
aom1 righteousness _may_profit the son _of mard
4212 (JOb 355—8)

4273

4274 The same idea is in Psalm:2&. This passage
w25 as well as thereceding onestates that whatever
w2 good or bad a human dgeseither benefits nor
w277 hinders God but does affect his fellow man

4278

4279 fiz O my soulthou hast said unto the LORD
4280 Thou art my Lord my goodness extendeth
4281 not to thee; 3 but to the saints that ee in the
4282 Earth, and to the excellenin whom is all my
4283 delight (Psalm 162-3)
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This shows us that God has placed his
commandments, to protect us and not himself.
Not to his benefijtbut for our benefitGod becomes
angry at those who do not obey hammandments
in the same way that a father would become angry if
his five year old daughter dashes out from the
sidewalk to the street without first looking both
ways in the manner in which he taught her to do
He does so because not obeying his manciauéd
cause terrible consequences in the fytarel that
would bring suffering to her fatheNot because of
him, who would not be run ovebut because of his
daughter who could either become an invalid or at
least be seriously hurt

He would becora irritated against his own san
the same waywith justifiable anger if he saw his
son hit his sisteror steal her thingsor that he
would not defend her if another boy were to hit her
It is not thatHe would be hit that He would be
robbed it is that He suffers when he sees a loved
one suffer and that is the reason he gets angry

A father would also become angry if a child does
not want to studyor if hemakes fun of him or spits
at him

This is exactly what happens to GMle do not
harm God when we sin, nor does He benefit from
our obedience. It hurts Him when we suffer
because we do not obey hirar when we hurt
others by not abiding by the commandments

That is why we should look for his
commandments, not solely conform ourselves to
the ones that are taught to usThis impressed me
tremendously when | was reading the Bible for the
first time and came upon Joshud&,Wwhere it says
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4350

4351

4352

4353

4354

4355

fiThis book of the law shall not depart out of
thy _mouth but thou shalt meditate therein
day and nigh, that thou mayest observe to
doaccording to all that is written thereinfor
then thou shalt make thy way prospercrsd
thenthou shalt havegood success.
(Joshua B)

This promise made by God is certaabsolutely
certain but there are verfew who believe it and it is
practiced even less

*

Fooli shness and the dan
Aimoderni zingodo or consi
commandment to be of il

Whoever changes commandments of Guades
away from the commandments of Gad he who
adds to a commandmerbmmits a serious sinas
we see in Scripture

fiYe shall not add unto the word which |
command you, neither shall ye diminish
ought from it, that ye may keep the
commandments of the LORD your God which
| command you 6  (Deuteronomy #2)

fizs For | testify unto every man that heareth
the words of the prophecy of this botkany
man shall add unto these thing$God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in
this book 19 and if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book
of life, and out of the holy cifyand from the

122

ge
de
it

-, = =



4356 things which are written in this booko

4357 (Revelation 221.8-19)

4358

we  Whenwebuyanewcart comes with an operatord
o mManual In it you will find information pertaining to
w1 What type of gasoline you should uatter how many
w2 Miles you should change the oil and the fjlteow

w3 much air pressure should be in your tirgkat to do

ssa When a light goes off in the dashboanhat liquids

wes  are required in the radiator when it is gdfebw to

wes  turn on the heater in the car when it is snoywiigat

w7 type of brake fluid should be used and how to
sss  Measure it from time to timevhen to check the
wso  Apower steeringfluid and how to refill it etc..

4370 If we obeyeverything the manufacturer indicates
an the car will work as is fittingIf we obey some

w72 Indications and ignore others,the car will serve us
w3 for some things but not for othetswe do not obey
w72 any of the instructionsour car will soon ten into a

w75 clunker

4376 If you use a type of gasoline that is not the one
w7 indicated it will be fine for a time but with time it

ws Will cause damage tothecarf you dondt change the
wae  Oil, the car will be damagedoefore the damage
w0 caused by the wrong gas@. There are many divine
s commandments which if disobeyedill cause us
ws2  problems sooner than others as in the example of the
w3 gasoline and the oll

4334 If you obey what the manual says about the engine
w5 but do not put the required amount of air in the tires
wss  two things may happeif you do not put enough air
w57 you will waste more money in buying tirdsqually,

wes It may not be muchwhat may happen if you do not
w9 Obey some divine commandmenibsit for example

w0 your finances could suffeHowever if you put too

w1 Mmuch air and leave on a long road trip on a hot day
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4393
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4399

4400
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4407
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4410
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4413
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4416

4417

4418

4419

4420

4421

4422

4423

4424

4425

4426

4427

the tires can blow out and either kill yagjure yoy
cause you to lose your car or arrive late to your
destination Disobedience of a divine commandment
does not always cause a dramatic tragbdy it will
carry out inconveniences to what we stupidly call
fitrialsd instead of recognizing stupidity or
disobedience

If a red light comes on your dashboard which
announces a problem and you ignore the
consequences can either be small or gramethere
will be consequencedNever disobey the warning
signs that the Lord sends to you by way of
Scripture or one of his servants. It is dangerous to
do so.

The same or similar misfortune or inconveniences
will occur if in the winter you only apply wateo the
radiator and not the arftieeze indicatedYou will
also have inconveniences if you lose the use of your
brakes by not measuring the fluid on a timely basis
You will pay for your laziness if you did not want to
read the manual and learn how to mvayourself up
while inside an auto when it is snowing outsiele.
Everything has to be learned

Similarly, a Christian has to make the effort in
knowing what the Bible saysvhat commandments
God has placedhen after learning what they are
obey them If you learn what oil to put into your car
but you feel like using another type of,qtbu will
not obtain the benefit that you would by obeying the
instructions The commandments of God are to be
obeyed,not to be discussed without cafienodernize
thend fimprove upon the or not give them the
importance necessary

*
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u2s A Biblical example of someone who believed there

4429 were commandmentsiwi t hout | mportancebo
4430 Nowadays many people including Christians

un  believe that all or at least some of the ozendments

uz2z  were for the people obld, and t hat donot actually
w3z apply to us It seems that such foolishness is not hew

uu  because as we will seg shows that Solomon also

ms believed that some of Godoés commandme
wmw  fthe people of old,or that they wee small

w37 Aunimportand commandments that he did not have

umss {0 obey

4439 | have always stated that God has given us the

a0 Minimum amount of indispensable laws for our

w1 happiness in life God has not uselessly

maz  Overburdened us with precepts or laws with the

aas purpose ofmaking our existence difficultAnd

mae - Much less, in a manner that some vain people

wes  think, God was going to give us difficult laws so

ass  that we could not be saved and therefore force us to

a7 Opt for Christ

4448 Jesus is indispensable to us, not because God

meo hasmade things #Adifficulto for us i n
umso  force us to that. Christ is indispensable to us

ws1 because in spite of God having made it as simple as

w2 he did and in spite of making the laws as easy as

wss  possible and as achievable as possiblepite of all

mse  this, | repeat man still does not abigide still falls

wss shortanddoesndt obey

4456 If we think sensibly we will understand that

ws7 - hothing that is established by God is without

mss  purpose, and all laws and precepts are for the

wse  Sake of obedienceto be put into practe If we

umso  Obey 99 and we disobey qrvee will not receive the

w61 Odamages to avoid which were established the 99

ums2  preceptsbut if we do not obey the solitary gnee
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will receive the damage to avoid which that sole

precept was established
There are many Chrigians who deride or

s o mavithouf notGiogd 6 s |

what | previously pointed ouPersons with much

more knowledge and communion with God than us

also acted in the same way and the experiment was

under val

a costly one

ue

There we have Solomongafter obtaining from
God enormous wisdojtwo personal revelations
absolute powemutside strength in his kingdom and
the realization of extraordinary workmanship (the
Temple) he decided not to obey two precepts
Perhaps Solomon did this because he thotigise
precepts related tdthe time of old ,or perhaps
because he wanted to believe they wiesolete .
More sq perhaps it was because he thought they
were of Aiminimal importance .He might have
believed that if he obeyed the resibt obeying
thesetwo small precepts could not bring him grave
consequencesWho knew maybe his spiritual
guides assured him that they were obsoldiaybe

Sol omon

di

dnot

want

anyone

fanatic an intolerat man someone with a narrow

mind.

And he did so! He increased the number of his
women (I Kings 113) he caused the Hebrews to
return to Egypt with the purpose of increasing the
herds of horses (I Kings:26 and 128-29).
Disobeyed two fismall commandments without
importancé® ,which God ordered as geen the
passage belowThe result of the violation of what
appears he believed to be twismalb precepts
Aiwithout importance which were forfithe people
of oldo and that now weréobsolet® is clearly seen

in I Kings 113-8.
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fiza When thou art comento the land which
the LORD thy God giveth theand shalt
possess jtand shalt dwell thereinand shalt
say, | will set a king over mdike as all the
nations that are about mes thou shalt in any
wise set him king over theehom the LORD
thy God shll choose one from among thy
brethren shalt thou set king over thabou
mayest not set a stranger over thesich is
not thy brother 16 But he shall not multiply
horses to_himselfnor_cause the people to
return to Eqgypt,to the end that he should
multiply horses forasmuch as the LORD hath
said unto youYe shall henceforth return no
more that way17 Neither shall he multiply
wives to himself, that his heart turn not
away: neither shall he greatly multiply to
himself silver and gold 0

(Deuterommy 1714-17)

AANnd Solomon had forty thousand stalls of
horsesfor his chariots and twelve thousand
horsemen 0 (I Kings 4:26)

AANnd Solomon hadhorses brought out of
Egypt and linen yarn the king's merchants
received the linen yarn at a priced

(I Kings 1028)

fiz And he had seven hundred wives,
princesses, and three hundred concubines
and his wives turned away his heart For it
came to passwhen Solomon was old, that
his wives turned away his _heart after other
gods and his heart was nqgterfect with the
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LORD his Godas was the heart of David his
father. s For Solomon went after Ashtoreth
the goddess of the Zidonigngnd after
Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites
And Solomon did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and went not fully afir the LORDas
did David his fatherz Then did Solomon
build a high place for Chemoshthe
abomination of Moajin the hill that is before
Jerusalem and for Molech the abomination
of the children of Ammon And likewise did
he for all his strange wiw which burnt
incense and sacrificed unto their gode

(I Kings 11.3-8)

As we can seeSolomon was aiiopen minded
man he wisatad.This as something
similar to what happens to young Christian men
and women, when they deliberately ignog
precepts and warnings like those in Il Corinthians
6:14, they marry norbelievers and later complain
that God does not hear their prayermr defend
them from the actions of their spouse

In synthesis, the commandments that are
Awithout importancé and the filesser of the
commandmentsare also to be obeyed as Our Lord
says in Matthew 3.7-19.

fi17 Think not that | am come to destroy the
law, or the prophets | am not come to
destroy but to fulfill. 18 For verily | say unto
you Till heaven and ealh pass one jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
till all be fulfilled. 19 Whosoever therefore
shall break one of these |east
commandmentsand shall teach men sbe
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shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven but whosoever shaltlo and teach
them the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaveno  (Matthew 517-19)

Brothers and Sister# you desire to look for and
reach holinesse very careful not to disdamne of
these small commandmentsas told to us by Our
Lord Jesus Christ

*

Al mprovingod on a | awsof God is as

not obeying that law

In the passage belowe see how Jesus Christ has
to defend the laws of God that wdimterpreted
andfimproved by religious clerics of those times
God gives a clga commandment very clear
fiHonor thy mother and thy fatheHowever
religious groupgiinterpred or Aimproved the law in
such a way that according to their understanding
God would be very pleased with them

Imagine! What God determined as something to
be given to parentshese religious groups delivered
it Agraciously ,fito Godd ,or better still to the
priests because it was the clergy who benefited from
it.

God established tithing, but they fauthorized
more they authorized that a person gwatever
they had put aside for their parent8harisees
greedy and rapacious as they were (Lukel4dp
and reflecting on God for their own mode of being

t hought they wer e acting i n Godos

modifying His commandmentin exchange for
another whichthey deemedibettet .I say that they
considered it better in that they gave God more than

12¢
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he had commandedThis behavioras we will see
later on in tls same chapter was strongly criticized
by the Lord to the point of calling them hypocrites
This appears to me as something which | have heard
someshrewd preachershat a Christian should give
more than his tithe

fu For God commandedaying Honour thy
father and mother and He that curseth
father or motherlet him die the deaths But
ye s&. Whosoever shall say to his father or
his mother It is a gift by whatsoever thou
mightest be profited by meand honour not
his father or his mother, he shall be free.
Thus have ye made the commandment of God
of none effect by your traditiono

(Matthew 154-6)

I cal l Afgracesto those
God to their advantage,trying to show that we
Christians can do whatever we please because we
are under the grac&hefigracesb ones of our days
do something similar to what the Phariseed. d
They pretend to give more to God than He ordained
modifying to themselves His commandment and
substituting it for anothdiibetter one fabricated by
them There are many who consider the Old
Testament obsoletéghose who consider that we do
not haveto abide by its teachingslowever these
same people in their sermons emphasize that a
believer should titheeven though this is a teaching
only to be found in the Old Testament

When someone signals out to them that in spite of
the rejection they manf e s t t owar ds
the Old Testament they continue to enforce tithing
they respond without a New Testament habiat a
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Christian does not only have to tithe but they have
to give more than their amount of tithinhey are
not dumb! However as we can clearly se¢hey
are falling into the same vice as the Pharisees in the
previous passage the sin of modifying a
commandment of God in order to improve upan it
Instead of the tithe which God institutethey
consider that their parishioners sitcb contribute
more In what part of the Bible can we substantiate
this inewd commandmert

It is not wrong for someone whose economic
situation allows him to give temporarily or
permanently more than their tithmotivated by his
own _free will, without suggestions from the
pulpit. Thepretense ofmaking a believer think that
he needs to give more is very wrotiys is thecase
with them making the believers think there &
fibetter doctring than the one established by God in
the Old TestamentThe preéext that in the New
Testament more is asked (something which is not
true) or the pretext that Christians should go
beyond the law is an arrogance without any
scripturalbasis | would be happy that we could at
least always obey 90 % of the norms of deébr
established by God in the Old Testanhent

Our advantage is not that we are so holy that we
go beyond the lawOur advantage rests in that we
have already seen Christ crucified and we know that
our salvation was established two millenniums.ago
Howe\er, pre-Christians could only await salvation
manifesting their faith in that hopby way of the
Jewish rituals and sacrifices which were abolished
with the true sacrifice of Chrisas is taught to us by
Paul

Something similar is done by those who
Aimproved the fourth commandment of God and

131



4679

4680

4681

4682

4683

4684

4685

4686

4687

4688

4689

4690

4691

4692

4693

4694

4695

4696

4697

4698

4699

4700

4701

4702

4703

4704

4705

4706

4707

4708

4709

4710

4711

4712

4713

4714

instead of considering Saturday as the holy day of
rest they do so on Sundaypparently they think
that God would be very happlyecause they amend
the page of the Omnipotent One with the
praiseworthy purpose ohonoring Christ who
resurrected on Sundafnd because this is done in
order to give to God more than He asked they
feel free to make all modifications such as tls
their fipraiseworthy eagerness infiimprovingd
what God established

As we cansee human tendencies have always
been the samgto modify to their own will the
laws that God has establishedalleging in the
majority of cases religious reasons to do séan,
including Christianshas never learned the lesson in
| Samuel 151-23, wherby it states that God
appreciates more so strict obedience of his
commandments than all thefibenefit® or
fiimprovemend that people think they are giving
Him by modifying divine lawsIt does not appear
they become awayas is said in Samuethat as a
sin of witchcraft is rebellion and how idols and
idolatry is to infringe upon the divine
commandments

f....3 Now go and smite Amalelnd utterly
destroyall that they have,and spare them
not, but slay both man and womganfant and
suckling ox andsheepcamel and ass é .
€ .8 And he took Agag the king of the
Amalekites aliveand utterly destroyed all the
people with the edge of the swordBut Saul
and the people spared Agag, and the best of
the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the
fatlings, and thelambs, and all that was
good, and would not utterly destroy them
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but every thing that was vile and refusieat
they destroyed utterlyo Then came the word
of the LORD unto Samyekaying 11 It
repenteth me that |1 have set up Saul to be
king, for he is turned back from following
me, and hath not performed my
commandment séé

€ é .13 And Samuel came to Saand Saul
said unto himBlessed be thou of the LORD
have performed the commandment of the
LORD. 14 And Samuel saidWhat meaneth
then this bleatingpf the sheep in mine ears
and the lowing of the oxen which | h@as
And Saul saidThey have brought them from
the Amalekitesfor the people spared the best
of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice
unto the LORD thy God;and the rest we
have utterlydestroyeéd é

€ é .19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey
the voice of the LORDbut didst fly upon the
spoil, and didst evil in the sight of the LORD
20 And Saul said unto SamueYeg | have
obeyed the voice of the LOR&nd have gone
the way which the LRD sent meand have
brought Agag the king of Amalekand have
utterly destroyed the Amalekitea But the
people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the
chief of the things which should have been
utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the LORD
thy Godin Gilgal. 22 And Samuel saidHath
the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings
and sacrificesas in_obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold to obey is better than
sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry
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Because thou hast rejected the word of the
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being
king. o (Samuel 151-23 Abbreviated)

If we take what is said in Samuel literallypuch

of the sin of dimiChtistibngyt r yo i s f oun

Christians have to be very careful in accepting
doctrines which modify the commandments of God
saying t hat Anowo after Chri st
necessary to obey them.

It is a very common tendency among the religious
to change the divineules in favor of what they
think are better aims

It was done then by Saul in dedicating the sheep
in order to sacrifice them to Godatholicism does
this with imagesfin order to give to the masses
something palpable so that they can believe in
Godd . Protestants do it by exchanging grape juice
in place of wine in order tdinot show a bad
testimony of temperande.On the other handews
exchange at their own risk the system of the
cleansing of sinsfrom the original one established
by God by wayof Moses to a series of superstitions
established by the rabbinate throughout centuries
and all of this was so as not to accept Jesus Christ
Further on the appearance of those who guide
themselves and the socigip which they live by

theirownruleshavi ng rejected first Godoés

we arefinot under the law .

The list could be longebut as exampleghese
are sufficient You have already understood that the
tendency is always the sama order to obtain a
fibetter resuli they modify what &d established
Saul also justified himself because of what he did

*

134



4787

4788

4789

4790

4791

4792

4793

4794

4795

4796

4797

4798

4799

4800

4801

4802

4803

4804

4805

4806

4807

4808

4809

4810

4811

4812

4813

4814

4815

4816

4817

4818

4819

4820

4821

4822

Wisdom and usefulness of strict obedience toward
God

From this short passage we can obtain various
lessons a) one on thewisdom in obedienceto all
that God sayseven if we @ not know why b)
another is the obstacles thaé place before God
in reference to his blessingwotections and actions
towards usandc) another is howhe enemy takes
advantage of our lack of knowledge and above
all, our lack of faith in the orders of God, in order
to modify our beliefs and deprive us of the
assistance and company of God

f12 Thou shalt have a place also without the
camp whither thou shalt go forth abroads
and thou shalt have a paddle upon thy
weapon and it shall be when hou wilt ease
thyself abroadthou shalt dig therewithand
shalt turn back and cover that which cometh
from thee1s4 For the LORD thy God walketh
in the midst of thy campo deliver thegand

to give up thine enemies before thee
therefore shall thy campe holy that he see
no unclean thing in theand turn away from
thee 0 (Deuteronomy 232-14)

It is typical of a believer to reject as many
ordinances or divine commandments as he does not
understand othe ones thasomeone tells him that
inowedos ndt h ayteatittwas fay thee y
people ofiit h o s e Tha firse gage.in which
this occurred was in GenesiAdb with our mother
Eve when the serpent told her it was not necessary
to obey what God had ordetetthat she could eat
from the forbiden tree and we are still suffering
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the consequences of that disobedience figraalb
command the simple command ofido not eab .
The serpent continues to deceive humanity by
telling them they can eat everything

At the same time, it is typical for ron-believers
to persist in commandments, rituals, ordinances,
superstitions, etc., that are not derived from
divinity and die believing in themwithout ever
doing away with themWhat a paraddxWhat is
evidently from divine orderis abandoneddone
away with, despised modified, disobeyed what
evidently is not from divine order is revered
obeyed andulfilled.

Thi ngs oldupwadds; someone has to be
pushing them.The naturafidownwardcourse that
is ordered by God would turn itself into a Hhalm
normal condugtbecause of passivityout we see
the oppositeWhy? Because there are active agents
who work fervently together with their henchmen
so that the minds of humans follow an amtural
coursethefiuphillo course

In the previous pamge there is an ordinaname
of its reasons to existwas ignored by humans
totally until short of a century ag@nly now are we
beginning to understancdbne of the motives
Human wastewhen it is not deposited into a latrine
or similar systemand isleft on the surface of the
earth provokes a number of illnesses such a
parasitism typhus dysentery gastroenteritis
cholera etc. This occurs above allvhen there is
overcrowding as in the case of a military camp
(which is what the passage is abpudr in the case
of a city. That is why the Israeli nation during the
time of Christ used latrines as we see in Matthew
15:17. The fulfillment of the rules that God had
ordered required this
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ADo not ye yet understanthat whatsoever
entereth in athie mouth goeth into the belly
andis cast out into the draugl®t 0

(Matthew 1517)

In places in which the custom is to deposit human
excrement on the surface of the eattte diseases
corresponding to this behavior are a common
occurrence If thesepeople blindly obeyed the laws
of God in spite of not knowing whythey would
liberate themselves from consequences in order to
avoid which those laws were placethey should
obey even if they appear to be lavivithout
importanc® even if someone wete tell them that
these laws do not have to be obeyed any longer
because they pertained tdolden times or
fibecause we are not under the ,(avut under
grac® . It is in that way that wisdom is
manifested in which everything that God has
ordered must be deyed, even if we do not
understand whyaccording to what | said previously
infi a 0.

The case is that humans have finally discovered
after 4000 yearsonly one of the reasons why God
gave us that ordelt is very probable that there may
be other moties as well as this and we should not
wait another £00 years in order to discover them
and arrive at the conclusiditherd that we must
obey that order

In a similar case is the order to not eat certain
animals; some believe that by thoroughly cooking
the meatit can be eatenThey do not understand
that if the only reason God prohibited such meat
was that he would not have prohibited, itvhat he
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would have done was to order them to cook them
well, which is easier and certain than to prohibit it

The fact that behind the commandment or
ordinance contained in the previous passage,
there is something more than a hygienic ruleis
clearly manifested in verse 14

fié . For the LORD thy God walketh in the
midst of thy camp é that he see no unclean
thingin thee and turn away from thee.

This also manifests that some other motivation
was behind this commandpossibly something
related to celestial dynamics which we do not know
| do not think that any Christian thinks that the only
reason behind thisommand was related to hygiene
but Moses wasideceive®d so that he would become
fearful and obey

Believe it or not there have beefiChristian®
who have told me that these commands to not eat
pork, squid etc, were motivated by mere
prophylactic reaswts which Moses knew abquiut
fipeople had to be told that God orderedfinot,
they would not obey thein.lIt is stupid to think that
without divine revelation Moses would know
something that was discovere®d0 years later

We also see in verse4lthat as | said in the
beginning inficd the enemy takes advantage of our
lack of knowledge and our lack of faith in what God
orders in order to modify our beliefsa modifying
process which | exposed in the previous paragraph

Finally, aslst ated in fbo, we
against blessings and divine protectiowhen we
do not obey his commandmentsvhen reject
commandments ofilittle importanc® and those
that someonéfitell ud without Biblical basis that
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we do not have to obey theiWe se here that God

(or the angel who represented Him) wants to walk
among the camp of the believelsut i f t hey
obey the commandmer{the conditions laid out by

Him), then he will withdraw himself from that
camp It is not that he who would disobeyet
ordinance contained in this passage is going lose his
soul byfbeing apart from the ladvjt is that he will

lose the protection and the benefits of obeying these
fismallone® .

In_synthesis we see here howsod is always
ready to protect and bless us @d how we lose
that protection and blessing when we present to
him repugnance and filth. These acts of
disobedience provoke the angel who represents him
to go away from the place which we inhaloit the
company of the person to whom the protection or
theblessings were directed

In the category of repugnance which keep God or
his angel away from ysire among many others the
acts of the unjust shedding of blgd@rnication
sexual filth abortion contrary to natural practices
idolatry, sodomy witchcraft, spiritualism the
dishonest means of acquiring money or bendfits
thought that others are of lesser value than we are
dishonesty lying and anything and everything
which goes against divine ordinance or against all
that clearly is naturapiousand honest

To all and each human beinGod wants to give
an equal proportionate warlan important destiny
according to his giftslt is us, human beings
which permitting or putting filth into our souls,
and in our surroundings where we exercise or
where we should exercise authority and in the
society which surrounds us, disallow the
company at our side of the Angel of God.
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Our lack of knowledge and cleansing with respect
to God is like as | said previous|ylike that of a
father and his two year @lson The father would
love to take him wherever he is going and for which
occasion he must be well dressd@dhe child has
dirtied his clothes by playing in mubas dirtied his
mouth and hands with chocolate and has soiled
himself as well The father wold like to hug him
and carry himtake him alongbut he canngthe
loves him but the child has caused the father to love
hi mé f r ohhe canrfotinvolve him in his
businessthe child does not want to be cleaner than
he is he loves too much to play amt chocolate
and he doesnodtHeneedse¢olealth h e

*

The true love for God is obedience to His
commandments

James said that faith was demonstrated by works
Faith is not seemot smelledis not hearddoes not
have tage, cannot be touchedraith is observed by
the acts of those who have faitlm other words
whoever truly has faithfeels compelled to workn
which casewhoever observes himmotices that he
truly has faith If someone says he has faith and not
works he truly does not have fajthe only says he
does

Something similar can be said aboubur love for
God. Our love for Godccannot be seenorsmelled it
is not heardnor doesit have tasteand cannot be
touched Love for Godis perceivedby the oledience
of those whdove God In other wordswhoever truly
haslove for God feels compelled to obey Hinin
which casewhoever observes himmotices that he
truly haslove for God If someone says he hasre
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forGoda nd d o e s n,he trulpdoespt hdde m
love for God he only says he does

He who truly loves God demonstrates it by
searching for and obeying his commandmehis
who says he loves God and does not inquire about his
commandments in order to obey themreality does
not love God He onlyfisay® he lovesHim. It is not
possible or logical to know the greatness and
immensity of God love Him and not obey his
commandments

For those who distort everythingaying that
floveo is above all the commandments of God they
should realize It a t according t o
disciples love is when we walk according to His
commandmentsnot simply thefiblah blah blaho
of fil love yowb We should walk according tall of
His commandmenisiot just some of them

fis And now | beseech theéady, not as
though | wrote a new commandment unto
thee but that which we had from the
beginning that we love one anothes And
this _is love, that we walk after his
commandments This is the commandment,
That, as ye have hearttom the beginning

ye should wk init. 6 (Il John 15-6)

Therefore contrary to what many may think is
possible to abide by His commandmetiscause if
t hi s was nléhh wauld sosekhiort us to do
sa

Review of Chapter 8. God has given us
commandments for our beneéind protectionlt is
the same as the father who protects his five year old
daughter If the Supreme BeingHe who knows
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5038

5039

5040

5041

5042

5043

5044

5045

5046

5047

5048

5049

5050

5051

5052

5053

5054

5055

5056

5057

5058

5059

5060

5061

5062

5063

5064

5065

5066

5067

5068

5069

5070

5071

5072

5073

above all gives a commandmenit is stupidity to
twist it, imoderniz@ it, or consider it to be of little
importance etc. This isthe same as the care of an
automobile If we follow the guidelines of the
manual in some things and not othdhse car will
function well in some aspects and not in others

It appears that Solomon believed that some
commandments were for personsfiolden time®
or that were not very importgrdnd paid a terrible
price because of thisIf you obey 99
commandments and transgress one hundredin
will suffer from the evil for which that
commandment which you transgressed was made
for. Many Christians especially young ones
pertaining to their marriages suffer like Solomon
because they undervallsome commandments

Others like Saul want to Aimproved the
commandment of Gqdand spare the life of the
livestockfito sacrifice them to Gaxd por those who
ask their congregation for more than tithjngr
exchange Saturday for Sundaiodifying the
commandments of God is as much as sin as
disobeying them The commandments of God
should be obeyed even if we do not understand why
they were given The love for ®d is demonstrated
in the obedience of his commandments

KKk
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Chapter 9

5075 Diverse Consequences of Sin

5076

sor7  Relationship between sin, on the one hand, climate
5078 and productivity of

5079 the earth and rain on the other hand

5080 Sin always has consequees Sometimes those
ss1  consequences affect only those who conthetsin,

se2 at other times it affects those who have not
ses committed the sinsometimes it affects society and
s.«  also the climatgproductivity of the earthrain, etc.

ses It IS se@ in Scripture thasin ruins the environment
soes  IN this case because of anurder Cain fails to
ss7  receive from the eartithe strength he was supposed
soes 1O Obtain from it

5089

5090 firs And now art thou cursed from the earth
5001 which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
5092 brother's blood fom thy handi2 When thou

5003 tillest the ground, it_shall not henceforth
5094 yield unto thee her strengtha fugitive and a
5005 vagabond shalt thou be in the eartld

5096 (Genesis z-’&l—12)

5097

5098 The same spirit is perceived in Numbers 33
s0  34. The shedof blood harmstie earth where it is
s0  shed with impuaity. On the contrary Proverbs
sim  14:34 tells us that justice enhances a nation

5102

5103 fizs So ye shall not pollute the land wherein
5104 ye are for blood it defileth the lan¢dand the
5105 land cannot be cleansed of the blood that
5106 shed therein,but by the blood of him that
5107 shed it 34 Defile not therefore the land which
5108 ye shall inhabit wherein | dwell for I the
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5109

5110

5111

5112

5113

5114

5115

5116

5117

5118

5119

5120

5121

5122

5123

5124

5125

5126

5127

5128

5129

5130

5131

5132

5133

5134

5135

5136

5137

5138

5139

5140

5141

5142

5143

5144

LORD dwell among the children of Israeb
(Numbers35:33-34)

NRighteousness exalteth a natipbut sin is
a regoach to nationsd  (Proverbs 1434)

In the following verse from Jerenfiawe see the
bad influencesin has over the productivity of the
earth

fiHow long shall the land mourrand the
herbs of every field wither? For_the
wickedness of them that dwetherein the
beasts are consumed, and the birdecause
they saigdHe shall not see our last endb

(Jer 124)

In other various passagesave observed that the
sins of the peoplewhich inhabit a land have
repercussions in climatéertility and the sanitation
of the territory inhabited by thenin these verses
from Psalmsit is clearly evident that thiafertility
of the territory is tied in to the wickedness of its
inhabitants. It is to say that continual and
unredeemedin can make a territorinhospitable

33 He turneth rivers into a wildernessand
the watersprings _into_dry ground 34 a
fruitful _land into _barrenness for the
wickedness of them that dwell thereind

(Psalms 10B3-34)

3 If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my
commardments, and do thepu Then | will
give_you rain_in_due seasgrand the land
shall yield her increaseand the trees of the
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5145

5146

5147

5148

5149

5150

5151

5152

5153

5154

5155

5156

5157

5158

5159

5160

5161

5162

5163

5164

5165

5166

5167

5168

5169

5170

5171

5172

5173

5174

5175

5176

5177
5178
5179

5180

field shall yield their fruit ¢ And your
threshing shall reach unto the vintagend
the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time
and ye shall eat your bread to the fudind
dwell in your land safely And | will give
peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and
none shall make you afraidand I will rid
evil beasts out of the landeither shall the
sword go through your land 6
(Leviticus 263-6)

Once again in K 8:35 and Il Chr 626, Solomon
as he was conducting a speech during the
inauguration of the Templée asks God to hear the
prayers of the nation when as a result of their sin
rain had ceased

fiss When heaveris shut up, and there is no
rain, because they have sinned aqgainst thee
if they pray toward this placeand confess thy
name and turn_from their_sin when thou
afflictest themses then hear thou in Heaven
and forgive the sin of thy servangd of thy
people Israglthat thou teach them the good
way whereibn they should waklnd give rain
upon thy lanc 0 (I Kings8:35-36)

AWhen the heaven is shut up, and there is
no rain, because they have sinned against
thee yet if they pray toward this placand
confess thy namend turn from their sin
when thou dost afflict then

(Il Chronicles6:26)

When the first sin was comrtetd one of the first
reactions was that the earth would produce thorns
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s and thistlsand it would be laborious to obtadaily

sz sustenance from.iTherefore it is not strang that

sis3  the sin of the inhabitants of a region damage the
s« Climate and the earth

5185

5186 fi1z And unto Adam he saiBecause thou
5187 hast hearkened unto the voicetloy wife and
5188 hast eaten of the treef which | commanded
5189 thee saying Thou shalt not eat of;itursed is
5190 the groundfor thy sakein sorrow shalt thou
5191 eat of itall the days of thy lifeis thorns also
5192 and thistles shall it bring forth to theeand
5193 thou shalt eat the herb of the field In the
5194 sweat of thy face shalt thou eat breatill
5195 thou return unto the groundor out of it wast
5196 thou taken for dust thou artand unto dust
5197 shalt thou return 0 (Genesis3:17-19)
5198

5199 In another passage which | pemt below we

s20 ONCe again see that sin this caseidolaty, has a
s20  Negative relation talimate According to what is
s200  Said herethere is a relation between thmlatry of

s203  INhabitants in a region and the lack of rain and
s20  water in general

5205

5206 A1 They sayIf a man put away his wifand
5207 she go from himand become another man's
5208 shall he return unto her agamShall not that
5209 land be greatly pollute2iBut thou hast played
5210 the harlot with many loversyet return again
5211 to me saith the LORD2 Lift up thine eyes
5212 unto the high places, and see where thou
5213 hast not been lien withln the ways hast thou
5214 sat for themas the Arabian in the wilderness
5215 and thou hast polluted the land with thy
5216 whoredoms and with thy wickedness:
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5217

5218

5219

5220

5221

5222

5223

5224

5225

5226

5227

5228

5229

5230

5231

5232

5233

5234

5235

5236

5237

5238

5239

5240

5241

5242

5243

5244

5245

5246

5247

5248

5249

5250

5251

5252

Therefore _the  showers dwve been
withholden, and there hath been no latter
rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehe#aou
refusedst to be ashamea (Jer 31-3)

Something similar is found further ahead in
Jeremi& 5:23-25, declaring that there is a strong
relationship betweethe sins of a nation and the
climate above all in the lack of rain which is
indispensable for the nourishment of a nation

fizs But this people hath a revolting and a
rebellious heartthey are revolted and gone
24 Neither say they in their hearttet us now
fear the LORD our Gadthat giveth rain,
both the former and the latter, in his season
he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of
the harvest.2s Your _iniguities have turned
away these things and your sins have
withholden good things from yoo

(Jeremiah 223-25)

As we have seen repeatedin has a grave and
negative effect on climateain, and the productivity
of the earth

*

Rulers, nations and their sins

The sins of rulers affect a natiobltimately, if
the government darés commit injustices or sing
is because they know that their people will support
them or that they are going to be indifferemt
good example is found in the sins of Adolph Hitler
which repercussions caused the destruction of
Germany



5253 We also have a clear example expressed in the
s Bible. King Abimelech was well awarethat the

s5  SiN he committed or that would be committedin

s his  Kingdom  would bring  regrettable

s57  consequences upon higation. That is why we

s have to come to the conclusion thhe sins of a
s20  King affect his kingdom

5260 When Abrahamconcealedthat Sara was his

s21  wife, he placed King Abimeleclin a position to

s22  Sleep with her in which case he would have
ss  committed adulterywhich would have had adverse
s consequences for his kingdomdanation This is

s2s  Why King Abimelech reprimands Abraham by
s266  reproaching him for the dismal consequences his
ss7  dissimulation would have caused him and his

5268 nation

5269

5270 fiThen Abimelech called Abrahamnd said

5271 unto him What hast thou done untousénd

5272 what have | offended theethat thou hast
5273 brought on meand on _my kingdoma great

5274 sin? Thou hast done deeds unto me that ought
5275 not to be done 0 (Gen 209)

5276

5277 We see that Abimelech had a clear notioot
sz only of the laws of Godbut of the consequences
so79  that woudl fall upon his nation if he sinned

5280 In the specific case of Abimeleckvhen years
s | atoer | saac reped&tddn hi s fat her 6s
sz denying that Rebecca was his wifthe King
s23 reprimanded himalleging that if someone in his
s2¢  Kingdom would have slept wit Rebecca (260),
s2s  this action would hav@brougth sinupon u® We
s Must note here thafbimelech speaks in the
sss7  plural sense with respect to whavould pay the
s88  consequences of that adultery
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5289

5200 fAAnd Abimelech saidWVhat is this thou hast

5291 done unto ©B?One of the people might lightly
5292 have lien with thy wifeand thou shouldest
5293 have brought guiltiness upon uso

5294 (Genesis 24.0)

5295

5296 This reminds me of the effect of D
s207  UpoN Israel. His adultery with Bathsheba provoked

s208  division and revolutios like the rising of Absalom

s200  years laterwhere thousands of Israelites diddhe

ss0  Citizens under David knew about his adultery with

ss0  Bathshebathe murder of her husbandut they

s remained quietand went as far as assisting in the

s Mmurder against Urighthe Hittite. That is why

s hations pay for the sins of their rulers

5305 A similar case was tocensusthe nation. (First

s Chronicles 211-14). Everyone knew that it was

s7  going to cause a misfortunBavid was warned by

so8  Joab but in spte of knowing he and his troopg

sa0  fulfilled the censusEveryone knewbut no one

ss0  wanted to go against the Kinghe reality is that

ss1 hations can oppose or punish the sins of their

ss2  leadersbut do not do itthey just protest and talk

sai3  If Citizens were uncompromisingpvers d the laws

ssu OfGodt he rul ers woul dndét dare break th
5315 Another case in which the sin of a ruler affected

s @ hation was thegenocideof the GibeonitesWhy

sai7 werethepeoplpo uni shed ®or Saul 6s sin

5318 Saul according to the passage shown below

sa9  Killed part of the Gibeonitest o whom i n Joshuaos
s0  time the princesin behalf of the nationsworeto

s God, that nothing would happen to therfdoshua

s 9:3-27, especially verses 188 & 19). As it is seen

s23  IN the passage from Joshutwas sworn publicly

s22  and notoriously; all of Israel knew it.
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5351

5352

5353

5354

5355

5356

5357

5358

5359

5360

firs And Joshua made peace with theand
made a league with theno let them liveand
the princes of the congregation sware unto
thené . Now their cities were Gibeorand
Chephirah and Beeroth and Kirjathjearim
18 And thechildren of Israel smote them not
because the princes of the congregatiad
sworn unto thenby the LORD God of Israel
And all the congregation murmured against
the princes.a9 But all the princes said unto all
the congregationWe have swornunto them
by the LORD God of Israelnow therefore
we may not touch them qJosh 915-19)

AThen there was a famine in the days of
David three yearsyear after yearand David
enquired of the LORD. And the LORD
answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody
house,because he slew the Gibeonites

(I Samuel 211)

Therefore when Saul decided to attack the
Gibeonites his soldiers knowing of oath byGod
should have refused the pldout they did not do so
Maybe they wished to rid themselves of the
Gibeonites in order to collect the booAs we sege
in this act of perjury the people were just as guilty
as Saulthat is why the plague fell upon them

From these passages, we learn two things:

a) That famine did not occur by coincidence,
by meteoological problems and these (if indeed
meteorological problems occurredgcured so that
there would be famine This teaches us at least in
this casethat national adversity was not casumlt
motivated by the sins of the nation
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5364

5365
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5367
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5378
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5382
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5384

5385

5386

5387

5388

5389

5390

5391

5392

5393

5394

5395

5396

b) In the mental structure of man in that era
(David in this case}he clear notion existed that the
adversities of a nation originated from the spiritual
realm Or, that affliction was received today, had
a basein the sin we did in the past.David, who
had more oppornity than we have to drink from
the fountain because God spoke to hishowed in
his mental structure that he knew tlia¢re was a
cause and effect relationship, a clear link,
between our adversities and our past behavior.
The mere fact that upon seeirlge famine he
approached God indicates this

The sins of a nation or part of a nation create
harmful consequencesto the whole An evident
fact is in Judges 19vhen the Levite concubine was
rapedby the multitude In this process we learn the
origin of many of the national adversitiesind
disgrace we see in the worldWe are oftentimes
moved by these nation#ibulationswhich we see
because we do not know that the origin of those
national tribulationsstem from the sins comrted
by the same onegho experience it

Sometimes we see hardshifiliness crimes
disasterswars faming poverty, etc) and we ask
ourselves, why do these things happen®lany
times we ask ourselves whyete things happen to
people whaseem innocent

The problemis thatas muchasindividuals as the
whole society break the laws structuredy God
divine advice is disdained and attention is not paid
to the norms that govern the physivabrid and the
not-physical world etc.

When we do thiswe later suffer the f@wing:

a) the natural physical consequences of such
disobedienceb) the introduction of spiritual beings
that allege their right to meddle in our livdsing
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5398

5399

5400

5401
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5404

5405
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5411

5412

5413

5414

5415

5416
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5418
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5420

5421

5422

5423

5424

5425

5426

5427

5428

5429

5430

5431

that we have given them the righith our sinful
acts and c) the loss of partial or total dne
protection for not wanting to recognize the origin of
what happens to usand even lessrepent of our
actions thoughts anevil feelings

| have seen unscrupulous business men assaulted
to those who rolveiled and indirectlypeing robbed
in midday, to those who amass wealth without care
about the means they may use to acqujrgpiend it
in hospitals to those who secretly practice
fornication being treated publicly for genital
herpes It is a new illness which has appeared
because of exces® promiscuity which is observed
in the world

We read that homoseaals have also been touched
by a new and incurable illness which takes
possession of themstc. Evil is not born from the
earth, it originates in man. It is true that it cannot
be gemralized it is true that we cannot speak for
100% of casesbut we should not diverurselves
much from that thesis

The old Spanisiproverb filn your sin, you shall
have your selfp u n i s himfelfillédoln the case
of the woman discussed in Judde® we see how
the concubine committed adultery against her
husband and went .Welatdrer f at her 6s
see that her husbanfdur months after the adultery
commitied by his wife decides to become a
cuckolded husband and goes out to hefigpeak
lovi n g 0(3).éWhat could be expectedf that
couple? The cuckolded magnas degenerate az h
was gave his wie over to those ruffians instead of
fighting for her (25) Not only thaf with her having
returned to the house and fallen on the threshold
the huslnd did not dare open the door until dawn
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5432 To the womanwho commited the adulterythe

saa3 ruffians murdered her as well as repeatedly raped
saa her (1925-26). The city of Gibeahwhich did not

sas  Oppose the acts of those degenerates destroyed
s (20:37). The tribe of Benjamin whoseinhabitants
sea7  Closal the eyes tain, regardedpassions more than
s justice and defended the inhabitants of Gibeah
sa0  (20:12-15), was practically exteninated The

s0  WoOmen who should have educated their children
s« and did not do sdell together with those who did
sz Wrong and who were educated by theims refers

sz to the feminine sexthe mothers of those beasts
saa (21:16). Let us read this story

5445

5446 fi1 And it came to pass in those daysen
5447 there was no king in Israethat there was a
5448 certain Levite sojourning on the side of mount
5449 Ephraim who took to him a concubine out of
5450 Bethlehemjudahe And his concubine played
5451 the whore against himand went away from
5452 him unto her father's house to Bethlehemjydah
5453 and was there four whole monthsAnd her

5454 husband arose, and went after her, to speak
5455 friendly unto her, and to bring her again,
5456 having his servant with himand a couple of
5457 asses and she brought him into her father's
5458 house and when the father of the damsel saw

5459 him, he rejoiced to meet himdJdg 191-3)

5460

5461 fizs But the men would not hearken to hiso
5462 the man took his concubine, andbrought
5463 her forth unto them and they knew heand
5464 abused her all the night until the morning
5465 and when the day began to spritigey let her
5466 go. 26 Then came the&voman in the dawning
5467 of the day and fell down at the door of the
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5495
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5497

5498

5499

5500

5501

5502

man's house where her lord wdsl it was
light.o (Judges19:25-26)

fiiz And the tribes of Israel sent men
through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying
What wickedness is this that d®ne among
you? 13 Now therefore deliver us the mehe
children of BeliaJ which are in Gibeahthat
we may put them to deathnd put away evil
from Israel But the children of Benjamin
would not hearken to the voice of their
brethren the children of Isel; 14 but the
children of Benjamin gathered themselves
together out of the cities unto Gibeah, to go
out to battle against the children of Israelo
(Judges 20:12-14)

AANd the liers in wait hastedand rushed
upon Gibeah and the liers in wait drew
themselves alon@nd smote all the city with
the edge of the swordo (Judges20:37)

fié € seeingthe women are destroyed out of
Benjamin? 0 (Judges21:16 abbreviate}l

After all, whenthe heaps of piled bodies lay over
the destroyed hormse perhaps @me transient
traveler unknowinglymight have askedwhy does
God permit such horrible things to happen to
innocent people?

I f t hese t hi,mansvithdut fdandy t
constraint would have duplicated wng a
hundredfold in such a wathat the eath would
actually be the same or worse than what it would be
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5533

5534

5535

5536
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5538

in Hell. In comparing twodisasters the lesser
calamityis preferable

The case of the raped concubine was the straw
t hat br oke t ibwas tbeacase Wilichk b a c k
we know abouyt but do not think that the
inhabitants of Gibeah beame degenerate
overnight. To arrive at the general sodomy or at
least ashamelessodomy takes timend during
those times, everyone passively acceptethis
behavior When even a minority combats
wrongdoing that wrong hides The shamelessness
of sodomy in Gibeah indicated clearly that there
men and womerfathers and mothers livedfeeely
licensed life No one wanted to condemn the others
because they themselves were doing the same
things or the equivalertb the same things Since
they did not wish to be reprimanded for their sins
they did not reprimand anyonk was the worship
of the goddess$iTolerancé above the worship to
Jehovah GodIt was a twisting of the concept of
fido not judge so that you will nbe judged .

In this small example and in this example of daily
life that we have read hereve can confirm the
origin of violence war, death and the destruction
that was uteashed In other cases we cannot see it
because either we are not there ecduse it is
denied but be warned of dedeisuffering does not
sprout from the earth. Be areful of what you do
what you think what you feel and what you
tolerate

Lot lost it all because he did not combat evil or
for not leaving a place where ewbuld not be
contended with. Fortunately he had his uncle
Abraham if he truly wanted to leave Sodorit is
true that he was not corrupted and suffered by the

corruption but he did notactThat 6 s why not hi
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5573

happened to himbut he lost it all including his
family.

Let us |l earn from menos
It is as a warning to us that it is writtesccording
to Paul in | Corinthians 1Q@1; and let us remember
as well what Paul says in Galatian3.6

fiNow all these things happeneohto them
for examples and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world
are come 0 (I Corinthians10:11)

fiBe not deceivedGod is not mockedfor
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reapo (Gdatians6:7)

No mater what illusions you may use to sooth
yourself and deceevyourself into thinking that this
i s n ohis wal beéfulfilled; and it is fulfilled
in the non-Christians as inthe Christians.

If we read Chapter 28 of Deugronomy, we will
see the consequa® of national disobediencelt is
evident that all the content expressed in this chapter
was told to the Jews as a nati@md it is how it
truly and in a punctual manner happenBdt it is
the case that the effects that were going to be cast
upon by Jevsh disobedience are not specific to that
race but are certain in as many countries in which
the same national sins are committed

This is not to say that all nations ould
experience exactly the sanm®nsequences of the
Jews this would all dependon which of the
national sins they would imitate and the intensity by
which they were committedt is a reality however
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that the warnings outlinedeut 28 are still in
existence to all nations

*

Consequences Biblical characters because of
their own sins

Let usremember that Lot owned much livestpck
servants and in general was a wealthy individual
Why did Lot lose it all and in additigrnis family?
According to what is said in the verses presented
below, Lot chose for himself the plains of the
Jordan (11) and situated his tents themmoving
them forward at a time (I suppose according to the
needs of the livestock) until he reached Sodom.(12)
According to verse 13, by this time, the men of
Sodom distinguished themselves by being bad
and sinnes towards God in a great wayo This,
however wasnot an obstacle for Lot thve there
even though he himself remained faithfierhaps
the richness and fertility of that nation wiag main
reasonto his decision to remain there permanently
as we an deduce in verses 10 and O perhaps it
was pride in not wanting to return to where his
uncle Abraham resideddefeatedand confess that
he had made a wrongful election when he chose the
plains of the Jordan

firto And Lot lifted up his eyeandbeheld
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well
watered every wherg before the LORD
destroyed Sodom and Gomorradven as the
garden of the LORDIike the land of Egypt
as thou comest unto Zoan Then Lot chose
him all the plain of Jordan and Lot
journeyed east and they separated
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themselves the one from the otherAbram
dwelled in the land of Canaamand Lot
dwelled in the cities of the plaiand pitched
his tent toward Sodomzis But the men of
Sodom were wicked and sinners before the
LORD excedingly. 6 (Gen 1310-13)

In many occasionghose preGod do things like
this: even though they personally remain faithful to
God their ambition to enjoy a given lifestylpride
and also othebbasspassions lead them to do what is
not convenient or reain where inthe long run
would become harmfub them Perhaps as we get
closer to the time of theantiChrist the same
would happen to manywhom being able to escape
his influence will not do so because of certain
advantages which life offers thamthose regions

In cases like thesethe preGod as in what
happened to Lotmay escape unscathed but lose
their riches and evetheir families The fire from
Heaven when it consumed Sodgralso consumed
Lot 6 s , hio werkers his harvest his
[ i v es tl of biklébar It was there that he lost
his wife. It was there that he lgghorally speaking
his two daughtersvhom having been raised in or
affected by morallassitude did not have any
gualms about committing ince#s we seewhen
without separating ourselves from God, we
compromise ourselves with sin and become
Aunder st an dwensgnmetimes laséwhatt
we temporarily gained with that tolerance and
even more.

This is not tosay that Lot was not greatly pro
God he just failed at thafPeihaps that failure was
what made him understand even more. so
Whatever it waswe have to realize that he did not
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become corrupt in spite of the daily influence and
temptation on the contrary helisapproved of it
This is what the apostle recognizesliPéter 27-8,
even sphelost what was his

Lot opposed the scum in defense of the two
angels (whom he thought were simple humans) and
that was something positive that not all would have
done Because of that correct behavior of one,day
not even his interior cleanlineswould cleasenor
neutralize the consequerx of having admitted
voluntarily living in that ill-fated environment
guided by (it seems) the economic convenience or
by passions such as pride or whatever.else

fiBe not deceigd; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also r@ap
In the same manner of planting what is good in his
own sou]) hereapeddivine protection at the time of
the destructionalso by plantingwith his presence
the silent approval ofhe customs othe place he
lostallthathdhad gai ned thereéand

We have to understand that the inhabitants of
Sodom did not turn into homosexuals overnight.
Nor did homosexuality become generalized in the
city atthe sameime that theangels arrivedout that
the city had to have become corrupt over a period of
years or decadednclusive of Genesis 133, we
can learn that upon Lot having arrived therthe
inhabitants were already wapt Lot, knowing
about the existence of other lads and having an
uncle like Abraham, could have transferred
himself from there with his familyeven if it cost
him the loss of all that he owned theke could
have lost less if he would have lefiecause he
could have at least conserved his own family
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He had the opportunity to leave Sodom when
Abraham rescues him after the defeat of the city as
is narrated in Genesis 14

The fact that in generalve spealencomiastically
about Lot does not mean that we have to approve
his mistakesnd sinslt is the same case as we find
in Abraham David and SolomorEven though their
general balance could be envied by any one of us
we cannot approve the acts of the first one in
Genesis 122-13, or the adultery and murder
against Uriahthe Hittitg nor Solomod s i d ol
Even Biblical characters had to pay for their
sing do not create an illusion for yourselves by
thinking that you can sin because you are under
grace

Even though it was Jacob that God hadchosen
to fulfill the promise made to Abraham, the
consequences of Rebecca
them and we can gain experience by.thsth the
trap they set out fdEsau and the deceit that Isaac was
subjected tpthey gained much suffering later.om
their casewe can say as in a Castilian sayifithat
dust brought aboutthismadL et 6.s s e e

Given that Satan and his henchmen cannot
change Go dhéysconfoimathremselves in
provoking suffering in his creatures while these
plans are realizedGodo6s pl ans ar e
order to reacla goaJ with the joy of the participants
during the entire processlowever Satan taking
advantage of the sinfulness of those invo)\edise
them to suffer on their way to the goal and in the
goal itself

Our spiritual enemieswho know our sinful
inclinations stir up our passions and incite us to
reach Gods goaby way of our twisted wayand
embarrassing burdeng hey tempt us so that we do
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things fiour own way and not in the mannen
which God states

A1 And it came to passhat when Isaa was
old, and his eyes were djrso that he could
not see he called Esau his eldest soms.
And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son
saying Behold, | heard thy father speak
unto Esau thy brother, saying; Bring me
venison, and make me savoury meat, that
may eat, and bless thee before the LORD
before my deaths Now therefore my son
€ .9.Go now to the flockand fetch me from
thence two good kids of the gagastsd | will
make them savoury meat for thy fath&uch
as he lovethio and thou shalt bringt to thy
father, that he may eatind that he may bless
thee before his deadhé 13 And his mother
said unto himUpon me be thy curseny son
€ .17 And she gave the savoury meat and the
bread which she had preparethto the hand
of her son Jacab . 12 And Jacob said unto
his father, I am &H&sau
And Isaac said unto his spiow is it that
thou hast found it so quicklyny sor? And he
said Because the LORD thy God brought it
to med . 42.And these words of Esau her
elder son were toldot Rebekahand she sent
and called Jacob her younger sand said
unto him Behold thy brother Esap as
touching thee doth comfort himself
purposing to kill theeas Now therefore my
son obey my voiceand arise, flee thou to
Laban my brother to Harao

(Genesis27:1-43 Abbreviated

161

t hy

f

rstbo



5752

5753

5754

5755

5756

5757

5758

5759

5760

5761

5762

5763

5764

5765

5766

5767

5768

5769

5770

5771

5772

5773

5774

5775

5776

5777

5778

5779

5780

5781

5782

5783

5784

5785

5786

5787

AAnd the LORD said unto hemfwo nations

are in thy wompand two manner of people

shall be separated from thy bowebnd the

one people shall be stronger than the other
people and the elder shall serve the

younger. 0 (Genesis25:23)
fisx And Jacob said Sell me this day thy
birthright. 32 And Esau saidBehold | am at
the point to die and what profit shall this
birthright do to mé& 33 And Jacob saidSwear
to me this dayand he sware unto hinand he
sold hs birthright unto Jacob 0

(Gene 2531-33)

God had promised Jacob before his birth
(25:23), the privilege of being the most important

in the family. He even managed to have his br

sell him his primogeniture (281-33), he di

have the needb snatch the blessingbecauseh
blessing belonged to him who had

other

e
the

primogeniture and he bought it alreadyebecca
and Jacob did not have fihelpd God what they
had to do was wait upon Goldstead they snatched

the blessings

Many bad things happen to us for doing things

like this, because we use owghastly trickery
Go d 6 s . Here the mother incites her son

in
to

deceive his father and steal from his brother.
One is guilty for planning the wrongdoing and the
other for supporting and exdmyg it. Rebecca was
unjust towards Esau by snatching away his blessing

he too was her san
Let 0s see how a s mal

giving in to it, a series of sins and afflictions are

born to those who commit them;l et 6 s
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of the sinsand another list of consequencést
them be a lessgibecause as the gregpostle Saint
Paul says in Galatians® we will inevitably pay
fiBe not deceived God is not mocked for
whatsoever a man sowethat shall he also reap

The sins:

a) Rebeccaplotteda great sin and caused her
son to sin(27:10)

b)Jacob took advantage
blindness andricked him (271)

c) hewould permit his mother to carry tlceirse
if this happened because Isaac found out
about therick (27:13)

d) lied to his father (27.9)

e) used the name of God in vain by involving
Him in his lie (2720).

The consequences:

f) Rebecca suffered the affliction and fears of a
deadly struggle between her spf#:41-42)

g) she vasdeprivedfor more than twety years
from her favorite son who she wanted to
Aassisb in obtaining the fatherly blessing
(31:41),

hYyJacob had to abandon
contort, rest andents which he enjoyed
(25:27) and go o a discomforting journey
and an ominous life (340)

i) given that he could n@o backand could not
return homehe was exploited without
consideration by his own ungle

J) received of his own medicine when Laban
trickedhim andmadehim work an

of hi

dwel

additional seven years f

(29:25-27)
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k) motivated by the dit of his fathein-law
(see howthesin becomes more complicated)
Jacob finds himsekxposed to the marital
discord of two rival sistersvith their
sorrows and consequences:B3Q y 16)

I) he feels the lack of family warmthith Laban
because all he wanted to do was exploit him
almostasaslave (311-2 y 1415)

m) he finds himself without freedorhe feared
that Laban wouldind out he wanted to
leave (3120-21)

n) he finds himself humiliated by Laban not
havingthe strength to defend himself

0) suffers the anguish of fearing the death of

her sons by 6BByalyés hand (32

p) has to humiliate himself befe Esau for
fear (3220) and place himself as servant of
his brothelin orderto placate him (328 &
33 8)

qQf earful to accept his
(3312 y 15) he finds himself obligated to
continue his journey helplessly

It is clearly evident that the norms of conduct
established by God cannot be brokerfreely. He
does not permit it even in his chosen one3he
fact of having been chosen by God does not liberate
him from punishmentnor the consequences of
having utilized triclery against his not chosen
brother Not even the act in 2I3 in which the
mother takes future consequences uperself that
were intended forim, liberated Jacob from the
responsibility and consequences of his ilgusact

Something notable is howsin can drag the
sinner into a deeper sin.Finding himself exposed
to paternal suspicion (220) and to justify the
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speed wih which he had supposedly olmted the
hunt Jacob takes the name of God in vainwhen

he shows his father that he had a speedyt hun
because God took part in the humhich was a lie

It is also worthy to observe how in the
beginning of having commited the sin, it seemed
everything Jacob wanted was fulfilled. It is later
on, thatthe bitter results of his actions are observed
This almost akays happenghe first times aftethe
sin is committedare favorable

It is asif the spiritud enemies would not attack us
still in order to make us forget the origin of our
future suffering Later, when a considerable amount
of time haspassed they come to collect what
according to celestial dynamics is rightly thelst
thenthe sinner cannot perceive that what he is
suffering today is motivated by that sin which is
almost forgotten. It is then that the foolish phrases
are said by té sinner fithey are testsbrotheo or
fithey are mysteries and inscrutabilifidgothen |,
etc.

With all that happened to Jagalse can confirm
once mor e &aeathegnrin GRaian$ & s
fiBe not deceived God is not mocked for
whatsoever a marosveth that shall he also reap 0

't doesndt nmmadpdcially choséoney ou ar e a

as 1 n Jagdddesibst cneaste ere t hat
washed by the blood of Chrisgtverything that man
sows he reapsWhat Saint Paul is warningpe is
not warningto persons in the Old Testament but to
believers in the New Testamdirhe.

In this following passagelacob is now suffing
a counterfeit and deceitsimilar to the one he
committed against hitherand his brother
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23 And it came to pass irthe evening, that
he took Leah his daughter, and brought her
to him; and he went in unto hers And Laban
gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid
for an handmaidz2s And it came to passhat

in the morning behold it was Leah and he
said to Laban What is this thou hast done
unto me? Did not | serve with thee for
Rachel? Wherefore then hast thou beguiled
me? 0 (Genesis29:23-25)

It can be said that this humiliation which we see
in the following verses is the last payment Jacob
makes as punishmefar theforgerieshe made with
his father and his brotheAll of this humiliation
that he had to subject himself to were the direct
consequence of his deceit and bad behavior of
twenty years before fithe windmills of Godyrind
very slowly, but finelyo ,is said | believe by
Shakespeare in one of his plays

This must have been a very bitter episode in
J a ¢ o b,omaiting forfEsau and his 400 men to
come ancextermnate his family and destroy all that
he had This is most evidenin verse 11 where we
see the fear and anguish in which he found himself
In order to ward off the dangehe was ready to
humiliate himself before his brother whom he
thought was threatening

fiDeliver me | pray thee from the hand of
my brother from the hand of Esadior | fear
him, lest he will come and smite me, atiie
mother with the children 6 (Gen 3211)

It is very common among Christians to believe
that the sacrifice of Christ has liberatdbm from
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all consegences of all the sins they may commit in
the future and because of thimany are motivated
to sin The eternal consequences of our sins are
forgiven if we do truly repent of having
commited them but the actual and earthly
consequences will undoubtedly follow .u¥acob
one of the chosen ones by Gadas forgiven of the
eternal consequenceas his sins but the earthly
consequences gave him no respidore than
twenty years after committing his sihe was still
paying for it

The fAgracest o Chthasesthatans t ake
want to justify themseks with the worn out phrase
fiwe are under graceRemembewhat Peter said in
Acts 1034, fiGod is not respecter of persans
whoever sins will pay even though it may take
twenty yearsIf a man chosen by Hiplike Jacob
had to pay for everyongf hissnssdondét t hink that
you are going to escap®@raciously of the actual
and earthly consequences of your siishe
windmills of Godgrind very slowly, but veryfine. 0
Evengreatpersons in the Bible had to account for
their sins

One of the servantslosest to God was Moses
However when Moses sinnede had to suffer the
punishment that corresponded to hido you think
that you are better than Moses and that you can
sin without a problem?

Moses and Aargnby some lack of faith and
rebellion lost their opportunity to enterinto the
Promised Landaccording to verses 12 and.24

fiv And the LORD spake unto Mossaying
8 Take the rodand gather thou the assembly
together thou, and Aaron thy brotherand
speakye unto the rockbefore their ges and
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it shall give forth his waterand thou shalt
bring forth to them water out of the rqgcko
thou shalt give the congregation and their
beasts drinke And Moses took the rod from
before the LORDas he commanded hino
And Moses and Aaron gathere the
congregation together before the roekd he
said unto themHear now ye rebels must we
fetch you water out of this roeki And Moses
lifted up his handandwith his rod hesmote
the rock twice and the water came out
abundantly and the congreation drank and
their beasts alsoi2 And the LORD spake
unto Moses and AaronBecauseye believed
me_not to sanctify me in the eyes of the
children of Israel, therefore ye shall not
bring this congregation into the land which |
have given them 0 (Numbes 20:7-12)

fAaron shall be gathered unto his pegple
for he shall not enter into the land which |
have given unto the children of Israel,
because yeaebelled against my wordat the
water of Meribah 0 (Numbers 2(r4)

Whatever fault Moses committethe result was

that he was not able to gain entry into the promised
land of his dreams because of punishment by. God

Thoseof us who do not believe malves better than
Moses should know that punishment will reach us if

we sin Remember the Apostle Pagies s:aGod n g

IS not respecter gfersons
David was a man after
that he loved his sheep (peopleds God wanted
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them to be lovedOutside of thatDavid was far from
being a man whose behavior should be imitated

Inthisep sode of ,Deaocan spéakof| i f e

repentanceforgivenesslessons to be learned by all
of this and make some commerni&is dark story in
the life of David is narrated only in the seconololix
of Samuel the one that wrotéhe First Book of
Chronicles when he reached that moment (I
Chronicles 201); he preferred to omit from his
story the abominable episade

From the reading of Verse, ve come to the
conclusion that Bathshep&vho later became the
mother of Solomon) was either not a proper lady
may we sayor a bit foolish or she purposely took
her bah where the King would see helt is not
logical (and even less in that time of feminine
modesty) that a woman would bathe where she may

be seen from.a neighbords

AANd it came to pass inmnaeveningtidethat
David arose from off his bedand walked
upon the roof of the king's hoysand from
the roof he saw a woman washing herself
and the woman was very beautiful to look
uporo (I Sanuel 11-2)

In addition, if Bathshebawould have beena
decent woman, s h e woul d have
messengers that she would not go see him
because she was marrigshe could have avoided
D a v i idténsons he would not have dared to
force her The fear of a scandal would have been
sufficient for David (orany other man) to sgain
himselt She was not hel pshess
went to him to put herself in his hands
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Society atthat time would have supported her if
she would have denied hjnshe had to know it
because she was Hebrew and knew her
ervironment In my opinion Bathsheba knew what
she was doing and achieved her intentiehen she
took the bath in question

David does not have any justification either.
This was not about a nude woman he found in his
room in which passion made him fetgto inquire
who she wasln verses 31 we see that he inquires
about her and in spite of the fact that they told him
that she was a married womaand married to a
man risking his life for himhe summoned her
This was a doubly disloyal

fis And David sent and enquired after the
woman And one saidls not this Bathsheba
the daughter of Eliamthe wife of Uriah the
Hittite? 4 And David sent messenggeland
took her and she came in unto hirand he
lay with her for she was purified from her
uncleannes and she returned unto her
house © (I Samuel 113-4)

After the adultery comes the cowardice and
basenessto try to make believe that the son that
was to be born wadriah'sson while he continued
to covet his wife and possibly deceiving hilm 6-8
we see that David orders that they bring Uriah to
him, with the objective that heupon returning
would sleep with his wife and thuwaking him
believe that the son that was gaig to be born to
David was UriahGs.

Here i s anot her.HewasmwayvVvi
prepared to share the woman filevedd Now he

dos

has no qualms or scrupl es
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w 0 ma sleepswith another man. It is incredible
how low a human being can descend when he
allows himself to be dragged by his passions

fise And David sent to Joapsaying Send me
Uriah the Hittite And Joab sent Uriah to
David. 7 And when Uriah was come unto him
David demanded of him how Joab dahd
how the people didand how the war
prospereds And David said to Uriah Go
down to thy houseand wash thy feetAnd
Uriah departed out of the king's hoysend
there followed him a mess of meat from the
king. 0 (I Samuel 116-8)

His Machiavellian plan failed, because Uriah to
his favor and the disgrace of David was not only
a soldier with courage (16) but one with the
highest sense of dutyln 9-11 we see this man
explain the reasons why he took on the attitude to
not sleep with his wifel t wasnoitwasa whi m
dignity and military honara) the Ark of God was
in the encampmenb) the Hebrewpeopleof whom
he made himself citizen of was in combat) his
geneal and all the Headquarter Staféere living in
the campsitgin a military mannerand thereforeghe
considered that it would not be correct that he
would enjoy life during that time

His high concept of duty led him to a heroic
death and saved him from theégnominy of living
a life being a cuckolded man without knowing it.
It was much better for Uriatbeing that he was a
believer (according to the mentioning he makes of
the Ark inverse 11)to leave this world where God
woul d wel |l take hi,than(td o Abr ahamos
continue living beside a woman that deceived and
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betrayed him, and sering a disloyal chief who
disdained him and was capable of assassinating
him.

fie But Uriah slept at the door of the king's
house with all the servants of his lord, and
went not down to his houseao And when they
had told David saying Uriah went not down
unto his house David said unto Uriah
Camest thou not from thy jourr@yVvhy then
didst thou not go down unto thine hoGsa
And Uriah said unto David:The ark, and
Israel, and Judah abide in tents;and my
lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are
encamped in the open fieldshall | then go
into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to
lie with my wife?As thou livest, and as thy
soul liveth, I will not do this thing 0

(I Samuel 119-11)

David, seeing Uriah'snoral fiber tries to corrupt
him by means of alcohplto see if it would
debilitate his patriotic convictions and increasesl
lust to see if it would dull his sense of
responsibility and duty and increase the appetite of
the flesh (1213). It did not work out although
forced to drunkennesshat warrior maintained his
convictions and his sense of duty and responsibility

firz And David said to UriahTarry here to
day alsg and to morrow | will let thee depart
So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that dand
the morrow 13 And when David had called
him, he did eat and drink before him; and he
made him drunk and at even he weut to
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lie on his bed with the servants of his lpibadit
went not down to his housed
(I Samuel 1112-13)

Finally David decided to assassinate him,
taking advantage of: a)the faith and confidence
Uriah had in his Kingby which the assassination
letter (1415) he was able to send with his victim
with the assurance that he would not find out what
the contents were along the wap) the faith and
confidence that ths noble foreigner had irthe
commarler of the Hebrew army (Joab)which
confidence would make him to situate himself
wherever his general orderaslithout fear of being
abandonedand c)Ur i ahés personal cour age
could be placed where his life could be in danger
and where Joab knew were the bravest men (16)

14 And it came to pasin the morningthat
David wrote a letter to Joaband sent it by
the hand of Uriah 15 And he wrote in the
letter, saying Set ye Uriah in the forefront of
the hottest battleand retire ye from hinthat
he may be smitten, and dies And it came to
pass when Joab observed the citthat he
assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew
that valiant men were 0

(I Samuel 1114-16)

But Uriah was not the only one assassinated.
In order to assassinate him and makappear as if
it were an incidenbf the war they had to situate
him with other soldiers who as we see in &lgo
died together with Uriah

w h

Il n order for David to fAenjoyo Bath

had to commit adultery against him and
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assassinated several of his most valiant soldiers.
What David dd was nauseating

But as Saint Paul said in Ga76nGod is not
mo ¢ k & dNé one no matter how chosen he is by
God or loved by him can break his lawsnd he
who does so will pgybecause back to what Paul
said i for whatsoever a man sowetihat shall fe
also reapod Be alert aboutwhat is narratedn the
passagethat recounts the happeningghsequerto
this episoddin Il Samuel and | Chronicles3o that
you may see all that happened to the great David
for having sinned. Let not thefigracesb Christians
think that things will be different for them

May no one think he will receive better treatment
for his sins thinking he is better than David tnat
he finds himself in a more advantageous
circumstance for having been born after the
crucifixion. Sa i nt Paul 6s war ni
Galatians is a warning after the resurrection
and it is a warning to Christians, not the non
believers it is a warning for Christians both
Gentilesand Jews

We should also observe (26) that Bathsheba had
the hypocrisy offigrievingd for the husband she
betrayed andmotivated his assassinatiohater,
without having repented of the acts committed or
with partial repentance, instead of separating
which would have been the correct thindpey
decded tofimarryd and consolidad the committed
sin as well

Whena person who has robbed or swindled or has
obtained money from the sale of drugsostitution
or from any othefilthy origin, repents in his heart
indefectibly returns wholly what he took, without
pain But if he firepents of what he didand keeps
the benefits he receivesn reality he has not
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completely repented or has not at. &nly he
uttered the wordsfl repend ,with the hope of

escaping the bitter consequences of what that could

bring. He has not repentedhe continues to covet

the fruit that caused him to commit that action and
therefore will commit it when the circumstances

make possiblé@ again

That wa s trdyia vattitdde.s He still
coveted the adulterous beauty.That is why
instead of saying ther. fiwe have both sinnedve
both haveo suffer consequencegou go your own
way and | will go mine ,what he does is

consolidate his sinhe takes her and he remains
with her. David could have separated himself from

her, even if he continued to supporher
economically Above all after the death of the first
son in which case nothing wouldind them to each
other

When David retained heit was not because he
di dnodt want t, chelplgss svonaan d

because he discarded Michal because ofsaele
charge than this ondor mere personal priddHe
retained her because he still desiredi¢ajoyo the
fibenefit® of his sin If he had not been so
headstrong to the fruits of his sin, things possibly
could have been better for him.

The consequenseof these actions not oniyill
not wait very muchbut would be very lastingrhe

first thing that was going to occur to him was that

he was going to lose the son thveas a result of
adultery who was conceived (124). Later would
come all that is naated in Chapters 12 to 2the
death of his saonthe rape of his daugher, the
assassination of his first bgrrthe exile and
rebellion of AbsalomJ oabdés humi |
David when in Il Samuel @1-7, Joab imposed
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6287

himself upon DavidSe b a6 s are bavbdt | i
transpired thereafter

All of this is said in few words, but it was told
in nine enlightening chapters of Sacred
Scripture; because it meant much suffering and a
great lesson to those of us who belong to .Ged
us not think we are immune tomshment if David
paid his dueswhat can happen to 2s

AHowbeit because by this deed thou hast
given great occasion to the enemies of the
LORD to blasphemethe child also that is
born unto thee shall surely die 0

(Il Samuel 1214)

In 1213 we see that finallyDavid repents of his
sin; and because he repente@od forgavethe
spiritual and eternal consequences of his actions
| et §lse dses not deliver him tdell because of
it, but he announces to him (1) that he will
undoubtedt suffer the earthly and temporal
consequences of his sili we deeplyrepent God
forgives us but that does not mean we escape
unscathed for what we have done

AANnd David said unto Nathan have sinned

against the LORD And Nathan said unto
David: The LORD also hath put away thy;sin
thou shalt not di@ (Il Samuel 1213)

David, because of hisgenuine repentance
certainly was not cast out from the presence of the
Lord; but neither his fastingior his prayers (125
18) managed for that same Lordherciful and
forgiver, who saved him on the crqe® not make
him to pay the debt that he would have to pay on
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Earth Br et hr e n, donodt t hink
with God, do not think of this childish and
disrespectful idea! No brethreh fiBe not deceived

God is not mockedor whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also rea.

*

Consequences of sin in the Church

The phrasdithere was no open visionwhich is
found in | Samuel A, seems to refer to the fact that
there was no direct communicatia the people
with God in the sense that the people coulot
speak with or ask Godhrough his prophetsin
decisions and doubtful normi was not that there
was absolutely no prophetic manifestation or divine
messagedecause in | Samuet27-36 we see on
case Evidentlyt he p e o p lagpeakcoo ask d n 6t
God in the manner of Moses and Joshuat
directly, nor through a high priest (Judges:2?
28), as when Phineahs was pontdf through Urim
and Thummin And why nof

AANd the child Samuel minisesl unto the
LORD before EliAnd the word of the LORD
was precious in those dgyshere was no
open vision 0 (I Samuel 31)

There have been eras in which (as it occurs today)
there are no visions from Gpdo revelations no
prophets nor evident and mlect communicatiorof
the believer or the church with GoBerhaps this
occurs today for the same reason it occurred in the
time of Eli, because the Church finds itself in the
same moral situation as when it was dominated by
Eli and his sons

t hat

we
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To this we have to add thatehe are no souls like
Samuel to sentb Earth or the few that there are
God is reserving to send them in crucial moments in
the future that the Church will go througWhen |
refer to AChurcld | mean the body of sincere
believers scé¢red and dissolved in all sects

If we read 320-21, we see that it say$iAnd the
LORD appearedagain in Shiloh; for the LORD
reveal ed hi ms eanfl uponosayiSga muel € 0
this, it gives us the sensation as if he were
explaining the reason why he heelased appearing
because there was no man worthige Lord did not
lack a reason to act in that wags we can confirm
in2.12-17y 22

fio And all Israel from Dan even to
Beersheba knew that Samuel was established
to be a prophet of the LORD1 And the
LORD appearedagain in Shiloh: for the
LORD revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh
by the word of the LORD0O

(I Sanuel 3:20-21)

fiiz Now the sons of Eli were sons of
Bel i ai Alsd before they burnt the fat
the priest's servant camand said tathe man
that sacrificed Give flesh to roast for the
priest for he will not have sodden flesh of
thee but raw 16 And if any man said unto
him: Let them not fail to burn the fat
presently and then take as much as thy soul
desireth then he would answérim: Nay, but
thou shalt give it me ngwand if not | will
take it by force 17 Wherefore the sin of the
young men was very great before the LORD
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for men abhorred the offering of the
LORD. 0 (I Samuel2:12-17 Abbreviated)

AiNow Eli was very oldand heard all that
his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay
with the women that assembleat the door
of the tabernacle of the congregatian

(I Samuel 222)

Precisely we can confirm by what is said in |
Samuel 31, that when a man like Samueligts and
he is of an appropriate age and experieriéed
returns to manifest himselfVe have to remember
that Samuel was a man of Gauhe of the five who
God mentions as examples of holiness and
obedience (Jeremiah 18, Ezekiel 14:14). Noah
Johh Moses Samueland Daniel are mentioned in
these verses Something snilar (I imaging is
occuring presently with the ChurchGod either
manifests himself or npt@according to whether or
not there are people whom he can count Gad
does not manifest himselh a continuous way
towards the Church because of the lack of holiness
andpurity in Christians If there is one who fulfills
Godos s, tha wildmaniigss himself to that
believer

The Church as a group and each of its
components as persons, do at reach the
minimum amount of purity and holiness God
needs in order to maintain constant
communication with prophets.

Now, anyone would ask himselfvhy doesnét
God send tcearth the appropriate souls so that all
goes welP In my observationwhat hapens is that
there is a shortageof souls with appropate
qualities in thefiwarehouse where these await to

17¢



ss  be sent toEarth As is natural God reserves the
s MoOst efficient or the most qualified for the critical
ss7  moments of the Churcifhen God sends them i
s advance so that upon the moment which God
s00  anticipatesthese persons will be of agexperience

s0  Wisdom position etc, and be better suited for his
s01  Wisest plans

6402 If God had an abundance of souls that in addition
sa0s 10 becoming saved were efficient ansketul there

s« Would be no problemsThe Earth would always
s0s have an abundance of persons like,Jbloses

s JoshuaSamue| Elijah, etc, in order to maintain the
s Church in communion and uprightneSsnce there

a8 ar e n 0God sty (I imagine) administratech

a0 SCarce existence in a careful and frugal manner so
sa0  they yield the most fruit possible according to time
sa11  Circumstances and the plans of spiritual enemies

6412 Let us remember that God created us with free
sz Will and he is not going to oblige us to become
sz Saved nor to be saintly nor love himrks He will

sa1s  take advantage of the souls who he sees who have
s these qualities (and others which are useful and
sa17  Necessary) in order to send themHBarth in the

sa18  MOSt convenient time and place for his purppses
sa19  but Hewill not oblige thosdo be what theylo not

sa20  Want to be

6421 On Earth there could heat any particular
s22  momenf millions of saved orwant to be saved
sz SOuUls but the fact of being a Christian or if they
s2«  have the ability to becomeng does not mean that
sazs  they have the qualities that God can use for a
s26  Special work or revelaton, or show evident and
saz7  direct public communicationlt is to say that if we

s2s Were good material for hiworks God would not

sa20  deprive us the opportunity to have the joy and honor
sa30  t0O be ceparticipants of his wrks

18C
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He loves us and even though he can do it all
directly or through his angelshe give us the
opportunity to work alongsidelim so that we may
have as Saint Paul says iRhilippians 417 fié
fruit that may abound to your accoumtNow, if
Christians only want to receive and not giifehe
only thing they are interested in is their salvation
and that is enoughGod does not oblige us to have
better qualities

In synthesis from the reading of this passage we
can guess that Godoronger appeared in Silo for
lack of men who were clean before Galthe case
of Eli, we see what he permitted in the Chymeen
if he did not do soAs for the congregatignt is
reasonable tdhink that if the hiearchy dared to
commit such atraties it was because they knew
they would not be met wit a unanimous
opposition not even a great or serious opposition
As it always happensthe parishionerslimited
themselves to complaints and lamentibgt did not
execue any action nordid theymilitantly support
those who executed it

If the Levites would have opposed what the
priests were doinghings would not have gotten so
out of hand If the Israeliteswould have not given
their ithes and sacrificeshe Levitesupon lacking
food would fave acted No one was interested
enough in what was happenit@allow it to bother
their tranquility or utilize their time in doing
something As a whole each nation has the
government it deserves.

Nowadays somethg similar happens in Christian
sects The hierarclesof these sects amn the same
level as the priests back thethe pastors on the
level of the Levitesthe parishionerare how the
Israelites were thenWhere there is a good
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congregation there cannot be a bad pastor and vice
versa When one of the two groups is very
deteriorated it is because the other is not good
either | base this tbughton what is said in Isaiah
24:2, ié as with the peopleso with the priest 0.

God ceasedo appearin Silo. As soon as he was
able to count om soul like Samuel and he reached
an appropriate ag&od once again appeared in Silo
and spoke directly to mams we see in:39-21
Perhaps that is why today we are without prophets
It seems that the divine plan is to sencEtoth at
the adequate mie and placethe useful souls that
desire to do the labor that at the time needs to be
done In this matterin the time of Jesys#le sent to
Judea the useful souls who were later named Peter
Paul Jacolh Andrew, Cornelius etc. Two or three
centuriedater, useful souls were so scarce Barth
that religion fell into a state of scrawniness and
decomposition which lasts until todawith the
exception of some short period of partial
purification and revival that has occurred
throughout centuries

fire And Samuel grew, and the LORD was
with him, and did let none of his words fall to
the ground2o0 And all Israel from Dan even to
Beersheb&new that Samuel was established
to be a prophet of the LORD21 And the
LORD appearedagain in Shiloh; for the
LORD revealed himself to Samuéh Shiloh
by the word of the LORDO
(I Samuel 319-21)

Perhaps in the end of times God will once again
send to some placethe useful souls that he had
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reserved for critical times and we will assist in those
times b a revival and realization of necessary labor

|t i s not t hat God Anowo
Himself, but that our sins and bad thoughts

doesnodt

make us fAstinkd and He stays away.

Spi rinduseateb fiby our thought s,
and deed and that does mt allow him to work

within us. Isaiah very clearly tells us that one of the
causes why our prayeare unanswered is because

of our sins

fii Behold the LORD'S hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his
ear heavy, that it cannot hear2 but your
iniquities have separated between you and
your God and your_sins have hid his face
from yoy that he will not hear 0

(Isaiah 591-2)

One of the reasons why the Chuh is dormant
or dead is the compromisewith the enemies of
God. Pressuredy fiwhat they may saythey make
undue concessions so as not to sedoierant or as
to not be accused of beinfundamentalists ,or
fifanatic® .And if they have to reach ecumenism
they do spall in the name of the new universal
goddessiiTolerancé .They are heard saying thait
religions are good, thatall lead to God, even
paganism, which is now praised under the pretext
that all ficulture® should be respecte@retty soon
they will approve human sacrifis@s was done by
the Incas and the Aztebscause they did $in good
faithd ,so we must beiunderstandingy and have
empathy Striking a deal with the enemies of God or
consent to their demands has never rendered positive
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results Let us see a Biblical example of compromise
with the enemies

To agree withthe demands of the enemy instead
of leaning on God in order to counterdwin is a
grave error To make a pact with those that hate
God leads you to physical and spiritual slavery

fits Now in the fourteenth year of king
Hezekiahdid Sennaherib king of Assyria
come up against all the fenced cities of
Judah and took thems And Hezekiah king
of Judah sent to the king of Assyria to
Lachish, saying | have offended; return
from me that which thou puttest on me will

| bear. And the king oAssyria appointed unto
Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents
of silver and thirty talents of goldis And
Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was
found in the house of the LORBNd in the
treasures of the king's house At that time
did Hezekia cut off the gold from the doors
of the temple of the LORDand from the
pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had
overlaid and gave it to the king of Assyria
And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and
Rabsaris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to
king Hezekiah with a great host against
Jerusalem And they went up and came to
JerusalemAnd when they were come, tipey
came and stood by the conduit of the upper
pool, which is in the highway of the fuller's
field.o (1K 18:13-17)

In this passage we see thding Hezekiah of
Judah humbles himself and his nation (14) before a
foreign King (or interest)We see him looting what
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belonged to God in order to give it to his oppressor
(15-16), andin order to satisfy himnot reaching his
purpose anywaySennacherip after obtaining all
that Hezekah had given him in order to giate him
and thus not attack hinsent his trops against
JerusalemEverythingthat Hezekiah of Judah gave
his enemy in order to calm hjnserved only to
fortify his oppressor even marsow, the Assyrian
had more money to obtain the means with which
he could defeat Hezekiah, and he, in turn had
less money with which to invest in his defense
and all_of this the enemy obtained with
0 n | w@ds and promises

Ultimately, Hezekiah ended up doingshat he
should have done from the beginnimigist God and
defend himself from his attacker with the only
means that the enemy of God understafmise If
he had begun theraet would have been much

betteréand with 300 talents of S i

of gold more than what he now had

God keeps us in safetys if surrounded by thick
and high wall The enemy (spiritual or physical)
cannot peetrate it t o eaetny ac Kk
knows it That is why he convinces us so that we
may come out and away from the wall. The
spiritual enemydoes thisby inciting us to sin He

can also incite us to strike an agreement with others
*

llinesses ailments and sin
| understand that there existstaong relationship
between sin and illness because it is seen
throughout the Bible and we see it throughout our
personal experience Sometimes an illness
unleashes itself because of our, €ind other times
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because of . @heoenttyeof demath s i n

sufferingand illness intahis world was by means
of sin. Notwithstanding this does not mean that
everytime there is an illnesst is because of the
sins of the ill

fir And as Jesus passed, e saw a man
which was blind from his birth2 And his
disciples asked hinsaying Master, who did
sin, this man, or ls parents, that he was
born blind? 3 Jesus answeredNeither hath
this man sinned, nor his parentdut that the
works of God should be made manifest in
him. o (John 91-3)

Here Christ clearly says that neither the blind man
nor his parents were theason for the blindness of
the man but that bliméss would serve to manifest
the works of God

This does not mean either thatsin in a sickly
personneveris the cause of his illnesdecausen
John 514, it is obvious that the paralysis was a
result ofhis sin

AAfterward Jesus findeth him in the temple
and said unto himBehold thou art made
whole sin_no more lest a worse thing come
unto thee 0 (John 514)

Since we do not have the wisdomknow who is
guilty of sin whichcauses an illnesg is better not
to judge in those mattersinless it is something
evident as in the casthat because of fornicatica
venereal diseasafects a man or in the case of a
gunshot wound received in a robbery
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Nevertheless, when something grave happens
to me, | always begin by examining myselfo see
if it was because of a sin of mitieatcause it; and
in my personal caset has always been that way
That does not ean that | judge the same irherts,
but | respect myself | nevéhink that it is afitesd
that God has given mas if | were like Job in
purity and holinessGod considered Job with merit
and sufficient character to bestedand come out
gracefully but 1 am not worth as muclit is vain
haughtinessto think that we are beingitested
when in reality what is happening is simply the
result of our stupidiesor sin A case which clearly
shows thids narrated by Sainta®l in | Corinthians
11:27-30. Let 0.s s ee

This passage serves to reaffirm the idea that,
precisely we can become dicor suffer some
ailment because of sinln this passagafter saying
that whosoever unworthily att r om t he
supper he commits a grave sin (verse 27) and
exhortsus to analye ourselves before partakinmg
it (28), he adds thaif not, one may eataind drink
judgment (29) After such warningsand extracting
a consequence of, ihe says in the following verse
(30): AThat is why many among you are weak and
S i cokthés is to sa, that the Apostle clearly
states that some of the illnesses among the
Corinthians were due to their sins.

fizz Wherefore whosoever shall eat this
bread and drink this cup of the Loyd
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and
blood of the Lord.2s But let a man examine
himself and so let him eat of that breaand
drink of that cup 29 For he that eateth and
drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh
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damnation to himselfnot discerning the
Lord's bodyso For this cause many are weak
and sicklyamong youand many sleep 0

(I Cor 11:27-30)

There is some relation between sin and
illnesses,as God promises us the absence of illness
if his commandments are obeyethis does not
mean that all illnessre due to the sin of a sick
person his ancestors or society the case in which
Christ cued the blind manneithe he his parents
nor society hd sinned and he was born blind
according to the testimony of Chrigut evidently
there is a great relation betweent mdeying the
commandments and illnessegspecially social
plagues Something similar is seen in Echas 1526
and 2325.

AANd said If thou wilt diligently hearken to
the voice of the LORD thy Godnd wilt do
that which is right in his sightand wilt give
ear to his commandmentand keep all his
statutes | will put none of thesediseases
upon thee which | have brought upon the
Egyptians: for | am the LORD that healeth
thee 0 (Exodus15:26)

AANd ye shall serve the LORD your Gadd
he shall bless thy breadnd thy waterand |
will take sicknessaway from the midst of
thee 0 (Exodus 2325)

Even though we cannot say that illnesses are
always a consequence of siwe can say that in
many cases they ardén the following Psalm we see
that David recognizes that the illness he was
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suffering from was a consequence of the sins he had
committed If David, who was a man of God and in
addition a prophet declares this truthwe should
pay attention

it A Psalm of David to bring to
remembranceO LORD rebuke me not in thy
wrath, neither chasten me in thy hot
displeasure 2 For thine arrows stik fast in
me and thy hand presseth me sardhere is
no soundness in my flesh because of thine
anger; neither is there any rest in my bones
because of my sirw For mine iniquities are
gone over mine heads an heavy burden they
are too heavy for me My wounds stink and
are corrupt because of my foolishnesso
(Psalms 38L-5)

In verse 2 we see that David considers that the
illness he had came from the hand of Gdnl verse
3 he declares that there is no healing in him because
of his sin In verse 4 he recognizes that his
iniquities were many and had fallen upon him
Further in verse He speaks of how he had rotten
ulcers as a result of his sinl think that futher
explanation is not necessary in order to reach the
conclusion that illnesand sin g intimately related

It is true that in the case of Job, his illness and
misfortunes were not as a result of any sinhut
the fact that having been perfeapright one that
feared God and eschewed evibod wanted to
utilize him to embaass Satan and show him how
creatures of a lesser quality than Satan were much
better than he wa83 u t Jobds case
not the rule How many of us can compare
ourselves to JGbWill God utilize men like usfor
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that an honorableestknowing weare going to fail
him? The most logical thing in our case is to think
that if something grave happens to tine first thing
we should do iscrutinizeour behavior and find out
how we have failednstead of thinking that we are
like Job andblameour sufering on fitesso God is
putting us through

It is also true that there are illnesses and
disasters that are a result of the environment,
society and chanceas in the case of someone who
has given us a coldBut it is better to examine
ourselves to s if there issomething we need to
repent of with allour hearts when something grave
happens to us

| have already stated before that there exists a
correlation between our sins and our illnesdes
have also stated in such occasjdhat ilnesses &
not always a consgience of our personal sibut
we cannot say that illnesses are never a result of our
sins

fizs And, behold men brought in a bed a man
which was taken with a palsyand they
sought means to bring him,iand to lay him
before himies And when they could not find by
what way they might bring him in because of
the multitude they went upon the housetop
and let him down through the tiling with his
couch into the midst before Jesus And
when he saw their faith, he said unto him,
Man, thy sins are forgiven thee 0

(Lk 5:18-20)

In the case narratedere it is evident that the
pamlyzed man found himself in that position as a
result of his sinssince by just forgiving his singe
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could be curedThe way | see jtin the majoity of
cases illnesses and suffarg which afflict us are
motivated directly or indrectly by our erroneous
behavior such as

a) sins commited with knowledge of cause
(punishment and /or logical consequenges)

b) by sins comntted by ignoring onot waning to
believethe rules that regulate our livesdnot act
in keeping with them (personal logical
consequences of sin or foolishness)

c) because we are victims of the transgressions of
those rules by others (hereditary consequences
social or cdective of sin)

It is not always that waythere are exceptional
cases but to my way of thinking they are very
infrequent In the case of thenan who waslind
since birth we see

d) the man was blind with the objective that Christ
would be abled prove his divinity

In other cases

e) it may be that someone would have a certain
illness ailment or physical impediment for the
benefit of his soul which God knew that in any
other way that person would take a more harmful
path while he could ot do so with that limitation

An e x amp lissveryp domnio@ndScripture
and daily life as amanwho contracts a venereal
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disease as a result of fornication or in the case of
King Joram Il Chronicles 2112-19.

fiiz And there came a writing to i from
Elijah the prophet saying Thus saith the
LORD God of David thy fatheBecause thou
hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat
thy father nor in the ways of Asa king of
Judah 13 but hast walked in the way of the
kings of Israeland hast made Jdah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalemto go a whoring
like to the whoredoms of the house of Ahab
and also hast slain thy brethren of thy
father's house which were better than
thyself 14 behold with a great plague will the
LORD smite thy peopland thychildren and
thy wives and all thy goodsis And thou
shalt have great sickness by disease of thy
bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reason of
the sickness day by dayo

(Il Chronicles 2112-15)

An exampl e wouldbeamaceholitbb 0
one whose illness is result of gluttony or obesity
(cardiovascular or gastrichne who gets sick as a
result of eating prohibited animals (lobstesj he
who aggravates hisholesterol by eating porlor in
the case of the paralyzed man in Mark. 2

fAWhen Jesus saw their fajthe said unto the
sick of the palsySon, thy sins be forgiven
theed (Mark 2:5)

Exampl es avbuldbeaveaksfaniing the
case of a descendant of an alcoholic or drug
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addicted infant parasites because of not following
the rules given in Deuteronomy A3, etc.

An exampl e 3fthe mpeesanewhoiisd 0
blind from birth as is mentioned in JohnlSs.

An exampl e seefs tehe Sant Fa O
and appears in Il Cdr2: 7-9.

AANd lest | should be exalted aboveeasure
through the abundance of the revelations,
there was given to me a thoiin_the flesh the
messenger of Satan to buffet, hest | should
be exalted above measure

(' Cor 127)

As | see itin the majority of caseshe guilty party
is the one who is ill We should remember that
according to Job 334-22, illness is one of the ways
which God has to reveal to mais sin and separate
them from sin as is seen in verses 17 andG&l
loves usand we will notalwayssuffer as a result of
others When | see myself in that situatidrbegin by
examining nyself thoroughly and comgentiously It
does not occur to me t
pronounce the overused phradihey are désts
brothep which is pronouncetly those whose pride
impedes them from knowing that it is they who are at
fault and a estis not necessaryecause allexcept
themselvesknow they are good for nothing

f14 For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet
man_perceiveth it notis In a dream in a
vision of the nigh when deep sleep falleth
upon menin slumberings upon the beds
then he openeth the ears of mand sealeth
their instruction 17 that he maywithdraw
man from his purpose, and hide pridieom
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man 18 He keepeth back his soul from the pit
and his Ife from perishing by the sward He

is chastened also with paimpon his bed
and the multitude of his bones with strong
pain, 20 so that his life abhorreth bread, and
his soul dainty meatz1 His flesh is consumed
away, that it cannot be seerand his lones
that were not seen stick out Yeg his soul
draweth near unto the grayand his life to
the destroyers 0 (Job 3314-22)

James also teaches us that sin can be a cause of
our illness, becauséhe mentions the possibility that
the person who is@k, finds himself in sin

fi14 Is any sick among youRet him call for
the elders of the churchand let them pray
over him anointing him with oil in the name
of the Lord 15 And the prayer of faith shall
save the sickand the Lord shall raise him yp
andif he have committed singhey shall be
forgiven him. o (James 514-15)

Does this mean that the healthigs of the
human race sinles® Not necessarily God loves
me he knows that | am susceptible to rectify as a
result of punishmentHe further knows that | have
done goodworks but that | have also committed
sin, and decides to send me an illnessthat | may
medtate and sitate myself along the right path

However, a reprobate of those who do not wish
to rectify, and as a result wilbe condemned
because theris no remedy for himcommits the
same sins in addition to some good works him,
God who knows thatpunishmentvould not resolve
anythingand wants to pay him here for his good
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works, gives him the health of a strong person.
This one will only receive the punishment and
suffering hedeservesabove his balance of good
works | will getas manypunishments and ailments
as are necessary in order to rectify myséibd is
more interested in the health of my soul than my
body; asit will only last 70 or 80 years and my soul
an eternity

Now, le us supposédhat | am a person with an
erroneous scale of valuesviotivated by thisl give
importance to that which is unimportahtbecome
distressedl worry, | become nervoyd do not eat
calmly and | get indigestion or | have other
digestive problems which are not organwhy?
Because God punisB me? No, because | am
comprehendedwithin case fibo . If | seek the
kingdom of God and his justiceipon giving the
appropriate value tamy matters health will be
added (I am referring to the special case mentioned
previously)

In casefibd we would also fid imprudenceand
senselessnesd drive a car while watching the
beautiful landscapel allow myself to become
addicted to sodasvine, cigarettesetc. | lift a weight
that does not correspond to my age and what | am
used to

Notwithstanding, sometimes God iberates us
from the consequence of our ignorance,
carelessness and senselessneBait | am sure
however that he will not plae an angel to take care
of us as a babysitter would because that would make
us funteachable .We would never learn to be
sensible or rectify out errors We would become
ruined and become spoiled

Notice the dynamics that rule the forgiveness of
sin, according to the way it is expressed in the
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previousverse fi...sin no morelest a worse thing
come unto theé God forgivesbut you cannot play
the firepentard one with Him. If God liberates us
from the consequences of a sin and we later commit
the same sin againwhat will befall us will be worse
than what he liberated us from

In_short, | would say that in a Christian,
ailments are motivated by a divine desire to
make us reflect and rectifymore frequent than in
the nonbeliever

Review of Chapte 9. We have seen that sin has
a grave negative effect on the climatein and the
productivity of the earth Similarly, the sins of
rulers have a negative effect on natiors it
happened with Hitler and Nazi Germanye also
have Biblical examples othis in Abimelech and
Abraham David and his adultg, and counting on
his people Saul and theassassinationof the
Gibeonites This is due to the fact that nations can
oppose the sin of the ruler and dmt do so Sin of a
part of a nationhas repercugns over the entire
nation as in the oitiple rape in Gbeah.

Even Biblical characters have to suffer for their
sins and mistakedn the case of Lotwe see how
having been able to leave Sodom when his uncle
Abraham rescued hinby remaining therehe bst it
all. Additionally, Jacoh although a chosen onlead
to pay alongside his mother Rebecitee injustices
they committed against Esauho was not a chosen
one

Also, in the case of Moses and Aaron in the
episode of the waters of Meribah (strif#)ows us
that if the commandments of God are not obeyed
there will be consequencegven in first class
persons like Moses Know thig figracesb
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w02 Christians Also the case of David and Bathsheba is
703 Very instructive The fact that David was a shepherd
w02 t0 his people (his sheep) according tihe will of

s God does not mearthat he could sin without
706 receivng the corresponding punishmerven less

707 IN OUrpersonatase

7008 It is obvious that God had ceased manifesting
700 himself in Silo and this was bags of the sins of

o0 Ell and his sons When Samuel reached the
o1 appropriate ageGod manifested himself again
12 Sectarian and personal sin deprives the church of
13 the manifestationsfdGod. When the hierarchy of a
oa  Sect act wrongfully, it is because the parigimers

15 are just like themlt is not that Godin o | onger 0O
o1 Manifests himselfit is that our sins and bad
017 thoughts make ufistinkd and He leaves usThe

01s  Holy Spirit becomeginauseatedl by our thoughts

719 intentions and works and that does not allow him to
720  WOrk in us As is said in Isaiahyour sins have

721 made Him turn away from you

7022 The church is asleep or dead because of the
723 compromisewith the new universal goddess called
w24 ATolerancé® for beingfiunderstandingwith sin It is

25 heard thatall_religions are good beuaseall lead to

26 GOd even paganism

7027 In the case of illnesses aadments not all have to

2s  do with committed sinsaas we see in the case of the
720 Man blinded since birthbut not either all of the
730  illnesses and ailments are disconnected from the sin
os  Of the sick as we can see ithe paralyzed man in
32 Bethesda and in the case of those who participated in
w3 t he Lordds Suphpetusremendbgrpr opri ately
s that there are different situations) sins committed

03 With knowledge b) sins committed by ignoring or
76 NOt wanting to believe the statutes that rule our Jives
037 C) because we are vims of the transgression
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committedby others d) illnesses used foa divine
purpose e) iliness pain or physical impediment for
the benefit of the souhs in the case of SaiRaul

*kk

Chapter 10

Diverse methods used by our spiritual
enemies

One of the methods is to make us enter into pacts
and inconvenient marriages

There are many times in which spiritual enemies
cannot take hold of a person by any meanst least
by any means they wishn that situation, they look
for a way to induce the believers to bind
themselves to another persortp one that they can
have access to by the means they wirgim the area
the believer di d.ndthatway | ow
they have access to the believer from an area which
he had not allowed befare

Binding oneself to another person has many facets
The most common one is througfatrimony . But it
is also done throughousiness, politics, favors
received, gifts receivd, benefits that are given to
us, and whatever activity that can obligate the
believer through law orthrough gratefulness and
binding himself to another person

If 1 were to demonstrate this thought graphicdlly
would draw the following
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Solid wall

Weak Point
Narrow Wall ¥

‘\& \ Ci‘y "A“

Clty V'BVV

Enemies attack uselessly

After the strong city joins the weak, the enemies use other
tactic, with better results.

Now the enemies attack more intelligently entering
through the weak wall and breaches of the friendly city.

Whoever maries a non-believer, believing that
because that person ifigood persoa they will be
converted many times finds themselves stuak a
marriage that draws them away from God serves
themsorrow and incomprehensiolt is true that the
figood persod can be converted to Godut it may
elapsel5 years before that happemasid during all
that time our enemies utilizbe feelings frustrations
sing etc, of that figood persoa to place stumbling
blocks in our pathIf that figood persod never
convertsthen the case is even warse
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In business it works the sameway, when a
Christian doegoint ventureswith a nonbeliever it
may go well because even if the person is a-non
believer he may be arhonorable person who is
wiling to pay taxes as isedmed treat clients
honestly and remain straighf after he signs the
documents that bind hingiscovers that the person
wants to deceive swindle use tactics that are
reproachableetc, then the believer finds himself in a
very difficult situation It is now not simple to break
contracs, it is not easy for him to olgate his partner
to act decently and the only thing that he darns not
commit those warped actsot only that even if he
does not cheahis company is doing so and since he
belongsto that commercial societyand since that
company also belongs to hinthe bad name and
consequencesouldbe carried by him

Something similar happens in politicsWhen you
back up a candidate and that candidate reports
benefits to whm baclked him up if later the
candidate acts inappriately, the believe finds
himself in the straight choicdo break away from
him and lose the benefitsr simply remain silent and
become a passive accomplicehfactions

This is why the best thing a @ristian can do, is
to not compromise himself tanyone nor receive
costly gifts; but not either fall into the haughty
concept offil am holier tharthouw To be with yes
to mix ourselves with society in a prudent manner
yes but always togive, not to receive.When one
gives but neitherask nor receive one is always in
control of relationships

Let us see a Bibtal example relative to
inconvenient political unions.As we will see below
God was opposed to Amah the King of Judah to
bring to war with him one hundred thousand soldiers
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from Israel even though the Kopof Judah in reality
had not made a pautith them but had hiredhem

Not even having hirethem did God want them to go
with Juddn. There are various cases in the Bible in
which God warns his own against pacts or treaties
with those that are nétis own.

fie He hired also an hundred thousand
mighty men of valour out of Israeffor an
hundred talents of silver But there came a
man of God to him, saying, O king, let not
the army of Israel go with thee;for_the
LORD is not with Israe) to wit, with all the
children of Ephraims But if thou wilt go, do
it, be strong for the battleGod shall make
thee fall before the enemyfor God hath
power to helpand to cast down 0
(I Chr 25.:6-8)

As we saw in the preceding passaiace God was
not in favor of IsraglHe advises the King of Judah to
not become allied to therThe same thing happens
with Christians they need to be careful in abging
who they associate themselweish or even moresq,
who they unitethemselvesvith

Another good example of demonic fetic to
overcome God s chwasr 8d8al aamods
Man has free will and that is why he czneate ideas
and feelingswhich can be in harmony or conflict
with G o d @&od does not punish anyone for thinking
erroneously Sin happens whenby knowing or
having the ability to find the attitude of God on a
particular subjeco r  we d o ndrtve do Boe k
obey him and we maintain thee@s and feelings that
are cotrary t o .IlG®tdsAysthatthe goodis in
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setour thoughtsfeelings and ideas in conformance to
G o d @ wrong is in not doing so

When Balaam found Godoés will with r
Israel (Nm 22:12) he should have taken part in
favor of that natn. From that point forward he
should have acted according to what God wanted
But ng he did not conform his wilaccordingto
Go d 6 s, and indtelad continued wishingp go
with the messengers of B&lan order to curse
Israel The only thing tlat he dd not dq because of
fear of the consequencesas play out his actign
but his feeling was the same as previoughhad
not been modifiedit is to say, that in spite of the
fact that he knew the will of Godche turned it
down he preferred the will oBalak, who gave him
gifts.

fiz2 And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt
not go with them;thou shalt not curse the
people for they are blesseds And Balaam
rose up in the morningand said unto the
princes of BalakGet you into your landfor
the LORD refusethto give me leave to go
with you. 0 (Nm 2212-13)

In 22 13, instead of sayingor examplefil do not
want to go because it would not seem right to God
to curse that natign advise you to sort something
out with Moses etc O0what he does insaéel is
blame ®d when he say® for theLORD refuseth
to give me leave to go with y@urhis means that if
God didnodt hi nderhelwoud t o go physical
do sgevenknowi ng that it was agai nst C
desire
In verse 18instead of sayingfil do not wantto
go with you because God told me not to go the first
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time, what he says isfil_cannot go beyond the
word of the LORD my Godd is to say that if he
couddosphe would do it even
it.

In verse 19 he asks God again in spitehef fact
t hat h e Kk n e WithGhatd dtitude ae | |
denonstrates that he preferred Ba s ,iadde a
of fering of gi,twhosvasithe ene e a d
who gave him power thanks tavhich Balak
searched for him in order to offer him gifts

Finally inverse 38as f justifying himself before
Balak he saysiill am come unto theédhave Inow
any power at all to say attying? dt was logical
that if Babk was calling on him to curse the natjon
the most sensibléning to do was not to go to Bl
in orderto not do before him what he did not want
to bedone But Balaam went with the hope of being
able to do something Bddawvanted and God did
not He did soat last

Because of that perverse attitude shown by
Balaam is why the angel of Gqodvho is in rality
who is dealing with this prophgs infuriated when
he goesHe lets him gpbut seeing that he goes
happily, he is infuriatedBalaam does not curse the
nation because God does not let hirhe does not
do it physically but in his heart there adesires of
har mi ng Go Thatsis whyehe gokesenot
physically curse Israel with his mouth, butin
using a subterfuge, henharmed them. How?

Given that God dichot specifically prohibit him
to advise against Isrgdie takes advantage of that
and hads them over to the Medianitest is
Balaam who shows the Medianites that if the
people of God sinned, God would take away his
protection and they could defeat them.
Therefore the best strategy that Balaam could use
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against the nation of God was to tiwathem
Medianite and Moabite women as bait order to
make them fornicate anworship theindols.

fii And Israel abode in Shittimand the
people began to commit whoredom with the
daughters of Moab.2 And they called the
people unto the sacrifices tfieir gods and
the people did eaand bowed down to their
gods 3 And Israel joined himself unto
Baalpeor and the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Israél (Nm 251-3)

fits And Moses said unto thenHave ye
saved all the women aliveis Behold, threse
caused the children of Israelthrough the
counsel of Balaam to commit trespass
against the LORD in the matter of Peand
there was a plague among the congregation
of the LORD 0 (Nm 3115-16)

The caseof Samson is very instructive.The
liberatingwork of this judge was cut short because
Satan baited him with a woman whom (&atan)
controlled even though she was Jewish from the
tribe of Dan ThroughoutSamson'dife we see that
his weakness wasvomen and that is where the
enemy chose to attack him

In spite of the thousands of years that have
transpired since thethis continues tde a tactic to
follow, on the part of the enemies of God with the
chosen by GadSatan still sends the women he
controls to the people of God so that they sin and
find themselves without divine protection and
then overcome them.Satan sends the people of
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God women of flesh andbones or the ones from
televisin, magazines and movies
In_short, Balaam did not do physically (because
he coul dndot) wlahefd@Bradall prohi bited
the pasible means so that he would go against what
he knew was the will of Gqdff physically he could
do so It is good to note that Balaam remained with
the Medianites instead of going hontkat is why
when Israel went to war with thé&ledianites
among the most notable dead was Balaam

AANd they slew the kings of Midiabeside
the rest of them that were slainamely Evi,
and Rekermand Zur and Hur, and Rebafive
kings of Midian Balaam also the son of Beor
they slew with the sard. 0(Nm 31.8)

It is good to know the tactic invented by Balgam
not only to avoid it in our daily lifebut also to
understad what is said in RevelatioR: 14, in the
letter to the angel of Pergas

fBut | have a few things against thee
becaus thou hast there them that hold the
doctrine of Balaamwho taught Balac to cast

a stumbling block before the children of
Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idoland

to commit fornicatio® (Rev 214)

The danger of a pact with the unfaithful is see
throughout Scripture. Special emphasis is in
marriage. What is said by Malachi isery clear
Let 6.s see

In this passagethose that marry persons not of
the faith arecensurecnd threatened
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fi11 Judah hath dealt treacheroushand an
abominationis committed in Israel and in
Jerusalem for Judah hath profaned the
holiness of the LORD which he loved, and
hath married the daughter of a strange god.
12 The LORD will cut off the man that doeth
this, the master and the scholaout of the
tabernaclesf Jacoh and him that offereth an
offering unto the LORD of hosis

(Mich 2:11-12)

This doctrine in which it is advised that one not
marry one of another faith and even prohibit
marriages of that types found throghout the Old
and New Testamé¢l et 6s see bel ow

fiis Lest thou make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the landand they go a whoring
after their gods and do sacrifice unto their
gods and one call theeand thou eat of his
sacrifice; 16 and thou take of their daughters
unto thy sons, and their daughters go a
whoring after their godsand make thy sons
go a whoring after their gods{Ex 3415-16)

fis Neither shalt thou make marriages with
them thy daughter thou shalt not give unto
his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take
unto thy son.s For they will turn away thy

son from following methat they may serve
other gods so will the anger of the LORD be
kindled against you and destroy thee

suddenly 0 (Dt 7:3-4)

The clearest example in the New Testamens
not to bind ourselves with nonbelievers This
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7370

advice iswise but many mystify it exaggrate it or
distort it A Christian should not unite himself with a
non-Christian in matters that requifignanimity o, or
requirereligious decisions of importancein matters
that bind our _destiny from one to the otheror in
matters thatompromise our honest behaviom the
future, or that require aeciprocity that could turn
out undesirablyor gratitude that is subjugating

This does not mean we should behave like
Phariseesfiaway from me | am more saintly than
youd A Christian can and should mix with all those
with which normal activities of life lead him to be
with.

fi14 Be ye notunequally yokedogether with
unbelievers for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrigdousnesd And
what communion hath light with darkn@ss
And what concord hath Christ with BelfaDr
what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? o (I Co 6:14-15)

In many occasion<hristians commit the error of
isolating themselvespossibly more because of
cowardice or lack of strong convictignthan to
follow this advice However although they isolate
themselves from thdiworldd ,they continue to
enjoy from thatfiworldd pecause | do not see that
isolation leads them to sanctificatidsut instead to
change the type of sin or the manner of committing
it.

They isolate themselves from the contact with the
non-believers which do not suit thenbut with
those who bring them some material benefit they
have no problem binding themselves wisolvent
dealers influential persons heads of their
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companies etc. Sadly in these casesif these
acquaintances are bothered by the gospel because
they are atheists or Catholjcthey try to show
themselves as kindpretending that we are all
correct @ long as we are sincer@ther times they
do so tryng to diminish the importance of religious
differences orhiding their faith, or avoidng the
subject when in reality the circumstances are proper
for testimony angbreaching

They do not want to joirwith the unbelievers
taking hold of that versdut accept from them great
favors which place theqwanting to or nagtand
even if they think the contraryn a position of
subjugation at leas in the moral sensdt is not |
who says this; it is statedoy Moses in Exodus 28
and Deuteronomy16:19. This way we see nho
harmony in the attitude toward some Huglievers
as opposed to the attitude towards othérsalso
does not harmonize the obedience to a verse with
the disobedience to otherSonsequeny, it is not
the result of profound convictionlsut of superficial
ideas that do nohave any connection with the
gospel

AANd thou shalt take no gift for the gift
blindeth the wisgand perverteth the words of
the righteous 0 (Ex 238)

AiThou shal not wrest judgmentthou shalt
not respect personseither take a gift for a
gift doth blind the eyes of the wjsand
pervert the words of the righteau®

(Dt 16:19)

Where wemost wisely consider this advice a
the time in which we tie oudestiny to the other
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person above all in marriagebut also in political
adventuresmilitary or commercial This does not
mean that a Christian cannot join with a fon
believer for the lattethings What Paul issaying is
not to bind ourselves as &ydke; in other words in
a waythat our destiny or actions become subjected
to each other

However if there are laws that guamtee our
independence of opini@ and actionsor the
honesty of thgoined adventurewe have nothing to
fear. In a business in wbh our partner pretends to
rob a client or the IRSve have the guarantee that
the law will back up our actionsMaybe national
laws or interior norms or Bylaws of the business
that were established when we enacted and signed
the documents which made uarimers in the same
organization

The same can be said of political activities
military or any other As long & the norms of
conduct of an association are written amdeality
are feasible for us to chose that they be put into
practice, a yoke doesot existthat will prevent us
or better stil] will recommend that we not bind
ourselves with notbelievers Now, if written norms
do not exst, are very complicatedare not current
or the power toenforcethem is not in our hangds
etc, association wth nonbelievers is not
recommended It would be as in being in a yoke
with them

Marriage, by its intimate and private nature, is
one of those associations whose lawsve
commonly cannot in practice demand its
fulfillment, or we do so at the cost of rgat
sacrifice and suffering. That is why | would say
that it is the only association in and of itselhd
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due to its characteristicthat can never be with the
nonbeliever

Our profound convictions and our hardening of
charactercan help us greatlio reach our goals in
those associations with ndrelievers even if laws
do not exist or their obediea could not easily be
required but we always run the risk that it will be
through having bitterness and much conflict

The most important of all this that having in
mind celestial dynami¢cswe realize that in those
associations which are out of our contreve
provide our spiritual enemy an easebeach head
for his incursian in our lives Let us remember the
example of the two cities in padE8 Whoever
finds himself in that position should pray to God
with respect to that weakness in defense of his
spiritual territory in order for Him to prohibit the
enemy to use that launching point against us

*

A seond method B making us believethat the
consequences of our sins ajast fitrials 0

God tried men of the caliber of Jahe Lord would
not bother himself to try men like meho would
disappoint himJob was a man worthy of being trjed
that is why God uskhim to embarrass Satan

God doesnot try his creatures in order for
Him to know how they are, but so that other
creatures know it. There are some wHhuelieve that
the bad things that can happen to a human are
fitrialsdo so that God may know how we would react
under certain circumstanceékhere is no such thing
When God permits trialst is to inform others of
our reactionsThe best case in which to study this
issue is with JobThis man was not put to the test so
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that God would know how he would reacsod
knew that beforehandlob wastried in order to
demonstrate to Satan how creatures that were of a
lower category than an angelere obedient and
grateful with God even in adverse circumstances
God allowed the trial that Job suffered order to
demonstrate Jobpiteofivmyhal t y
was going through

Satan is a creature that in spite of having had
greatness and prieiges rebelled against God
because he wanted even mofkhat is why God
who knew perfectly well how Job was going to
react allowed Satan to deme him of all he hadl
say that God knew how Job was going to react
because in B, when God speaks with Satan about
Joh saysthere was none like him in the Egrthat
he is his servant and thae was a perfecand
upright man fearful of God andesctew evil. If
God thought that way about Job, it is evident
that he was not trying to see how Job wadut he
was using Job to give a lesson in fidelity to Satan
God used Job to demonstrate how a creature of
lesser level than Satawas capabledf continuirg
his faithfulnesseven if everything he had was taken
from him and even if he suffered a bitt@itment

It was a great honor to Job to have been able
to serve God in order to show Satan a lesson in
loyalty. The trial was the hardest ever kngvbut
the honor of having served God in thigtter is the
greatest reward a man could obtain

fis Now there was a day when the sons of
God came to present themselves before the
LORD, and Satan came also among them
And the LORD said unto SatarWhence
comest tho®d Then Satan answered the
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LORD, and said From going to and fro in the
Earth, and from walking up and down in i
And the LORD said unto SatanHast thou
considered my servant Job, thahere is
none like himin the Earth, a perfect and an
upright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evi
9 Then Satan answered the LORAMd said
Doth Job fear God for noughtio Hast not
thou made an hedge about hiamd about his
house and about all that he hath on every
side? Thou hast blessed theovk of his hands
and his substance is increased in the land
But put forth thine hand ngwand touch all
that he hath and he will curse thee to thy
face
12 And the LORD said unto SatanBehold
all that he hath is in thy powgronly upon
himself putnot forth thine hand So Satan
went forth from the presence of the LORD
(Job 16-12)

God never needs to try a person withthe
objective of knowing who that personis. He
knows how it is and how each person is going to
react When God allows a trigdver a human it is to
prove to others how that person behaves in that trial

Some believersgrroneously, cal l t hem
to the logical consegences of their sins and
errors. God is not sendingtrialso to these people
they are too weak for thahd if that were spthey
would shatter They are suffering the consequences
of their actionsGod only permits that type of trial
in persons with the quality of Job because He
knows that those that do not possess that quality
will make him look bad if heries them
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Remember, do not confuse the consequences
of your sinsand errors wi t h trials |
unless God can sdlgat there is none like you in the
Earth becauseg/ou are perfectrighteous fearful of
God and apart fronevil. If you are not 6 that
caliber don ot flatter yourself
sorrows are trialsAvoid becoming vain

True trials come from serving Christ
knowingly. There are many believers that suffer the
consequences of their sjresrors and insensibilities
but they take comfort in sayindithey are trialg
God gives them Upon saying something so
pointless the only thing they gain is to deceive
themselves and all of those to whom they say:. it to

The trials that Peter refersto in the following
passage originate bcause of our honest, sensible
and appropriate sewice to Christ not our
stupidities, mistakes, sins or superstitionsTrue
trials are bad things that occur for doing the right
thing in the eyes of Gqdlike when Paul was
whipped in Philippifor casting ademon from a
young slave womanor when he was stoned for
preaching the gosperhat the tue trials come from
serving Godis manifested in théact that in verse
14 of the passage in question what is saidlfiye
be reproached f oo itisthsay na me
that true trials come as a consequence of the name
of Christ

fi12 Beloved think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is totry you, as though
some strange thing happened unto:yabut
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakerd o
Christ's sufferingsthat, when his glory shall
be revealed ye may be glad also with
exceeding joyis If ye be reproached fothe
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7586 name of Christ happy are ygfor the spirit of
7587 glory and of God resteth upon yoOn their

7588 part he is evil spoken obut on your part he
7589 is glorified. 15 But letnone of yousuffer as a
7590 murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or
7501 as a busybody in other men's mattets Yet
7592 if any man suffer as a Christianlet him not
7593 be ashamedbut let him glorify God on this
7594 behalf 0o (| P 412—16)

7595

7596 What | said previously is further confirmed in

o7 verselb, upon saying that none should endure as a

s murderer thief, etc; reaffirming in 16 when it says

me AYet when any man e.utfisf er as a Chri st
w0 Clearly shown thatvhat Peter waseferring to is not

w1 What many today calftrialsd ,but the real trial

w02 Which originates in the correct service to God

7603 I f a Christian knocks on a neighbor
woa  five in the morning to preach the gospel and the

wos  heighbor slaps him,do not say that this afitrialo ,

wos  because this is merely a consequence hif

wor  Stupidity.

7608 Others go through life drunk and at the age of

we f 1 fty convert to Chri st and donot C
w0 Later they get cihosis and say that it is farialo .

w11 These are not trigldthey area consequence of your

712 past sin Others have beliefs that are not based on

w3 the Bible but pseudeChristian superstitionsFor

s example they believe that if they carry the Bible

w15 With them they will be protected from all harm as if

wis  the book were an amulefhey later go towards an

w17 evidently harmful place with the Bible in their

s hands and when something that was bound to

w19 happen to them occyrsay that these afrialso
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True trials always occur due to our service to God
in the correct formnot due to oustupidity, sing
mistakesfalse beliefsetc.

It is human foolishness hat cannot, or better
yet, does not wantto link the sufferings of life
with the sins that are committed.

A Christian wanting to continue in a sin he
likes, without losing his_salvation, sometimes
deceives himself by pretending that Hees not
believe that what he is doing $&; and refusg to
admit that there is a connection between what he is
going through and his siif he admittedthat link; it
would convince him that @l is telling him that
what he is doings sin and then continue to sin
although the divine messageould cost him his
salvation which he does not want to losE hat 6 s

why he doesnot admi t t hat l i nkage

believe that doctrine
They try makebelieveon the one hanthat they
are doingright and donot do anything
cause them their sufferingnd on the other hand
that they are suffering inexplicapl and
mysteriou$y bitter sorrows fito trydo them
*

A third method is make usconceve a false
concept of love

Why does Hell exist and why does it have to
exist? One daya man who was a believer received
a visit from a friend who challenged the existence
of Hell, saying that God was a being of love and
could not be able to send his cregas to Hell After

a long time of theological explanations that the
friend did not want to understand nor adntiie
believer says to his friendil am going to tell you a
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story, after which you will justify the existence of
Hell and you will understandhat although it
doesndt s dtesan actlofdove way

A few centuries ago, an Arab sheikhywho was
extraordinarily wealthycame up with the idea of
traveling around the wtat with all his wives sons
daughtersgrandchildrensonsin-law, daughtersin-
law, nieces nephews other family membets
friends and his servantHe bought himself a
sailboat as was common in that timeut all his
wealth into the bat hired highly trained seamen
and took his womerall his family members anskt
sal as soon as he could

They visited many placesaand where ever he
arrived, the sheikh spent generouskpending on
his own and the seameim whatever they wanted
Pretty soon the seamen realized that the sheikh
carried great wealth on theship and conspired to
keep the wealthSome thought about stealing the
arms that the sheikh and his servants haohia of
the cabis and kill them all but others who were
grateful for the way the sheikh dh&reated them and
for the way he had lavishedshriches upon them
convinced the others to only abandon them on a
deserted island

The seamen took over the arnamd placd the
sheikh and his companions on various boats that the
ship had ad left them near two paradidige
islands in the middle dhe Pacific OcearThe most
thankful of those thievegjave the sheiklfiood for
one month all the tools that were in the boat and
personally to the sheikh a small amount of
weapons in his boattelling him that if he dared to
use the weapons against thehey would strike
from their boat and end them.all
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Finding himself stripped of his wealthut with
his life and the life of his own unscathed opted to
row to the nearest islan@®nce therehe gave his
weapons to his most trustworthselatives and
sevants and kept two pistoter himselt

In the beginningeverything went welleveryone
worked to survive The first thing was to find a
source of water immediately thereafter find
nutrition in the wild later utilize the fishing gear
and to placdraps for birds and earthly animals in
order to provide meatater they took tools to build
huts and to prepare the soil for plantiAdter a few
months they had assured their livelihood and the
sheikh began to give out other jobs in order to
improve tle quality of life of all

But, all was not as before.There were those
who did not carry out their worlothess began to
steal from their family members what they had
obtained through their effortOthers began to
speak against the sheikh and wantetb replace
him, whi ch they would have
the fact that he had kept his weapons and six or
eight of his most trustworthy sons and servants were
armed Including some of his many children
began to speak negatively of their fatherthey dd
not work some of them even raped some of their
family memberskilled one of their half brotheys
etc.

Observing what was happening, the sheikh
spoke to their hearts,explaining how in orderct
live happily they had to have certain norms of
conduct He began to place rules in order to avoid
their injustices but most did nobbey them Due to
the fact that the worst of them lived off the efforts
of the othersby way of threats and violenceost

done i

of them became discouraged and
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fulfill their obligations Why work, when lateythey
would be robbed of what they had

The sheikh observed the worst of them and one
night, with the help of his trusted servants and a few
of his children which had not become spojladl
armed took six o eight of the most perverse of the
lot and tied them upThe following morninghe set
them out by boatguarded towards another island
which separated them by a few miles through shark
infested waterdUpon arriving they were left in that
paradise likasland left them there with some tools
and some foogdand the trusted ones went back
the other islandwith their boats

Then the sheikhgathered the ones that were
left and told them that those who continued their
behavior and proceed as those being already
condemned would suffer the samdate. In the
beginning fear held them all backbut as time
passed many returned to their bad inclinations
Some wounded their family members or killed
them others robbed themmand others raped their
family members

The sheikh once again banished the worst to
the other Paradise like island. This happened
various times until finally after having to banish
some of his own sons and daughtees/eral family
members and many of his servante expelled
from the island where he was all of those who
would not behave properlyt was painful for the
sheikh to banishsome ofhis children and family
members, but it was much more painful for him
and the others to see how the others trampled over
them and even mmdered his other children and
family memberswithout having what he said be of
any value and what he did to make them change
their ways
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Every time he sent a new group to the other
paradisdike island upon returning his faithful
ones told him hav in the other island the
situation was frightening; they live in a real hell.

No one wanted to worksome attacked others
without pity, they suffered hunger and nedxit no
one worked because the others robbed whatever
they gained

As time passedt he shei khos, i sl

and in it they livedsafely with abundance and
happinessin the other island, life was hell.One
time, one of the good sons said to his father
fiFather do you realizz that you have sent our
brothers sister and other mdmers of the familyto
live in hell? dro which his father lovingly replied
ANo my son, the only th
bad from the good.| sent them to an island
which was like paradise;they are the ones that
have formed a living hell If | had notsent them
there all my sons all my daughters all the
members of my family and all my servants
including you and,Iwould be living in hell; we
would be suffering unjustly and unnecessarily
because of their behavi
It is true thata false concepif love will make
all suffer. By not causing the suffering among the
bad onesthe good ones would be suffering

*

A fourth method is to make us believe false
doctrines as if they were Biblical
In a wrongful eagerness fgain souls there are
some Ielievers that lower the standard of behavior
and morality that should be established by the
Church They do not reprimand what should be
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7790 reprimanded They justify those who do wrong so
o that they do not leave and continue to cooperate
o1 financially. They pernit in the Church those that

w2 the New Testament says should be advised to

w3 repenfand t hat i f they donot they have
e oOutside of the Church
7805 | know a case of a Church vmere a confessed

s and public homosexual was in the choirNeither

707 the pastarnor the deaconsor the sheemor the

s Cchoir members did anything to remedy the situation
700 The issue was remedidout not because the pastor
70 deacons or members made a Biblical decisirt

7z because the members of the choir found out that the
2 man had AICB andsome peoplé¢hreatened to leave
s the choir if the homosexual did not leavEhey

we  confused their duty to preachthe gospel to the
s sinner with the tolerance of the sin within the

s Church. Or perhaps they didnot want t o
717 Who donatedor feared theriticism of the world A

s homosexual or public sinner could be allowed to sit
79 In the pews to listerto the sermon but not to
w20  represent the church in any way

7821 Many like to listen to sermons and assist
w22 churches that tell them that they can continue
723 being vile and degenerate without losing their

w2« Salvation because we are under grace.

7825 That is why many pastors and gpegations like
w6 the one mentionegermit corruption in the church
727 With the hope of seating mod®norsin their pews

7828

7829 Another erroneous dctrine that is used by the

70 Spiritual enemes is to make a Christian believe
a1 that because he is under grace, they can do what
w2 they want and eat what they want and it would

7s3  NOt be a sin. The distortion of some passages is used
3 for this, but that is not whial am going to discuss
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here but | am going tdimit myself to prove tangibly
and reliably that Christians should not eat food
which is sacrificed to idols

Some Ipethrenhave asked me why | say that a
believer should not eat food that is sacrificed to
idols. They believe that Saint Paul changed the rules
of faith and Christianity on his owmermitting us
to eat anythingThey believethatb ut 1t wasnot
that

In this section| will present to you proof that to
eat food that is sacrificed to gds is a sin of
idolatry. It is necessary to clarify this ergdrecause
many unknowingly introduce into their churches the
sin of idolatry upon their eatingauthorizing others
to eat or simply teaching such an eriH errors in
a Church diminish thpossibility to reach holiness

Beforestarting we should remember thate are
Christians and not Saintpaulians. Let us not treat
Saint Paul as Catholicism treats the Virgin Mary
Neither of the two would want us to treat them as
vice-Christs Saint Paul was one of the great
apostlesnot the only one The other apostles who
wrote in the Bible were men that were just as
inspired as Paul; the Holy Spirit is the one who
guided them all. If Paul seems to sagomething
and the other apostles and prophetay the
opposite it is time to try to understand what Saint
Paul in reality is trying to sayr in what context he
says such a thingThe Holy Spirit does not
contradict himself inspiring Saint Paul a
commandment and the apostles just the
contrary.

Paul is famous for his knowledge and wisdom
but alsofor speaking in a way that not everyone
would understand correctly. He was used to
speaking with a great amount of hyperboles and we
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should be on guard against the possibility of

misunderstanding hinmPrecisely another apostle,

inspired by the Holy Spirit as well, an apostle as

important as Paulwrote in Il Peter 3517 a
warning against the writings of Pawdo that the

Christians that read it were not confuskde t 0 s

what it was thathe aposie Peter, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, warned us aboutind let usfollow his

advice

fizs And account that the longsuffering of our
Lord is salvation even as our beloved
brother Paul also according to the wisdom
given unto himhath written unto youis as
also in all his epistlesspeaking in them of
these thingsin which are some things hard
to be understood, which they that are
unlearned and unstable wrestas they do
also the other scripturgsunto their own
destruction 17 Ye therefore beloved, seing
ye know these things before, beware lgst
also, being led away with the erroof the
wicked, fall_from your own stedfastnesso

(IIP 31517)

In this passagePeter warns his brothers to be

careful when they read the epistles of SaiatlP

because they may misunderstand what he is really
saying This is the only warning of this type in the
entire Bible in which an author alerts over another
author It is wise and prudent then to pay attention

Only in the case of Saint Paul is thismiag, by

inspiration of the Holy Spirit

The brothersthat believe that a Christian can eat
what is sacrificed to idols base their beliefs on what

Saint Paul saidin | @8:1-8.L et 0 s
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fi1 Now as touching things offered unto idols
we know that we all have knowledge
Knowledge puffeth yp but charity
edifietré .4. As concerning therefore the
eating of those things that are offered in
sacrifice unto idolswe know that an idol is
nothing in the worldand that there is none
other God but one 7 Howbeit there is not in
every man that knowledgdor some with
conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as
a thing offered unto an idpland their
conscience being weak is defiledBut meat
commendeth us not to Gddr neither, if we
eat are we he bettey neither, if we eat nat
are we the worse ¢l Co 81-8 Abbreviated)

If we only read this passage and not the entire
Scripture, we could erroneously believe that Saint
Paul is amending the page to all the other apgstles

aswellasrefuig the Holy Spiritaos

the writing of all the other Biblical writerdt is to
say, that we would have to think that Saint Paul is
authorizing us to do what the others prohihited

Our brother Paul never wanted to be the
APoped o f istidhityy nor the fselfanointed
one whose word annuls all othersicluding the
word of God as the Cathatism do. Paul never
i ntended tPopeb eacnodnewefi s houl
convert him into a iPoped .

If we read furtherin | Corinthians 1014-21, we
shall see that it is Paul himsetff whom it is said
authorized us to eat what is sacrificed to idalso
say the oppositeLet us read
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fiza Wherefore my dearly beloved, flee from
idolatry. 15 | speak as to wise mejudge ye
what | say 16 The cup of blessing which we
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not
the communion of the body of Christ For
we being many are one bread, and one body
for we are all partakers of that one breatk
Beholl Israel after the fleshare not they
which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the
altar? 19 What say | theh That the idol is any
thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to
idols is any thin@ 20 But | say that the things
which the Gentiles sacrifie, they sacrifice to
devils, and not to Gadand | would not that
ye should have fellowship with devils: Ye
cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the
cup of devils ye_cannot be partakers of the
Lord's table, and of the table of devifs

(I Corinthians10:14-21)

As we can seePaul warns us thah the same
way as sharing the bread and wine makes us one
with the Lord, sharing the table with demons
makes us one with the demon®?aul also affirms
in verse 21 that if we participate in the satable as
demons we cannot participate in the table of the
Lord. Clearer stil| in the same epistle in which Paul
seems to want to say that we can eat of the food
sacrificed to idolsalso tells us that we should not
participate in what is sacrificed tdols.

Which of Paul ds two affi
the first or the secormdTo my way of seeing, we
should obey that commandment that is in
agreement with the entire Bible and the rest of
the Apostles.That is why we should read tleatire

224

rmat i

ons

S h «



778 Bible, without skipping over any sectioft is not a

79 good idea to read a passage here and a verse there
780 In order to form a true and solid doctrifdanks to

e1  reading the entire Bibjeve can find the explanation
ez Of an obscure passage in another book of the Bible
7983 OF even in the same bogks in this case

7984 However the most interesting thing is not only
s Paul who contradist what some suppose is his
e commandment Other apostles as good and as
we7  inspired by the Holy Spirit as Paul, also

es  contradict what it seems le say in his first

e0  affirmation. These apostles assure us that eating
790 What is sacrificed to idols is a sirLet us read in

7991 Acts 1528-29.

7992

7993 fifize For it seemed good tthe Holy Ghost
7994 and to us to lay upon you no greater burden
7995 than these necessary thgs: 29 that ye
7996 abstain from meats offered to idols and
7997 from blood, and from things strangledand
7998 from fornication from which if ye keep
7999 yourselvesye shall do well Fare ye welb
8000 (ACtS 15 28—29)

8001

8002 If we read this chapter from the beginning se=

sos  that in verse 28the pronounfiwed refers to the
s apostles and the elders of the Churéli those

sos  pillar s of the church say that Christians should

s abstain from eating foods sacrificed to idols.
sz This alone should be sufficient to think that what
sos  Paul wants to say in his first affirmatiors not what

sooo  at first appearsTherefore we shouldnot accept the

so0 Idea that Christians can eat what is sacrificed to
s Idols as Christian doctrindbecause Paul says.so
g1z But, there is even more
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The same Apostle Bul was participating in
the council, together with the other apostles and
elders and approved what was agreed in Act®35
Let us see

flt seemed good unto ubeing assembled
with one accordto send chosen men unto you
with our beloved Barnabaand Paul.0

(Acts 1525)

If Paul was in a meeting of the pillarsf the
Church and approved what was orderaxd even
was amessenger of that doctrinthen it is logical
to think that what he said in | Corinthians\@hich
apparently authorizeshe consumption of pagan
sacrifices, has to have another meaniriRaul was
not going to have a personal gospel while the
twelve Apostles and the Holy Spirit have
another, different gospd.

In effect above all that is alleged here up to this
point, is the facthat verse 28 tells us thtite Holy
Spirit approved what the Apostlesagreed upon
in reference to practicing abstinence with respect
to what is sacrificed to idols. Were more acts and
truths necessary in order to convince us that
Christians sbuld not eat what is sacrificed to id®@ls
| think nothing else is necessarut permitme to
demonstrate the last two argumeri&t us now see
what Jesus Chrispersonally thinks about this
matter Let us read from twof theletters that Jesus
sends tdhe seven churches in Asia

fBut | have a few things against thee
because thou hast there them that htid

doctrine ofBalaam, who taught Balac to cast
a stumblingblock before the children of Israel
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to eat things sacrificed unto idolsand to
commitfornication 0 (Rev 214)

In this passage we see that Jesus sends a letter to
the person in charge of the church that was in
Pergame. He says he is disgusted because the
person in charge of the church has people with the
same doctrine as Balaam.This doctrine was
scandalousbecause it consisted afeachings that
told the servants of God tceat the things that are
sacrificed to idols. Is it clear that eating what is
sacrificed to idols is considered a sin by Gdof
course it i§ It is Jesus himself whsays sblLet us
see what Christ says to the perso charge of the
church at Thyara.

ANotwithstanding | have a few things against
thee because thou sufferest that woman
Jezebelwhich calleth herself a prophetess
teach and to seduce my gents to commit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto
idols. O (Rev 220)

As we can noteJesus calls thesthat teach the
doctrire of eating what is sacrificed to idols
repulsive names these are fiJezebeb and
fiBalaamo .Both are names of pesons who have
diverted the servants of God from the sacred
doctrines from Christian princifes. In both cases
Jesus condemns those who teach the doctrine that it
is permssible to eafrom the sacrifice of idols

Jesus does not speak here of a suppos

AChristiaar | Ai@brtygdiman freedomod

order to allow each to do what they please, or
what he nAfeel so tdnleadijgpi ri t
him to. Jesus talks abowuthat he knows to be sin,
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evenif Saint Paul seems to say it is not a, sin
somethig which in reality he is not sayinget us
remember that we are Christians, not
Saintpaulians.

Now, if Saint Paul does not have the authority to
change rules and doctrines with the purpose of
allowing Christians t@at what is sacrificed to idgls
then what was he trying to say in his first
affirmation?

I i magi ne, | but labeliéve thatr o v e
Paul was trying to ease the anxiety of some of the
Christians in Corinthwho unknowingly hd eaten
food sacrificed to idolsOr perhaps it was probies
of the conscience that some had for having eaten
before their conversignfrom the food that was
sacrificed topagan god Perhaps thosdrethren
thought that they were condemned for having eaten
such food unknowingly or suffered because they
thought tley had sinned against God

| believe that because of the way in which Paul
speaks t o fh\ehnows thay anndgl &
nothing in the worldand that there is none other
God but oné 0 andi . for some with conscience of
the idol unto this haueat it as a thing offered unto
an idol..0 It is most probable that some of the
believers in Corinth had bought from a butcher
without knowing something that had been
sacrificed to idols and afterwards thotighat they
had consumed someemhon or hadlost their
salvationor something to that effedt suppose that
in order to calm themPaul using his hyperbolic
language tried to give them security in theitHai
This is what | believe Pais trying to teach

Be it or not what Paul was trying teachwhat is
certain is that he was not teaching a doctrine that was
contrary to the teachings of the other aposties
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Holy Spirit or the very same Lord Jesus Christ
Because of thiscertainly a Christian should not eat
what is sacrificed to idoJsand that to teaclhese
things to a congregatios a way for the enemy to
impair the sanctity of the Church. This is one of
the methods of the enemy to hinder the sanctification
of the Churchby infiltrating it with false doctrines
and erroneous teaciys

Another false teaching that harms the Church
is the one in which a Christiano matter what he
does or how much he sins cannot lose his salvation
he cannot fall from graceThis makes a Christian
indulgent to his sins and lustfulneds order to
achieve that attitude in u# is that our spiritual
enemies have infiltrated that-ftited doctrine in the
church

It is the dogmaof some sectghat once someone
convers he can never be lostAccording to that
doctrine the converted person camn and sin and
continue to sin without a measurement or limit and
cannot lose salvationf we signal out to them that
someonghaving been a Christian is now apart from
the Lord they free themselves from the predicament
affrming that those persons weernever truly
converted It is clear that to say that they were
never truly coverted is a personal supposition
which they cannot provéout that they affirm as if
they could do soro affirm that they baseipon the
same doctrine which is being discus$ete to see
if it is corrector not instead of base their argument
on the Bible

| suppose that they base their do@rin some
JanserCalvinistic dogma because there is
nothing in all_of Scripture that supports such
doctrine. If someone thinks the have seen
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something to this effect would like for them to
show me in order to analyze it against the integral
light of the Bible | d o n 0 tpass&gaso that
support such doctrindut | do know passages that
contradict it.

Let us see how thédoly Spirit says very clearly
that it is possible to fall from the grace.Those
who follow the doctrines of Dutch Catholic Bishop
Cornelius Jansen and French reformer John Calvin
insist that a person who comes to Chrestd is
therefore in the faithcannot léer abandon the faith
and be lostHowever in the next versethe Holy
Spirit says something totally different.

fiNow the Spirit speaketh expresslyhat in
the latter timessome shalldepart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirit@nd
doctrinesof devilso (I'Tim 4:1)

As we see in this versethe Holy Spirit,
personally, indicates that some will depart from
the faith. In order to depart from the faitbne must
first be in the faithNobody can abandon a house in
which he has not beemMobody can fall from a
ladder on which he has never climbéehd nobody
can abandon a faith in which he has never been
Thus it is evident that the Holy Spirit is saying that
those who were in the grace can fall fropaind can
abandon the faith

Well then byt he Holy Spiritéés
some will abandon the faittmakes us see clearly
and definitely that the Christiathe human being
that is in the faiththe human being that is saved
can abandon the faitland thereforenot be saved
anymore This diows that the hypothesis ébnce
saved always saveds one more heresy in which
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Christianity has fallen If the Holy Spirit
personally says that some will abandon the faith,
who are Jansen and Calvin to deny it?No one
can abandon a faith in which he hesver beenno
one can fall from a ladder on which he has never
climbed or abandon a house in which he has never
been in

Let 6s s ee alime paksage khova s e .
below is one which clearlgemonstrateso us the
possibility of a fall from gracelt is not as some
argue that the subject separates because he was
never with the Lordif he had never been with the
Lord, no onewould say that he fell from grachllo
one can fall from a place where he hanever
been.

AChrist is become of no effect unymu
whosoever of you are justified by the jaye
are fallen from grace 0 (Ga 54)

If you seea child who is skatingn the sidewalk
adjacent to a tower and falls to the grouwduld it
occur to youto tell the doctorsvhen the ambulance
arrives thatthe child had fallen from the tow@rThe
simple fact that hewas near the tower
motivate anyone itis right mindto say that héas
fallen from it

In his right mind was Saint Paul, in order to
say that one had fallen from grace, or that he
could fall from grace in the case of one who had
never been under graceput that he was merely
fiskatingd around gracein the Church If Paul
would have known by divine revelation that the one
that was once a believer could never become an
unbeliever he waild have never written such a
thing. By sayingto the Galatiansfié from grace
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you have fallea jt is clear that in the mohof Paul
existed the knowledge that one can fall from grace

I donodt think that anyone

believing it andthat it was a lie that was said to
frighten the Galatians

Truly, it was not only to the believers in the
Turkish region of Galatighat the Apostle said such
a thing In the epistle to the Hebrews :18, Paul
saysie | est any man failo.of
Upon saying thisit is because in his mind he had
the knowledge that the possibility existed that a
truly converted person could find himself apart
from grace The one who fall from grace is because
he was in the grace f it whereald 6ot s
fall from grace We cannot give -capricious
meanings, whether arbitrary or absurd to words
in order to satisfy the dogmas ofthe sect.

fiLooking diligently lest any marfail of the
grace_of God lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble yguand thereby many
be defiled (Heb 1215)

Which of you would declare publicly that a
respectable man was ndwpart from sodomy jf
that man had never committed such an
abominatior? However to one who has been an
alcoholig it could be saidwithout failing in truth
that he was now apart from drinking

It is very clear that if Paul considered that
someone could fall from grace sitrayfrom it, that
that someonaecessarilyis or has been in grace
This means that one who is saved in Jesus Christ
could lose his salvatiarHe will not losesalvation
for just anything becauselJesuswho lovedus so
much that in order to forgivas allowed hinself to
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be crucified is not for a simple reasomoing to
allow himselfto filose the one whaost him so
much to rescué. But
salvation in Christ is d.etter of Marqueto do

whatever he pleases

donodt

anyone

It would not occur to anyone to say to someone
to hang on to something he cannot losé&lo one
would say fimaintain your head attached to your
neck just in case you forget it and leave it belind
Paul would not sagiif we hold fast the confidence
if he did believe it coulahot be lost

fiBut Christ as a son over his own house
whose house are wef we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicingf the hope firm

unto the end 0

(Heb3:6)

It is not only Paul who has such concepts in
mind. The knowledge of the possibility of losing
salvationalso existed in the mind of Saint Jothm
First John 516-17 we can analyze that there is a
type of sin which he calls thdisin of death that
does not allow prayerHere John says that if a
brother (converted to Christ) commits certain types
of sing we can pray to God for his forgivenesait
there are other types of sins that if that Christian
commits then, we have no right to ask the Lord for
his forgiveness and he himself does not advise us to
pray on behalf of a Christian brother if he has
committed that type of sinlt is obvious that John
is referring Christians, because unbelieverthose
who have ot appealed to Christ are condemned
already theydo not have teommit any special sin

to becondemned
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fize If any man seehis brother sin a sin
which is not unto deathhe shall askand he
shall give him life for them that sin not unto
death There isa sin unto deathl do not say
that he shall pray for it 17 All
unrighteousness is siand there is a sin not
unto death 0 (I John 516-17)

We can clearly gather from all of this that one
who is saved can lose his salvatiotf.according to
the Aposke John a brother can commit a deadly
sin; this means that one who was a believer in
Christ can be no longer saved

If we return to the Apostle Paul, we see in
Hebrews 6:46 that a Christian can lose his
salvation. In verses 4 and,% Christian is desibed
upon saying a) he was onceenlightened (in
Hebrews 182, we see theword fienlightened
applied to Christians by the Apostl®) he has
tasted of heavenly giftsc) hewas made partaker of
the Holy Spiritt d) he tasted the good Word of
God and e) the powers of the world to come
Upon Paul mentioning these five circumstanges
is evident that what he has in mind is a true
Christian and later says that this Christian had a
firelaps® and ina way thatin order to save him
again would involvea second crucifixion of the Son
of God | think it is not necessary to ponder much in
order to realize that a Christian who is converted
and saved by Jesus could lose that salwatioan
absolute manner to the point that if he wanted to be
saved Christ would have to be crucified again

fa For it is impossiblefor those who were
once enlightened and have tasted of the
heavenly qift and were_made partakers of
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the Holy Ghost s And have tasted the good
word of God andthe powers of the world to
come s if they shall fall away to renew them
again unto repentangeseeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afrestd put him

to an open shameo (Heb 64-6)

Upon sayifradg | timgisa thit they
were already saved;and upon sayingito renew
them again unto repentanceallows us to see that
they had already been renewed and had repented of
their sins There is no doubtthat a Christian
converted saved sealed or whatever you want to
call it, can fall from grace and become ld8¢e very
careful and do not pretend to enjoy unpunished or
unlimited lusts, abusing divine mercyNone of us
know wherethe edge of the ghastly abyss of
perditionis, andbelieving by deceit of the enemy
that we are far from ,iwve couldthusfall in it for all
of eternity

There is more joy in sarttification than in the
Aenj oyment 0 i thelparsdf thasé ne s s ,
who believethat once savedwe cannot lose our
salvation Nothing and no one can separate us from
God, but we ourselves canChristians, once
converted, are_not tied or chained to Jesus
Christ, nor are we trapped by a fishing hook
which render Christians in a situation that we
cannot leave even if we wish to do s@e have
not fallen into atrap we cannot come out of

In Hebrews 1(R6-27 Sain Paul once again
warns with full clarity, to all who want to
understand jt fiFor if we sinwilfully after that we
have received the knowledge of the trétho, there
is no more sacrifice for sinlt is to say if we
voluntarily sin after being a Christiaafter being
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saved there is no possibility of being cleansed of
our sins and the only thing we can expect is that we
be devoured by the fire ¢tell. We see once again
that in the mind of Saint Paul, existed the idea
that one who had received the knowlgge of
truth, can, because of his sin, be devoured in the
same fire as theadversaries.

fize For if we sin wilfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truthihere
remaineth no more sacrifice for sjns But a
certain fearful looking for ofudgment and
fiery indignation which shall devour the
adversaries 0  (Hebrews 1(26-27)

| think that everything is clearly expose@od,
Christ and the Holy Spirit love us to the point of
sacrifice but if one believes that by being sayhd
has a Le#tr of Marque to sirheis tragically wrong
He, who begins to degenerate himself little by little
until he passefithe limitd of no return will prove
what the Bible sayss to what we have to stick to
and not to sectarian dogma#n the Day of
Judgmenno one is going to ask you what your sect
said but what did the Bible say

There exists a horrendous heresy that
guarantees tha once a person has coerted,
from there on, is a privileged personand that
whatever hedoes it is not considered sint is to
say, according to that heresynce a person has
converted to Jesus Chrighey are special human
beings and sin is not attributed to them even if they
kill, rob, commit adultery adore images or consult
the dead To wield such aghastly heresy thes
individuals base their belieigpon the distortion of
the following verse
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AWhosoever is born of God doth not commit
sin; for his seed remaineth in hinand he
cannot sin because he is born of God

(I John 39)

Instead of understandinghat John is saying that
whoever converts to God is not permitted to, sin
they want to understand that he who has converted
to God is transformed into a special human being
and sin is not charged to themegardless of
whatever they do or lacko do. This type of
fibeliever® have confessedo me that if a non
believer skpt with the wife of a neighbpthat is
adultery but if the one whaleep with the wife of
the neighbor is a Christiart is not adulterybecause
that man is under grac&hey do not dese to take
into consideration the context in which such a thing
is said nor the harmony that he should keep with
the rest of the Biblethey simplythrow themselves
into understanding what theyould wish that verse
would mean

They could, for example, analyze what the Our
Father says and realize that if Christ taught us
there to ask for forgiveness from our sins, it is
because sin is attributed taChristians when they
commit a sin, it does not have anything to do
with a privileged class. They also do not bother
themselvesn readng what Saint John said in | John
2:1 where he exhorts us to look for Christ as a
advocatewhen we have slipped and fallen into
some sinThis means that a Christian is considered
to have sinned when hees wrongeven if he is
under grace
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fiMy little children, these things write | unto
you, that ye sin notAnd if any man sin we
have an advocate with the Fathedesus
Christ the righteous (I John 21)

As we can seethey look from Saint John only
what interests them to silence their conscience in
order to continue sinning while beifighristian® .
What is said in | John:9 cannot mean in any way
that a Christian cannot sin no matter what he does
but that is the ghastly heresy some teach

The Apodle Paul said it in his letter to Timothy
announcing that there would be times in which
instead of seeking the sound doctritieey would
look to teachers who would speak to them of things
they want to heain order to continue in their sin
without their conscience bothering themvery
much.

AiFor the time will come whethey will not
endure sound doctringbut after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers
having itching ears (II'Tim 4:3)

This is the same thing | said in page H am page
219. fPeople like to hear sermons and assist
Churches that will tell them they can continue to be
vile and degeneratavithout losing their salvatign
because we are under grace

However, the Bible teaches us something very
different through the Apostles. The laws and
other norms of God is applied evenly to the
believers and non-believers, even if the former
think it does not apply to thenibecause they are
under graceand the latter think that it does not
apply to anyone because God does notolve
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himself in fithings down her@ .However people
that knew more thathose two groups combined
said that God does not make excepgifor anyone
he treats everyone equallywhoever does wrong
will pay, etc. | demonstratéhis below.

fiBe not @&ceived God is not mockedor
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. O (Ga 87)

fiFor the LORD your God is God of godsd
Lord of lords a great God a mighty and a
terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor
taketh rewara (Dt 10:17)

fiWherefore now let the fear of the LORD be
upon you take heed and do;ifor there is no
iniquity with the LORD our Gqdhor respect
of persons, nor taking of gifs

(I Chr 197)

fiHow much less to hirthat_accepteth not
the personsof princes nor regardeth the rich
more than the po@For they all are the work
of his hands 0 (Job 3419)

fiThen Peter opened his mou#nd said Of
a truth | perceive thaGod is no respecter of
person® (Acts 1034)

AiFor there is no respect of persons with
Godo (Ro 211)

AANd ye mastersdo the same things unto
them forbearing threatening knowing that
your Master also is in heavemeither is
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there respect of persons with himo
(Eph 69)

fBut he that doeth wrong shall receive for
the wrong whichhe hath dongand there is
no respect of personso (Col 3:25)

AANd if ye call on the Fathemwho without
respect of persons judgeticcording to every
man's work pass the time of your sojourning
here in fead (1P 117)

| make much emphasis in thismatter, because
there is a high percentage of Christians imaigine
that all the injustice they do will be forgiven.
There is no such thinghey will only be forgiverof
the sins theysincerely repent of They will not be
forgiven of sins of which thegnerely pronounce the
phrasefil repend ,treating this as if it were a
magical word like fiopenSesame in the story of
the Arabian Nights

Not only that when we repentsincerely, what
God forgives us of are the_eternal consequences
of our sins so tha they do not affect our salvation
The earthly consequences of those ,.simgeneral
we carry entirely Sometimes (very few times)
those consequences gmahishmeniGod alleviates
postponesconditions diminishes them in intensity
but lengthens théime of their suffering they are
completely forgiven or two or more previously
mentioned

| purposely cited many of the passages in which
we see that before God there is no exception of
personsbecause there are many that believe that
God does make exeptions in persons, treating
Christians that sin with favoritism, with norms
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or laws different than those applied to the non
believers that sin.God is a just judgethe law is
even to all Including when God does not apply to
Christians the eternal puhisient of their singit is
not partiaity or favortism, but He does so to fulfill
a law which is even to alPrecisely everyone who
wants can take advantage af lbad in Chri$ our
sins There is no favoritism towards Christians
there is equal juste The favoritism was in sending
Jesus to saval who accept him

The last two of the nine Biblical passages are
especially revealingoecause clearly we see thaj
they are directed towards Christianeot un
believers b) they are proclaimed by twoiftkrent
apostlesandc) they precisely refer to the behavior
of Christians

The moral of all that has been presented is
very clear and very short: Do not believe in false
doctrines with which the enemy wasto prevent
your sanctification Whether youare converted or
not, whether you are under grace or,rax not sin
because it will be charged againgiu, you will
have to paylt has been charged against men that
were better than yoand they had to pay

*

A fifth met hoiteles t he

Since God made Creation until the lie was invented
it had not occurred to anyone to; leveryone told the
truth when they spokdt was Satan who invented
lies. The angels dnot lie demons do lie

And what do human beings do?The same thing
the angels did; some unite with God and the truth
and others unite with Satan and the deceit.
Christians unite with Gqgdbut on many occasions
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