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Chapter 1

Prior Explanations

Why I wrote this book

I wrote this book at the suggestion of my friend,
Ramon Aleman, who said to me: “Why don’t you
write a book about Hermeneutics, because your
Biblical notes are full of that teaching?”

I didn’t even know the meaning of the word
“hermeneutics”. I had heard the word several times,
but I had not paid attention to its meaning. But since
he told me that I had written Biblical notes
regarding hermeneutics, I responded: “I don’t know
under what title or subject I could have grouped the
Biblical notes you say refer to hermeneutics,
because 1 don’t know what that is. You tell me
some of the titles of the Biblical notes that deal with
such a thing, so that I can know what you are
refferring to.”

I had already written an enormous book which I
call “Biblical Notes”, which are notes of what I
have understood in the Bible throughout more than
65 years of daily reading, and is something like a
Biblical commentary. The book has almost 4,000
Biblical notes which made it very difficult to review
them all to look for what my friend was saying.
However, I had made two indexes for these four
thousands Biblical Notes. One which was in
Biblical order, it means, all the notes in the order in
which they appeared in the Bible from Genesis to
Revelations, something like a table of contents. The
other index was by topics and has more than 160
topics that cover all the questions which I realized
existed.
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I remembered then that there was a series of
Biblical notes, one grouped under the topic of
“General Intelligibility”, and the other under
“Specific Intelligibility” which were in harmony
with what my friend said hermeneutics was. That is
how I decided to write a book, simple and short, on
hermeneutics based on my experiences to
understand the Bible.

In this book, more than speaking in an abstract and
philosophical form about hermeneutics, I am going
to show examples which served me to understand
the Bible and to write the Biblical notes about
“General Intelligibility” and “Specific
Intelligibility”. It will be a practical study, not
theoretical which will make it easy to understand

and remember.
*

What is hermeneutics?

According to the dictionary, hermeneutics is the
art of studying texts in order to establish their true
meaning. In other words, it is the art of correctly
interpreting what another wrote, when that writer
cannot explain what he meant to tell us in his
writing, when we do not understand a certain
paragraph, nor can we ask the author.

In order to correctly understand what another has
written it is necessary that we have certain qualities
and that certain factors are present. That is always
important, but even more so when it comes to
correctly understanding Sacred Scripture.

*
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Factors that contribute to correctly
understanding any writing

The factors | will enumerate as follows will serve
as an orientation in the interpretation of the Bible. It
IS not necessary to memorize them. Upon reading
the definition of those factors as well as the
passages they apply to, we learn to apply them in
other passages whenever we have to read them. It
will be something that will leap into our minds
when we find a difficulty similar to one of the ones
described here.

The following are the factors:

1- The principal factor is to be honest, not to
read the Bible with prejudices nor secret or
sectarian interests, trying to make what we read to
forcibly agree with our ideas.

2- Do not accept as a basis for interpretation,
what is not said clearly in the Bible, or that which is
clearly deduced from it.

3- Read the Bible daily in order to maintain a
fresh outlook in your mind.

4- Do not be rushed in interpreting a passage,
wait patiently for the Lord to show us clearly what
it means or what it doesn’t mean.

5- Read the entire Bible, do not make
preferences to certain chapters or sections. Do not
form doctrines based on a verse or passage only.

6- Know that God, Christ and the Holy Spirit
do not contradict themselves nor change their
opinions.

7- Be conscious of the fact that our interpretation
of a passage; must be in harmony with the rest of
the Bible, in order for it to be totally correct.
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8- See how the words and phrases used in the
passage we are trying to interpret are used in
several other sections or passages of the Bible. Be
cautious of the absolutism of words.

9- Upon reading a passage, bear in mind its
previous and subsequent context.

10- Do not generalize a specific case by
extending its interpretation to other general cases.

11- Fraternally discuss with other believers our
interpretations, when these differ.

12- Understand ancient customs, but according
to the Bible, not according to books written by
sectarian interests or ignorance.

13- Know that even if we cannot hear the
inflection of the voice of what is written, we can,
however, sometimes realize by it’s context of the
tone by which such things were said.

14- Realize that in the Bible, prolepsis or
anticipation is sometimes used.

15- Admit the validity of reasoning, if the
conclusion we reach does not battle against the rest
of the Bible.

16- Judge if something is symbolic, if it is said
in a direct manner or a figurative sense.

17- Know that there are things that were said
previously, but were not written prior to the
passage we are currently reading.

18- Realize that two events narrated one
following the other can be separated by decades
and even centuries.

19- Be alert of details; there are times that by the
details given in a passage, a good interpretation can
be found.

20- Understand the ancient way of speaking,
which did not need exactness, but only
approximations, especially when it comes to

4
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chronology. The Bible speaks according to what
common man sees, it is not trying to teach us
scientific theories.

21- Be alert of the existence of passages that
are inserted, and parenthesis, because at the time
the Bible was written there were no punctuation
signs and we have to notice the lack thereof.

22- Know that everything that is said by a
personage in the Bible is not a divine revelation,
we have to discern.

23- Admit that in the Bible there are some
discordances and apparently errors, and also a
few true errors that do not affect doctrine or
prophecy in the very least.

24-Realize that there are Scriptures that have
not reached us.

25- Be warned of the use of hyperboles in our
language and more so in those of the Middle East,
which are used by the authors of the Bible.

26- Understand how the Bible was compiled; it
was not a book that was written from beginning to
end by one sole author, but was the compilation of
the works of many who were inspired by the Holy
Spirit.

We are going to study each one of the twenty-six
factors mentioned here in the same order | have just
listed. Therefore, the rest of the book will constitute
the explanation of those factors and the presentation
of cases which demonstrate the helpfulness of the
use of those factors in the interpretation of writings,
above all, the Biblical ones.

**k*
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Chapter 2

Read the Bible without prejudices nor
secret or sectarian interests

Honesty is indispensable

The first factor to correctly understand
something written is to be honest. Desire
wholeheartedly to understand what the author wants
to say. Do not interpret what is written with
prejudice nor secret interests, being sectarian or
of a group. Do not try to adapt the interpretation of
what is written to our prejudices, ideas, complexes,
sectarian conveniences or of any other type. Do not
be afraid to realize that our previous
interpretation was wrong. Do not ignore reality
for fear that our “ego” may be damaged by the new
conclusion we may arrive at.

The old Spanish saying of “there is no worse deaf
man than one who does not want to hear, nor worse
blind one than he who does not want to see”,
clearly shows us the need to be honest if we want to
interpret the Bible.

Millions of Catholics, Orthodox and others,
read in Exodus 20:3 the mandate about not
worshiping nor venerating images, however, they
worship and venerate them, while putting the most
dishonest pretext to themselves. This means that
they “interpret” Scripture according to their
previous beliefs and their sectarian conveniences.

The Russellites (false witnesses of Jehovah)
read in their own translation of the Bible how the
Holy Spirit speaks, reasons, becomes distressed, has
feelings, speaks to God, etc., however, they
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blaspheme against him by saying He is not a divine
being with thoughts, but just an “active force”.
They do not want to see, nor hear the truth of God,
because their true god is Charles Taze Russell and
their true messiah is what they refer to as the
“Governing Body” of the group. That is why they
read Scripture and “interpret” it according to the
prior beliefs which have been instilled in them by
their true god, Russell, and their true messiah, the
Governing Body of the Jehovah’s Witnesses.

The majority of Protestants, read that the word
“wine” used in the Bible refers to something which
makes one drunk and that it says that to drink too
much is wrong, and in spite of this, they assure that
the word “wine” means grape juice. That is why at
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, they distribute
grape juice and not wine.

They do not want to see, nor want to hear what
the Bible says, but what their sect says. If the word
“wine” meant “grape juice” the Bible would not
say that drinking juice in excess was bad, nor that
grape juice makes one drunk. In spite of such
clarity, they “interpret” Scripture according to their
own prejudices and according to what is taught by
men, not what is clearly stated in the Bible.

The Jews see the prophesies of the Old
Testament that indicate Christ as the Messiah, they
see the symbolism of the Passover Lamb, and they
see that the Temple was destroyed after Christ’s
coming, but they close their eyes and ears and deny
that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the
Living God. They do not interpret Scripture for
what it says but what their Rabbi’s and their “wise
men” say. The Mishna interprets what Scripture
says, and the Talmud interprets what the Mishna
says, and they listen to what the Talmud says and

7
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not Scripture. They do not want to see, nor do they
want to hear what God says, but what men say,
what their “wise men” say. All these are cases in
which the Bible says something, but men want to
believe something else.

We have the obvious case of the priests of that
time. Christ demonstrates his authority by
resurrecting Lazarus, and what do said priests do?
Believe Christ? No, they conspire to kill Lazarus.
They did not want to see, nor wanted to hear the
Word of God, but that of man. That is why men
destroyed their Temple and dispersed them, that is
why they suffered the Diaspora.

As we can see, the main quality, the principal
factor to correctly interpret Scripture is to be
honest. Without intellectual honesty, Scripture
cannot be correctly interpreted. If we try to adapt
what we read, to our prejudices, Sacred Scripture
remains closed. God, in knowing our dishonest
attitude, does not liberate us from error, because He
knows we don’t want to come out of our errors, but
that we want to be liked by our coreligionists.

*

Reasons why people don’t want to
know the truth
Not wanting to get rid of an error in man is due to
a mix of feelings in the process of reasoning.
| have observed throughout my life man trying to
justify things by way of twisted interpretations of
what they read: that being about news, questions of
law or the Bible. The reasons that move them to do
that are very diverse, so much in common everyday
life as in questions of religion. Let’s see the latter.
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1) Fear of offending God if he doubt what men
have taught, and submit it to reasoning.

2) Fear of finding a truth which he feels could
be too much of a burden.

3) Fear of changing doctrine and then have to
face those who previously thought like him and be
considered a traitor.

4) Pride, the resistance to admit that they were
wrong and that they had not adequately used their
mental abilities.

5) Fear of what is new to him, without knowing
why he fears.

6) Others want “something new” to preach in
order to justify their separation from their
church or to justify a new sect they may want to
form or maintain.

7) Another motive is to justify himself to
continue to admit something that his conscience or
intellect tells him is incorrect but for him: a) its
existence is convenient; or b) to admit the
interpretation that is not twisted puts him in a
situation of opposition with the rest who distortedly
believe it.

8) Justify social, sexual or racial prejudices. In
the time of African slavery there were some who
said that blacks did not have a soul, in order to
justify what was done in their environment.

Others justified all of that by assuring, without a
Biblical basis for it, that the curse of Noah for Cam
was what had provoked black slavery. There was an
American pastor, from the southern states, when |
was very young, who tried to “demonstrate” that
blacks were given to mockery, according to him,
because of the inheritance of Cam who made fun of
Noah’s nudity.
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9) Desire to maintain oneself “ignorant” or at
least “skeptical” about the validity of a norm of
conduct or religion so as not to find themselves
obligated neither to comply with it nor to feel bad
about not complying.

10) To justify their sin by forcing themselves to
believe that they understand religion or the Bible
in another manner. This was the case of a pastor
who amplified the concept of forgiveness and grace
so much, that he included in this concept the
continual adultery of his wife and the repulsive
consent of his towards such a sin. In order to justify
himself, he said | was guided by the law, but he was
under grace. (Of all these cases which I mention |
have their names and sect; but I’'m not specific
because I don’t want to unnecessarily damage
others).

11) To think that the modification of his beliefs
after many years, either acquired since childhood,
by family tradition or when he converted to the
gospel, can put salvation in danger, or the concept
that the person believes God has of him and his
“faith”.

12) The lack of confidence in their own
analysis of the Word of God, which makes them
imagine that all new things that come into their
minds, all new idea that are suggested are “proof”
that God submits to them, in order to see if that
person maintains himself “firm”. Others believe
that it is a “temptation from the Devil”. This was
what a priest of a town | frequently visited told his
congregation with respect to the preaching of the
Protestants of the area.

13) Confuse stubbornness with faith, and
categorize reasoning about the Word of God, as a
dangerous doubt, as a weakness in the faith and a

10
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temptation. A Christian of many years, reader of
the Bible and with a University degree guaranteed
to me that to reason about religion is a sin, and that
to use logics was something diabolical. He did not
want to see that Christ used logic in His preaching,
and that Paul fills the epistle to the Hebrews with
reasoning. According to him, his obstinacy and
stupidity, is faith of <“titanic” proportions; he
considered himself a titan in the faith, because he
resisted reasoning.

14) Others do not wish to reach the truth
because this would prevent them from belonging
to an elite group, a small group of “chosen” ones,
which can look others above their shoulders with
“divine justification”. This is how the Russellites
are, who believe that they are going to be the
presidents, senators, governors, mayors, etc., of
countries when the “New World Order” comes.
Some Jews do something similar, they pretend to
justify with their religion, their longings of racial
superiority in the same manner that the Nazis
justified theirs with the Nazi “religion” and their
idol Hitler. A religion of racial equality as is
Christianity does not call attention to those who
have a religion in which their race or certain group
is superior to the others.

15) To be so fully involved in a sin or lust that
has accompanied us all our lives as persons or as
members of society that we do not realize what we
have. We do not realize that it is a sin, because we
believe it is a natural part of life. It is like telling a
fish that he is wet; he would not understand us
because he had never seen anything or anyone in a
dry state. He could not even imagine what dry
talcum powder or dry wheat flour is. Likewise, he
who by having so much time a lust, attributes it as a
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natural part of life, does not comprehend or twists
the explanations or mandates that the Word of God
says to the contrary.

**k*

Chapter 3

In order to admit something new, it is
necessary to base it on something
previously proven

The truth is not necessarily what a great
religious person says

A second factor is to not accept as a basis to
admit an interpretation, what is not clearly stated in
the Bible or what can manifestly be deduced from
it.

We should not accept as truth something which is
not said in the Bible even if it is said by a great
religious person.

With the Bible, we should proceed in the same
manner as in geometry, where a statement is not
accepted as the truth unless it has been proven,
based on previously demonstrated theorems.

That being said, it may seem to many brethren
that this is a truism, because that is what they
believe they have always done. The reality is,
however, that many believers, true Christians, have
in their religious assets a number of traditional
errors which they themselves have no notion of.

For example, | have heard pastors in their
sermons and teachers of Sunday school say that the

12
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Bible says that when the High Priest entered the
Holy of Hollies a rope was tied to their ankle to pull
him out in case he died while in there. The Bible
does not say such nonsense.

Sometimes those who teach brethren use the
same word to express two or more things, or
different concepts, without realizing those teachers
when they express one thing and when they express
another. If in the equation “A + 7 = 11”, we have
attributed to the letter “A” a value of four, we
should not, without pertinent clarification say that
“A + 5 = 207, because in this case we are
attributing to the letter “A” a value of 15 and not 4,
which was what we previously said. To do this
creates confusion in our participant, but that is the
same thing many do in their teachings, especially in
religion.

At other times I have seen teachers, who use in
order to reason about the truth of the doctrines they
teach, premises or concepts originated in tradition
as if these concepts were Biblical premises. If by
tradition we are taught that the number three is
equal to five units, every time we see 3 x 4, we
should say that it is equal to 20 even though it is
equal to 12.

All of this happens because sometimes pastors
and teachers reason from a non-Biblical basis as if
they were Biblical. In doing so, they teach errors
and even heresies because the basis for their
teachings is false.

In many occasions these errors are spread for lack
of a critical spirit in those that receive the teachings
or for fear of being expelled from the seminary or
“excommunicated” from a sect.

*k%k
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Chapter 4
Read the Bible daily so that it is fresh in
our minds

God Himself recommends that we read the Bible
daily

The third factor is to read Scripture daily. If one
reads the Bible daily, one can see in it those topics
which have been dealt with recently and find a
solution or explanation. Reading the Bible only
when we go to Church has two flaws. The first is
that it is read a lot less and therefore, we cover
much less of it. The second is that when it is read in
Church, it is done in the context of a theme
previously chosen and only directed to that theme.

When we read the Bible at home every day, we
have more time to read and we read it more times. It
is logical to think that if we cover Scripture in a
more ample manner, we will learn more than if we
only read the four or six verses mentioned in
Church on Sundays and Wednesdays.

God Himself exhorts that the Bible should be
read continuously, as we see in Joshua 1:8, and
tells us the blessings we will reach if we do it that
way.

“This book of the law shall not depart out of
thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein; for
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and
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then thou shalt have good success.”
(Joshua 1:8)

In presence of a divine exhortation like the one
we just read, it is logical to make an intention to
read the Bible daily. The majority of believers only
read the Bible when the pastor mentions or reads a
passage. Then they open the Bible, maybe to see if
the pastor alters the Bible or not. However, when
they arrive at home, they place the Bible on top of
the television and turn the set on to watch their
programs. Perhaps, religious programs, but that are
not directly connected with the Word of God, but
the opinions of other believers.

*

Our Lord Jesus Christ also exhorts us
to read Scripture
The same Lord Jesus Christ exhorted us to read
Scripture when he said in Matthew 22:29 the
following:

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do
err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the
power of God.” (Matthew 22:29)

The Sadducees had erroneous beliefs because they
did not read Scripture, but instead were guided by
the beliefs of their sects. If they would have read
Scripture, they would have been able to help their
sect from errors.

In Mark 12:10-11, the Lord once again extol the
need to know Scripture, when he reproaches the
Pharisees for not having read the ones that had to do
with the Messiah. Let’s see.
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“10 And have ye not read this scripture: The
stone which the builders rejected is become
the head of the corner. 11 This was the Lord's

doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?”
(Mark 12:10-11)

It is probable that the Pharisees had read or at
least had heard that Scripture, but they might have
read it with the prejudice of their sect, accepting its
interpretations without comparing them with what
was clearly stated in Scripture.

In John 5:39, the Lord once again exhorts them to
read the Bible when he says to them:

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testify of me” (John 5:39)

In spite of all these exhortations made by our
Lord, Christians continue either watching television
or reading books that may have to do with faith, but
not what God wrote about faith.

Reading the Bible daily provides for a Christian
the knowledge of the truths of faith, but remember,
we have to be honest in our reading of Sacred
Scripture.

**k*k
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Chapter 5

Do not rush in the interpretation
of a passage

Do not try to forcefully “unravel” a passage

The fourth factor is to not rush in the
interpretation of a passage, but wait patiently for the
Lord to clearly show us what it means or doesn’t
mean. When we realize that we don’t wholly
understand a passage, we should not try to
immediately and forcefully “unravel” “the
mystery”. If there is something we do not
understand today, it could be that we may
understand it next year. What we have to do is
continue reading the Bible completely, from
Genesis to Revelation and continue to discuss any
issues with fellow believers.

*

The case of prophesies

In the case of prophesies, this is even easier to
understand. Prophesies are made so that when the
time of their fulfillment nears, the servants of God
can benefit from such an understanding, while in
the previous years or centuries, the enemies of God,
spiritual as well as human, could not perceive the
significance of that prophesy. It does not mean
that we should reject reading prophecies, or be
afraid of reading them.

Prophesies are not literary pieces destined to satisfy
the curiosity of the believers by describing in detail
the history of each country in advance. The
prophesies are warnings that God gives to His people
so that they know the events that will develop during
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certain periods of history, in one or other nation or
region, so that we may be prepared for them, for the
sake of the fact that it concerns us.

Prophesies are written so that when the time comes
that God wants them to be understood, they will be
understood by anyone who reads the Bible and is
moderately aware of what occurs around them.

In the Bible many of the prophesies are written in a
symbolic manner. It is necessary to think that if God
relates prophesies by way of symbols and not clearly,
it is because He doesn’t want them to be interpreted
until the time He has determined is reached. Being
that as it may, prophetic symbols fulfill their mission
because their significance will not be known in past
centuries and only have true significance at the
moment in which Christians need to understand them.
Once this is understood, we should not try to
“unravel” those passages which we do not fully
understand, but have patience. In our senseless haste
to unravel a prophecy, we can be helped precisely
by those who want us to understand Scripture in a
twisted manner.

In addition, if the issues that are clear in the Bible
we do not obey, why to think that God is going to
help us to understand the difficult ones?

From what we have said previously, we can gather
that the prophesies are given so that they cannot be
understood (at least in their totality) until the time
determined by God is reached; but in such form that
once that time is reached, any Christian that
moderately often reads the Bible and is moderately
aware of what is happening in his surroundings, will
interpret it. If it were not like this, it would not make
sense to include such prophesies in the Bible. Why
include them if they will never be understood?
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If on the other hand, it would be necessary to
have special gifts for their interpretation, why
exhort Christians to be aware of them as is done
by Saint Peter in II Peter 1:19-21?

“19 We have also a more sure word of
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star
arise in your hearts. 20 Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation. 21 For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man, but
holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” (I Peter 1:19-21)

If Peter exhorts Christians to be aware of the
prophesies, it is because he knows special gifts are
not needed, only the desire to know them. Which
means that the prophesies are for the understanding of
all, not just so that “special” people interpret them.

On the other hand, if it was always feasible to
interpret the symbols contained in the prophesies,
then why would God use symbols which hide them?
Because once the significance of these symbols were
known by someone, those prophesies would no
longer be hidden in the coming centuries after that
interpretation and prior to their fulfillment?

The logic is to think that God gave us the
prophesies in such a way so that they are un-
interpretable until such time as the appropriate
moment is at hand; but once this moment arrives,
anyone could interpret them without the need for
gifts, nor genius, nor special qualities nor special
particular or personal revelations.
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What I am trying to show is that when we
don’t understand a passage, we need to give it
time. Perhaps it does not befit to us yet to know.
We should continue reading the Bible today,
tomorrow and next year and the following year. Let
us not try to forcefully unravel a passage. By doing
it this way, many have formed new sects and others
have fallen by the way of ridiculousness.

**k*

Chapter 6

Let us read the entire Bible, not just what
we “like”

The entire Bible is the Word of God, do not
undervalue any part of it

The fifth factor is to read the entire Bible
equally, not just the books or passages “we like”. If
the entire Bible is the word of God, why scorn some
of His words? On many occasions, the explanation
of a passage is found in another book of the Bible,
which is not the one we are reading or that we are
used to reading.

There are some that read 50 times a passage from
one of Saint Paul’s epistles, in which he cites
concisely a portion of the Old Testament, and it
does not occur to them to read the original passage
in the Old Testament even once. Because of that
bad habit, they fabricate heretical doctrines or fall
into errors that are absurd and ridiculous teachings.
If they read the entire Bible with the same
frequency, they would not fall into such crude
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errors like to affirm the entering into the Most Holy
Place only once a year. If they would have read
Chapter 30 of Exodus, they would not have said

such nonsense. Let’s see.
*

Any priest could enter the Most Holy Place at

least twice a day

There are some who believe that they entered the
Most Holy Place only once a year. This is not true;
it was entered into on a daily basis to burn
incense, in the morning as well as in the afternoon.
What was done in the Most Holy Place only once
a year was to enter with the blood of atonement
in order to place it in the horns of the incense altar,
which is what Paul is really saying.

The reason for this generalized confusion in
believers is that they do not read the entire Bible,
only some select portions that they like or that grabs
their attention, and by doing that, they do not see
the general picture.

Another of the causes is that the manner in which
Paul speaks sometimes renders mistakes for those
that do not know the Bible in its entirety. Indeed, in
Il Peter 3:15-16, the Apostle Peter warns us against
the possibility of confusing what Paul says. Peter
informs us that among the things that Paul says,
some are difficult to understand, which those that
are unstable and the unlearned twist around. Let’s
see.

“15 And account that the longsuffering of our
Lord is salvation; even as our beloved
brother Paul also according to the wisdom
given unto him hath written unto you; 16 as
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also in all his epistles, speaking in them of
these things; in which are some things hard
to _be understood, which they that are
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also
the other scriptures, unto their own

destruction.” (11 Peter 3:15-16)

In Hebrews 9:1-7, there is a good example of this.
From that passage of Saint Paul there are various
theologians and professors of seminaries that
although good Christians, act in good faith and are
sincere, however, are sincerely mistaken. They
confuse what is said there, in the sense that they
believe that entering into the Most Holy Place
could only be done once a year and only by the
High Priest.

Being wrong, they teach others their error with
good intentions, yes, but confusing the pastors that
learn from them, who think that their teachers know
what they are teaching. That is how errors are
spread and the hundreds of sects that exist are
formed.

That is what is wrong with reading only
certain parts of the Bible with the partial
exclusion or totality of others, while they dedicate
themselves to reading books and more books that
“deal” with the Bible or faith. They do not realize
that upon reading such books without an analytical
spirit or without having read the entire Bible
several times, they risk being contaminated with
any error the author may have fallen into. The
confusion is originated by solely reading a part
of the Bible and not another; in this case they read
the epistles written by Saint Paul and do not read
the Old Testament. In Hebrews 9:1-7, it says:
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“1 Then verily the first covenant had also
ordinances of divine service, and a worldly
sanctuary. 2 For there was a tabernacle
made; the first, wherein was the candlestick,
and the table, and the shewbread; which is
called the sanctuary. 3 And after the second
veil, the tabernacle which is called the
Holiest of All; 4 which had the golden
censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid
round about with gold, wherein was the
golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod
that budded, and the tables of the covenant; s
and over it the cherubims of glory shadowing
the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak
particularly. 6 Now when these things were
thus ordained, the priests went always into
the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service
of God. 7 But into the second went the high
priest alone once every year, not without
blood, which he offered for himself, and for
the errors of the people.” (Hebrews 9:1-7)

As we can see in verse 3, the section that was
behind the second veil was called the Holiest of All;
and according to verse 4 in that “Most Holy Place”
there were two things: the altar of incense and the
ark of the covenant. This means that whomever
wanted to place incense on the altar of incense
had to enter into the Most Holy Place.

If it is true that the High Priest entered into the
Most Holy Place only once a year with blood for
the atonement of the entire people and in order
to purify from the filth of the people, the altar,
the tabernacle, etc., sending the male goat to
Azazel; if yes, this is true that this ritual was only
done once a year, it is not true that no one entered
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into the Most Holy Place until the following year,
because they entered into it every day.

In the epistle to the Hebrews what Paul is saying
is that, taking blood in order to put it in the horns
of the altar of incense and to perform the ritual
previously mentioned, was only done once a year.
He does not say that entry was only on the day
when blood was being taken, because entry was
made every day to burn incense. Let’s read the
section in the Old Testament where it speaks about
the construction of the altar used to burn incense
and the rituals that could or could not be performed
on the altar of incense.

“1 And thou shalt make an altar to burn
incense upon; of shittim wood shalt thou
make it. 2 A cubit shall be the length thereof,
and a cubit the breadth thereof; foursquare
shall it be; and two cubits shall be the height
thereof; the horns thereof shall be of the
same. 3 And thou shalt overlay it with pure
gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof
round about, and the horns thereof; and thou
shalt make unto it a crown of gold round
about. 4 And two golden rings shalt thou make
to it under the crown of it, by the two corners
thereof, upon the two sides of it shalt thou
make it; and they shall be for places for the
staves to bear it withal. s And thou shalt make
the staves of shittim wood, and overlay them
with gold. 6 And thou shalt put it before the
vail that is by the ark of the testimony, before
the _mercy seat that is over the testimony,
where I will meet with thee. 7 And Aaron
shall burn thereon sweet incense every
morning; when he dresseth the lamps, he
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shall burn incense upon it. 8 And when
Aaron lighteth the lamps at _even, he shall
burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense
before  the LORD  throughout your
generations. 9 Ye shall offer no strange
incense thereon, nor burnt sacrifice, nor meat
offering; neither shall ye pour drink offering
thereon. 10 And Aaron shall make an
atonement upon the horns of it once in a
year with the blood of the sin offering of
atonements; once in the year shall he make
atonement upon it throughout your

generations; it is most holy unto the LORD.”
(Ex 30:1-10)

Upon reading verse 1, we see that it is referring
to the altar of incense, something to consider so
that we are not confused later on. In verse 2 it tells
us that the altar of incense had horns, that its
measurements shall be one cubit in length, one cubit
in width and two cubits in height or approximately
20” (50 cms) width, 20” (50 cms) length and 39”
(100 cms) high.

In verse 3 it tells us that a crown was placed
around it, that it had a “covering”, that it had walls,
and that it was all covered in pure gold. In 4 and 5 it
explains that rings of gold were placed so that it
could be carried by bars that were covered in gold.

In verse 6 it states where to place it: in front of
the ark, it is to say near the Ark of the Covenant,
which was found inside the Most Holy Place.

In verses 7 and 8 it states what its frequent use
was going to be: “7 And Aaron shall burn thereon
sweet incense every morning; when he dresseth the
lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. 8 And when
Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn
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incense_upon_it, a perpetual incense before the
LORD throughout your generations.”.

Upon analyzing this passage up to this point, we
see that the High Priest entered daily to where
the altar of incense was, in order to burn “sweet
incense” and this was done every morning and at
nightfall. Remember that the altar of incense was in
the Most Holy Place.

Verse 9 enumerates other things that could not be
done on that altar of incense, and finalizing in
verse 10 by explaining that as an exception to
these prohibitions listed in verse 9, Aaron was
going to enter to place blood on it only one day in
the vear. Let’s read verse 10: “And Aaron shall
make an atonement upon the horns of it once in a
year with the blood of the sin offering of
atonements; once in the year shall he make
atonement upon it throughout your generations; it
is most holy unto the LORD.”

As we can see, in the same passage the
construction of the altar and its use as the altar of
incense is described, and where said entry with
blood is only once a year, it also says that Aaron
entered twice daily to burn incense.

In addition to this, if we go to Leviticus 4:3-7
(especially verse 7) and 4:13-18 (especially verse
18), we will see that when a priest sinned or if the
entire congregation sinned, the sacrifice and the
ceremony that had to be performed implied entry
into the Most Holy Place and the anointing of blood
from the sacrifice on the horns of the altar of
incense. Let’s see what the first cite says:

“s If the priest that is anointed do sin
according to the sin of the people, then let
him bring for his sin, which he hath
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sinned,...7 And the priest shall put some of
the blood upon the horns of the altar of
sweet incense before the LORD, which is in
the tabernacle of the congregation....”
(Leviticus 4:3-7 Abbreviated)

The second cite says:

“13 And if the whole congregation of Israel
sin through ignorance,..... 18 And he shall
put some of the blood upon the horns of the
altar which is before the LORD, that is in
the tabernacle of the congregation, ......”

(Leviticus 4:13-18 abbreviated)

As we can see, there are several passages that if
we read the entire Bible and not only the New
Testament, we could learn that entry into the Most
Holy Place was often. The only thing that remains
true is that in order to purge the sins of the people
committed throughout the year, in a ceremony that
symbolizes the sacrifice of Christ, the High Priest
entered with blood, and that was done only once a
year. However, there were other ceremonies that
required the priests to enter into the Most Holy
Place with blood; and every day, morning and at
dusk in order to burn incense.

If we go to the New Testament, in Luke 1:8-9,
we see Zacariah, who was not a High Priest, that
his_lot was to place the incense. The incense was
placed on the altar of incense which was in the Most
Holy Place. If Zacariah placed it without being a
High Priest, this shows us that any priest could
enter the Holy of Holies and that entry was daily.
What only the High Priest could do, and not any
other priest, was to enter with the blood of
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atonement on behalf of the people and the
sanctuary. No priest could place the blood on the
horns of the incense altar, only the High Priest, but
for other ceremonies others priests could enter
often.

In addition to the arguments already exposed,
in guiding ourselves by the Bible itself, we see that
the Tabernacle of Testimony was taken apart
every time the Israelites had to move camp, and
therefore, young men had to enter in order to
dismantle it and carry it. It is not logical to think
that Aaron, who by then was more than 83 years
old, was going to be the only one to take down and
rebuild the Most Holy Place. We once again see
the need to read the entire Bible and not just
chosen passages; use reason, and use common
sense.

Another thing to have in mind, even though this
is not a Biblical argument, but one of common
sense, is that a place that is visited only once a year
would be full of mold, spores, rats and other bugs.

Not too long ago, I heard a Sunday school
teacher assure an error, which he received from his
pastor, who got it from a book he read, whose
author got from another individual who received it
from, etc.. The affirmation was that in the Bible it
says that the High Priest, when he was going to
enter the Holy of Hollies, tied a rope to his ankle,
so that if he died, they could draw him out without
having to enter the Most Holy Place, because
according to some, the other priests were not
allowed to enter to get the High Priest out if he died.

That is false; it is not said in any part of the
Bible, nor do I think it would be true that such a
thing was done. If it were true that it was done, it
dealt with one of many superstitions and traditions
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that the Israelites added to the commandments of
God, when they tried to explain religion by way
of books written by Rabbis and not the Old
Testament. It is the same as the case of those who
erroneously claim that entry into the Holy of Holies
was only once a year. They are in that error because
they do not read the entire Bible, but books that
explain the Bible, which many times confuse
tradition with the commandments of God.

*

The books of the Bible give each other authority

Another reason a Christian should read the entire
Bible and not just chosen passages is to learn from
personal experience how to know which books of
the Bible were admitted by God and which ones
weren’t. The books that always truly belonged in
the Bible make reference to each other. In the very
least they cite certain passages in other books of the
Bible. The apocryphal books that have been added
to the Bible by Catholicism are not mentioned in
any place of Sacred Scripture, nor are their passages
cited anywhere.

In the case which | present below, in the book of
the prophet Jeremiah, the prophet Micah and his
book are mentioned. In Jeremiah 26:18, some
elders, in defense of Jeremiah, mention the
prophesies of Micah 5:2.

“Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the
days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to
all the people of Judah, saying: Thus saith the
LORD of hosts: Zion shall be plowed like a
field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and
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the mountain of the house as the high places
of a forest.” (Jeremiah 26:18)

“Therefore shall Zion for your sake be
plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall
become heaps, and the mountain of the
house as the high places of the forest.”
(Micah 3:12)

As we can see, if we read the entire Bible, we
learn which books belong in the Bible and which
ones don’t, and we learn this from personal
experience.

*

In the book of Acts we learn something that was
not told in the First Book of Samuel.

The Bible complements itself. Completely reading
it, teaches us many things firsthand. Even though in
the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles the time
that Saul reigned over Israel is not mentioned, we
see that in the book of Acts, it was known that he
had reigned for 40 years. This knowledge could
have been obtained from oral tradition, or perhaps
from Scripture or parts of Scripture that have not
reached us.

“And afterward they desired a king, and God
gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of

the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty
years.” (Acts 13:21)

The different books of the Bible complement one

another. That is why it is good to read the entire
Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, in order, without
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skipping over anything, and continually, throughout
our lives.

*

Passages that are wide apart from each other
clarify Sacred Scripture

The person who reads the entire Bible and not
just certain segments of it, understands its doctrines
and prophesies better. One of the things that helps is
that, in addition to having an integral notion of
doctrine and prophesies, one finds the explanation
of something that one did not understand in one
passage, or something that wasn’t said in one
passage, is explained in another. Such is the case in
Luke 4:25 with respect to | Kings 17:1 and 18:1.

“But I tell you of a truth, many widows were
in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven
was shut up three years and six months,

when great famine was throughout all the
land” (Luke 4:25)

In this passage the exact duration of the drought
that took place in the time of Elijah is precise. Here
it says that it lasted three years and six months;
while the two passages of the Old Testament where
this is mentioned does not say how long it lasted. In
the first we see a vague phrase “in these years”; and
in the second “after many days” Elijah received the
word from God “in the third year”, but it also does
not state if it was at the beginning, middle or end of
the third year; giving the sensation of not having
lasted more than three years.
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“And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab: As the
LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these

years, but according to my word.”
(I Kings 17:1)

“And it came to pass after many days, that
the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the
third year, saying: Go, shew thyself unto
Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.”

(I Kings 18:1)

As we can see, what was not said in the Old
Testament where the episode was narrated first, is
explained or detailed in the New Testament in Luke
as in James 5:17. Let’s see.

“Elijah was a man subject to like passions as
we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might
not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the
space of three years and six months.”

(James 5:17)

We see how at times the Old Testament clarifies
what is said in the New, and other times the New
clarifies something that is not said in the Old
Testament. That is why we should read the Bible
from Genesis to Revelation, skipping nothing.

*

Elijah personally did only one of three things
that God ordered him to
Reading other books of the Bible or other sections
of the same book, make some passages clear. In this
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passage from | Kings, the Lord assigns three things
to Elijah: a) anoint Hazael as king of Syria, b)
anoint Jehu as king of Israel, and ¢) anoint Elisha as
his successor. Of these three assignments, Elijah
personally only realized the last one: anointed
Elisha as prophet in succession to him.

“15 And the LORD said unto him: Go, return
on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus,
and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be
king over_Syria; 16 and Jehu the son of
Nimshi_shalt thou anoint to _be king over
Israel; and Elisha the son_of Shaphat of
Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet
in thy room. 17 And it shall come to pass, that
him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall
Jehu slay, and him that escapeth from the
sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay.”
(I Kings 19:15-17)

It does not say anywhere that Hazael was
anointed by Elijah. However, in 1l Kings 8:11-13
(a different book), we see that it is Elisha who
prophesies that Hazael will be the king of Syria,
which was at that time new news to the Syrian. |
say that it was new news for the Syrian Hazael
because in verse 13 of the passage presented below,
Hazael tells Elisha: “...is thy servant a dog, that he
should do this great thing?” Upon speaking this
way, we realize that Hazael had not found out until
that very moment that he was going to be king of
Syria. However, at that moment, Elijah had already
been taken. Therefore, Elijah had not done it.

Therefore, even though it doesn’t say in any place
that Elisha had anointed Hazael as King of Syria,
we can assume that it had been him because it was
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he who prophesied this for the first time when
Elijah had already been taken away.

On the other hand, we can guarantee that Elijah
was not the one who anointed Jehu as King of
Israel. More so, it wasn’t even Elisha. This
prophet sent one of his disciples to do it as we can
see in 1l Kings 9:1-10.

“11 And he settled his countenance stedfastly,
until he was ashamed; and the man of God
wept. 12 And Hazael said: Why weepeth my
lord? And he answered: Because I know the
evil that thou wilt do unto the children of
Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire,
and their young men wilt thou slay with the
sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip
up their women with child. 13 And Hazael
said: But what, is thy servant a dog that he
should do this great thing? And Elisha
answered: The LORD hath shewed me that
thou shalt be king over Syria.”
(I Kings 8:11-13)

As | previously said, in the preceding passage we
see that Hazael did not know that he was going to
be king, but Elijah has already been taken.
Therefore, it was not Elijah who anointed him but
he delegated on Elisha.

Elijah also did not anoint Jehu, he delegated on
Elisha, who assigned one of his disciples.

“1 And Elisha the prophet called one of the
children of the prophets, and said unto him:
Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in
thine hand, and go to Ramothgilead, 2 and
when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu
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the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and
go in, and make him arise up from among his
brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber;
3 Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his
head, and say: Thus saith the LORD, I have
anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the

door, and flee, and tarry not.”
(I Kings 9:1-3)

From all that we have seen, we should obtain
the following experience: what we read in the
Bible, we do not have to take it in stride of what one
sole passage seem to say, but in the totality of the
Bible, taken as a whole unit. The Bible is a
“monolithic” unit, because it is the truth, and the
truth can only be one; there cannot be one truth for
the New Testament and another opposing truth in
the Old Testament. The Bible is a “monolithic”
unit because only one person gave existence to it:
God, who is the same yesterday, today and for all
the rest of time.

In this particular case, even though Elijah
personally was not the one who carried out the
assignment God gave him, it was the “institution”
founded by him and on his orders.

If we had only read the passage in First of Kings,
we would have assured our fellow believers that
Elijah had anointed Hazael, Jehu and Elisha. But
since we read, in addition, Second Kings, we realize
that Elijah did so through the delegation of his
disciples.

*
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If the entire Bible is not read several times,
strange and heretical doctrines are formed
Here we have a good example of the need to read
the entire Bible methodically, and not only certain
sections. Not only that, the need to read it several
times, not just once or twice, in order to find
tomorrow, the answer to the interpretation that
confuses us today. Upon reading the verse | present
below, it gives us the sense that God punishes the
malice of parents on their children, their
grandchildren, and the great grandchildren in spite
of the fact that they did not do anything. However,
if one has read Exodus 20:5, we will see the
original passage, of which the next passage contains
only a brief mention.

“The LORD is longsuffering, and of great
mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression,
and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children

unto the third and fourth generation.”
(Numbers 14:18)

Let us now see the original passage from which
the previous one is only a brief mention.

“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,
nor serve them, for I the LORD thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and

Jourth generation of them that hate me.”
(Exodus 20:5)

In the passage in Exodus, which is the original
one, after saying “visiting the iniquity” of the
parents over their children, grandchildren, etc., he
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adds an additional clarification: “...of them that hate
me.” This means that this punishment against the
descendants is conditioned to the case of those
descendants who hate God. If it is not like that, if
they do not hate Him, they will not receive the
punishment of the parents. This is clearly seen also
in Deuteronomy 24:16 and Ezekiel 18:20.

“The fathers shall not be put to death for the
children, neither shall the children be put to
death for the fathers, every man shall be put
to death for his own sin.”

(Deuteronomy 24:16)

“The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son
shall not bear the iniquity of the father,
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son; the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the

wicked shall be upon him.”
(Ezekiel 18:20)

As we saw, thanks to the fact that we read the
entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, without
omissions, we can correctly interpret the passage
which appears in Numbers 14:18. If a non-believer
were to throw this passage in our face, and we
would not have read the entire Bible, we would
have to swallow up our tongue without knowing
how to defend the faith.

*
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We cannot form doctrines based on isolated
passages, it is necessary to apply the entire Bible

To guide ourselves by verses or isolated passages
leads to error. If we guided ourselves only by the
verse that | present below, we would have to reach
the conclusion that what Christ said about Himself
we could not believe as certain, unless another
person were to confirm it. To say that would be
heresy and stupidity, however, the Christian sects of
this world are full of these types of
“Interpretations”.

“If [ bear witness of myself, my witness is not
true.” (John 5:31)

In harmony with the integral knowledge of the
Bible we can say that Christ never lies, and if He
gives a testimony of Himself, that testimony is
perfectly certain.

The explanation is that since Christ was speaking
to his enemies, what He was telling them is that if
He were to give testimony of himself, they would
not consider it true, but that his works gave the
testimony of who He is. That is explained in verse
36 where He tells them that if they don’t want to
believe Him, they should believe his works.

As we can see, it is not right to constitute
Christian doctrines with just one verse, passage,
book or section of the Bible. Our doctrines have to
be in harmony with the entire Bible.

Upon reading a bit further in John 8:14 we see
that it is Christ Himself who makes things clear.

“Jesus answered and said unto them:
Though I bear record of myself, yet my
record is true, for I know whence I came, and
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whither [ go; but ye cannot tell whence 1
come, and whither I go.” (John 8:14)

We once again prove that in order to interpret the
Bible correctly, we have to read it in its entirety and
many times.

*

An “eye for an eye” was a guide for the judges,
but the Pharisees distorted it
Many who read the New Testament, when they
read Matthew 5:38 assume from what is written
there that at some point God said in the Old
Testament that we should hate our fellow beings
and collect an “eye for an eye” in whatever they do
to us, but “now” Christ disapproved what was said
by God and amended the Father’s words.

“Ye have heard that it hath been said: An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.”

(Matthew 5:38)

The first thing we should notice is that Christ
did not say “God said”; but that it was “said to
the ancient ones”, without saying who said it. The
commandment God established and used to guide
the judges, was probably twisted by the people to
justify their personal hatreds; converting it into a
popular saying.

God does not mandate such a thing in any
place in the Old Testament. What is most similar
to this is in Leviticus 24:15-20, Exodus 21:24 and
Deuteronomy 19:21. In these three passages, the
judges are ordered that at the time of justice (not
for their own conflicts), they should use the
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standard of an eye for an eye, if there is no divine
law in respect.

If we read the first passage, beginning with
verse 15, we will see that it is instructing judges
about the punishment they should impose for the
diverse crimes: blasphemy, homicide, damages and
injury. When it came to injuries is where, as a
generalization, He tells them “...Breach for breach,
eye for eye,....”, and continues to do so to the end in
verse 20.

“15 And thou shalt speak unto the children of
Israel, saying: Whosoever curseth his God
shall bear his sin. 16 And he that blasphemeth
the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put
to death, and all the congregation shall
certainly stone him, as well the stranger, as
he that is born in the land, when he
blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be
put to death. 17 And he that killeth any man
shall surely be put to death. 138 And he that
killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for
beast. 19 And if a man cause a blemish in his
neighbour, as he hath done, so shall it be
done to him; 20 breach for breach, eye for
eye, tooth for tooth; as he hath caused a

blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him
again.” (Leviticus 24:15-20)

As we can see, what this is talking ab